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PREFACE. 



I HAVE before written a nanratiYe of the 
two wars which Pniffia made on Silefia 
and Boheiwa^ Thb narrative was the work 
o£ a young man^ and the confequence of 
that frenzy for writing which^ in Europe^ 
is become a kind of epidenuc difeafe. After 
the peace of 1 746 I renounced hiflory^ be- 
caufe that poUtical intrigues, ^hen they are 
unprodudive, do not merit more confidera- 
tion than do the cabals of private fociety ; 
and becaufe that the interior adminiffaration 
of a ilate does not fumiih fiifficient materials 
for hiftory. The war which happened in 
1 756 occafioned me to change my opinion. 
It had been preceded by fo much artifice, 
and the. number of our enemies was fo fu* 
perior to the forces of Prulfia, that a hiftory 
on fubjeds of fuch importance appeared to 

A 4 me 
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me not unworthy of being tranfmitted toj 
pofterity. For this purpofe, at the con- 
clufion of each campaign, I wrote memoes 
on the events it had produced, and while 
the memory of them was recent. But, 
thefe fads being ftrongly connected with 
political ?iffairs, I was obliged to make the 
latter a part of my plan. In this work I 
have had two principal objects in view : the 
firft was to ' demonftfate to pofterity that 
the avoiding of this war did not depend upon 
me, and that the honour and the welfare of 
the ftate prevented my confenting to peace 
under other conditions than thofe ftipulated 
when peace was concluded ; and the fecond 
to relate all military operations^ as clearly 
and with as much preciiion as was poflible, 
that I might leave an authentic colle<9:ioa 
of the advantageous and difadvantageou$ 
iituations, as they occurred in the provinces 
and kingdoms where war was made, for the 
inftru£lion of the houfe of Brandenbour^ 
whenever it may again have to ^o^tend 
with the houfe of Auftria. 

a The 
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The fuccefs of any war depends greatly 
pn the capacity of the general ; on a know# 
ledge of the places he occupies, and on the 
art with which he may derive advantage 
from his fituation ; either in preventing the 
enemy from taking fuch pofts as might 
favour his purpofe, or in choofing himfelf 
thqfe Qioft conducive to fuccefs. Numerous 
examples in proof of this affertion will be 
found in thefe memoirs. Little attention 

. . . * ' . . • 

livill be requifite to fliow the cfftQ, vnth 
jyhicb the A^ftrians took certain pofidons, 
andthatwith which thePruflians afliimed cer« 
tain others. May God grant that no fecond 
war, equally complicated and difficult with 
that we hive lately terminated, ihould ever 
be feen ! It is not probable that any fimilar 
chsdn of caufes fhould, in a ihort time, pro- 
duce the fame circumftances as thofe under 
which we were. When Pruffia Ihall not 
have to oppofe fo many powers, fhe may 
always pover Silcfia and the eleftorate of 
JBrandenbourg, by immediately penetrating 
with her army into Bohemia. Gn an occa- 

flOQ 
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lion like this^ the campe of Saxony and 
Bohemia) concerning* which I have fpoken 
fo particularly, may be ufefiil; and will 
abridge the labour of thofe who fliall con- 
duft the war, in which one of the things 
moft difficult is, when war is to be carried 
on in a country but little known, to be well 
aware of which is the beft road firft to 
march. Pofitions are frequently obliged to 
be taken at a venture, for want of knowing 
which is good ; and which are perhaps in 
the vicinity. Timidity is the confequence ; 
and a camp ill chofen is expofed to the ut-* 
moil peril : inilead of which, when camps 
are by experience found to be good, every 
ftep is more decifive and more methodical. 
I muft however obferve, that camps are 
good or bad according to drcumftances ; as, 
for example, that of Torgau is admirable, 
when it can be filled with feventy thoufand 
tnen; but defedive when thirty thoufand 
mull be oppofed to fixty thoufand, becaufe 
they will be too much difperfed, confe- 
quently weakened j and the enemy, if he 

pleafe, 
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pleafe, may force it on that fide where it 
ihall be the moft feeble. A camp is like a 
garment, that ought neither to be too large 
nor too finall for the wearen If a choice 
muft be made, however, it is better to have 
too many men than too few. There are other 
camps which cover a part of the ground, 
but which become defedtive if the enemy 
by his motions fhall change his pofition: 
the camp of Landfhut, admirable as it is for 
the covering of Lower Silefia, become^ bad 
and incapable of defence fo foon as thelmpe- 
jrialifts fhall poiTeis Glatz and Wartha, be* 
caufe that it will then be totally turned. In 
limilar caies the judgment ought to diiSbtte 
the part that fhould be taken. It ought 
particularly to be guarded againft fervile 
Imitation, which is wrong. And wherefore? 
Becaufe that generals never are placed in 
cxa&ly fimilar fituations. T^ere may be 
fomething relative in their pofitions I allow; 
but examine them well, and infinite varieties 
will be found ; becaufe that nature, in every 
ienfe fruitfiil, neither creates the fame ap- 

pearances 
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pearances nor repeats the fame Incident^ 
It would therefore be bad reafoning to fay 
marflial Luxemburg was exactly fituated as 
I am ; he a£ted in fuch a manner j I will 
a<Jt the fame. Paft fads are good to ftorc 
the imagination, and the memory; tliey 
furnifh a repofitory of ideas, whence a 
ftipply of materials may be obtained ; but 
which ought to be purified by paffing 
through the ftrsdner of the judgment. I 
therefore repeat, the details of the l^ft vtzx 
ought only to be employed as fin augmen- 
tation of the magazine of ii[^ilitary ideas; and 
to prove the value of fome principal pofitions^ 
^hich will remain determinate fo long as the 
country fhall not change its fiice, and nature 
Ihall not be overwhelmed. It is exceeding-r 
ly probable the Auftrian generals will riot 
depart from the method of marihal Daun, 
which is good paft contradiction ; and that, 
\a fucceeding wars, they will be equally at-^ 
teiitive to poft themfelves properly as they 
were in the laft. This obliges me to obferve 
that, a gcri©r^l >ypuld I?.? wrong (hould he 

V9 
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hi haile to attack the enemy la hilly 
polls, or on broken ground* I have fomc-» 
times, by neceffity, been forced to this ex- 
tremity ; but, when war is made with equal 
powers, advantages more certain maly be; 
procured by ftratagem and addrefs, and 
without expofing an army to equal danger. 
The fum of many fmall advantages will be 
great* The attack of a well-defended ppft 
is befide a bone of hard dlgeflion^ and the 
aflailant is liable to be repulfed and beaten. 
It is only to be carried by the facrifice of 
from fifteen to twenty thoufartd meii, which 
makes a wide breach in an army. Recruits^ 
fuppofing they are to be plentifully obtained, 
will fill up n;umber8, but will not fupply the 
quaUdes of the foldiers that have been lofl. 
The kingdom becomes depopulated by re- 
newing the army ; the troops degenerate ; 
and, if the war is long, the general will 
find himfelf at the head of ill-difciplined 
peafants, with whom he fcarcely dares 
appear in £ice of the enemy. In any 

Tiolent conjunAure, I grants it is neceflary 

ta 



Xlv f R £ . F A C £» 

to depart from rukst and to have recourfe 
to defperate remedies ; as poifon is given to 
the fick, when there are no other means oi 
ctire. But, fuch cafes except^, it is requi- 
fife, in my opinion, to proceed with more 
caution ; to weigh and to meafure; becaufe 
that the general who allows the leaft to 
chance is the moft able. 

I have but another word, which relates 
to the ftyle that I have adopted. I was fo 
much offended by the words / and me^ that 
r determined to fpeak of fubjeds diat related 
to myfelf in the third perfon. In fo long a 
work it would have been infupportaUe to 
have fpoken continually in my own name. 
I made it a law to adhere fcrupuloufly to the 
truth, and to be impartial ; becaufe that the 
hatred and animofity of an author inftru^h 
no man ; and becaufe that it would be weak« 
nefs, even to pufiUanimity, not to (peak well 
of an enemy, and not to render him the 
juftice he deferves. If in my own defpite 
I have departed from this rule, poftcrity 
muft pardon me, and corred me where I 

defervc 
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deferve corredion. To add any dung more 
would be fuperfluous ; and perhaps a work 
like this, meant only to be read by a few 
perfons, ftands in no need of a Preface* 

Pctfidm^ March 3, 1764* 
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Internal NegoHatigns of Pruffia and Aufiria^ 

during the Peace. 

TH E peace enjoyed by Europe permitted 
the various powers to turn their attention 
. to internal government. The king began by 
reforming thofe abufes which had been intro- 
duced into the general police* He laboured, 
by the aid of new cftablifhmcnts, to augment 
his finances ; he applied himfelf to reftcwrc mi- 
litary difcipline ; to render the fortreffes as pcr- 
feft as poffible ; and to coUcft a}l kinds of 

B ' ao- 
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accoutrements, ftores, and arms, the con- 
fumption of which while the war continued had 
\ been fo prodigious* - 

JufliCe, ill adminiftcred during the preceding 
i-eign, and bocomc the reverfe of jufly defferved 
particular cares and attention. People were 
accuftomed to elude the laws. Attornies made 
a fhameful traffic of confidence : to be rich or 
poor was fufficient to gain or lofe a caufe. Such 
abufes, becoming daily more intolerable, called 
loudly fdr reform ; as well in the perfons of the 
judges, advocates, and attornies, as in the laws 
themfelves ; which it was neceflary to render 
more clear, and the formalities of which, not 
relating to the real quefticm, and prolonging 
the fuit, it was alfo neceflary to retrench. 

The king committed this labour to his great 
chancellor Cocceji, a man of integrity, whofe 
virtue and probity were worthy of the noble 
^es of the; Roipan. republic. Learned and eti- 
lightened, he; feemed like, Tribonianus, born 
for l^jflation, and the good of na^ankind* This 
fage of the. laws undertook the, painful and de* 
licate work: with fo much zeal th^tf after one 
y/ear*^ai]54i.ipvsi^uflry, the ibvereign courts of 
jufticc^ purged of thofe men by. whom they had 
been 4ij(gra£ed> were fupplied with virtuous 
magiftrates; a new code of laws, for all the 
3 * provinces 
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provinces under the PrufRan dorfiinioft, was 
finifted ; and, ^ftfer it had been approved by 
the ftates, promulgated. The profpcft was ex- 
tended to futurity ; and, as experience teaches 
us that the beft inftitutions decline, or become 
ufelefs, if they are kft in negleft, and if not re- 
ftored to thofe firft principles on which they 
were founded, a rule wds rtiade that tliere fhouid 
be a general vifitation, of the fovereign courts 
of juftice, once in three years ; that obfervation 
of the new laws might be enforced, and fuch 
officers of juftice as were difcovered to have 
been guilty of prevarication punifhed. This 
new order, introduced in the adminiftration of 
juftice, enforced the happinefs of the people ; 
andfecured to each family its poffeffions. Every 
individual lived under the fafeguard of the laws, 
for they were abfolute. 

However great the cares of the ktc king in 
regulating and arranging the finances had been, 
he had not effefted all it was poffible to efFeft. 
He had neither the time ilor the means for con- 
cluding a work fo grcat^ and the improve- 
ments that ftill might be mide were immenfe ; 
as well refpe6ling lands that were to be cleared 
as the eftabliftiment of manufa(5torics, the ex- 
tending of trade, and ihe encouraging of in^ 
duftry. The firft years of dlie king's reign 

B z were 



y 



4 POSTHUMOUS WORKS. 

were appropriated to war; nor could he turn 
his attention to interior government, till he had 
firft infured tranquillity. Along the Oder, 
from S winemunde to Kuflrin, were vaft marflies ; 
which perhaps had, in all ages, lain unculti- 
vated, A plan for clearing thia country was 
formed. A canal was- dug, from Kuftrin to 
Wrietzen, by which thefe marihy lands were 
drained, and two thoufand families were there 
fettled. Thefe fettlements were continued 
from Schwedt to beyond Stettin, where twelve 
hundred additional families found eafe and 
plenty. Thus was a fmall province gained, 
by induftry, from ignorance and idlenefs. 

The woollen manufafljory, which w^ rather 
confiderable, was in want of fpinners. Thefe 
were brought out of foreign countries, and were 
fettled in different villages of two hundred fa- 
milies each. It had been a cuftom, time im- 
memorial, in the dutchy of'Magdebourg, for 
the inhabitants of Vogtland to come and gather 
in the harveft ; after which they returned home. 
The king gave thefe people fettlements in the 
dutchy ; and thus procured the date a number 
of thefe foreigners. 

By fuch various operations, the kingdom, 
during peace, acquirc4 two hundred and eighty 
^cw villages. Nor did the care of the country 

occafioa 
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occafion the towns to be neglefted. A new 
town was built on the Swine, after which it was 

called Swinemunde, and was at the fame time 
made a port, by digging the channel deeper, 
and clcanfing thebafon at the mouth of the Oderi 
The city of Stettin thus gained the tolls that 
had formerly -been paid to the Swedes, in paffing 
to Wolgaft down the Peene, which greatly con* 
tribu^d to reader its trade flouriftiing, and to 
attraift foreigners. New manufactories were 
eftabliftied in all the towns. ■ Thofc for rich 
ftuflfs and velvets were found hioft fuitable to the 
city of Berlin. Light velvets and plain ftufF$ 
were made at Potfdam. Splittgerber fupplied 
air the provinces with the fugar which he re- 
fined at Berlin. A dimity manufaftory rendered 
the city of Brandenbourg flourifhing. Rviffian 
leadier was dijefled at Frankfort, on the Oder, 
Silk ftockings aiid handkerchiefs were made at 
BerUn, Magieboutg, ^d Potfd^m. The Wege- 
ly manufactory was doubled. The planting of 
mulberry trees was encouraged throughout all 
the provinces. The clcrjgy gave an example 
to the hufbaridnjen, and taught them to rear 
that precious infcft which originally comes from 
the Indies, and from ,the down of which filk i$ 
obtained. In places where wood was plentiful, 
Jbut whence it could not b<3 traafported for the 

B 3 want 
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want of navigable riyers, iron-fo^nderies wevt 
cfcstbliftiecj, which fcx>n applied die fortreflfe$ 
and the army with caft cannon, byllets, sn4 
Jx)mbs. In the principality of Minden and the 
CQunty of Marck, new fait pits were difcovered^ 
and the fait was refined. The pits of Halle 
were brought fo perfeftion, by |he conftruftion 
of buildings for the gradation qf the (alt, 
which faved wood. In a word, induftry wa^ 
encouraged in the capital and the kingdon^. 

The king enforcied the right of niarkpt tolls, 
which the Saxons had difputed with the tow^ of 
Magdebourg; and, by the nieans of duties 
cftablilhed on the frontiers, the trade of the 
Prufli^n provinces was almoft on a par with that 
of Saxony. The Eml^dcn company eftablKhed 
an in^portant trade with China. By dimin^hin^ 
the exportation 4utie5 at Stettin, Konigfberg^ 
and Cdiberg, the revenues of thefc plaqss weie 
almoft doubled. The refult of thefe various 
operations of finance was;, without including 
the revenues of Sijefia and Eaft Frifeiand, or 
loading the people with any npw tax whateve?, 
that the crown had acquired an increafe pf re- 
yenue, in 1756, of twelve hundred thoufand 
crowns ; and, after the inhabitants of all the 
provinces had been nunibered, the fum total 
was found to amount to five millions of fouls. 

Thus, 
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Tkus, fince the riches of a ftate confift in the 
Ktumber of its inhabitants, Pruffia might be 
eftim^ted twice as powerful as it had been^ 
d^iri^g-the latter part of the reign of Frederic 
William, thf iather of the king. 

The laws and the finances did not whoUy 
iWbrl) the attention of the king ; the army, 
that inftrument of fame and prefervation, was 
not neglcfted* The king was particularly 
fvatchful that difdpline and fubordination (hoyild 
be maiflmned, in each province, the troops 
were regularly aflembled every year ; and in 
the fields of peace were taught the grand evo- 
lutions and manoeuvres of war. Thp infantry 
was exercifed in various motions ; and taught 
to form ; to attack in plains and on heights ; 
to defend villages and intrenchments ; pafs 
rivers 5 cover Qiarches with reverfed columns ; 
to retreat, and, ih fine, xo perform every move* 
ment which was necefikry to be made in the 
face of an enemy. 

The cavalry was exercifed in difFerpnt at- 
tacks, clofe fuid open ; was taught to recon* 
fioitre ; to fearch for forage, green and dry ; 
and te form, and take points of fight on pre- 
fcribed lines. ' In thofe cantons that were the 
moft populous, the fupernumeraries amounted 
16 thirty-fix men fpr each company, and in the 

B4 le^ft 
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leaft to twenty-four ; fo that, though there vmvti 
no new levies, the total number of thcfe fuper- 
numcraries amounted to ten thoufand men. 
Each battalion, each regiment of cavalry, was 
headed by old commanders ; approved officers, 
bfave and meritorious. The corps of captains 
confifted of experienced men ; men of found 
underftanding ; men of valour. The fubal-* 
terns were feleft; feveral of them poffeflcd 
great capacity, and were worthy of riling to 
fuperior flations. In a word, the induffiry and 
emulation which reigned throughout the army 
were admirable. 

Among the generals it was not the fame : aU 
though there were fome who poffeffed real merit, 
the majority had much valour, but much indo-^ 
lence. It was the cuftom that rank muft be 
obtained by feniority, and not by abilities. This 
was an ancient abufe, which had been of no 
prejudice in the preceding wars ; becaufe that 
the king, afting only with one army, had np 
need of many detachments ; and becaufe that 
the troops and generals of the Auftrians, whom 
be oppofcd, were not above mediocrity, and 
Jjad entirely neglected ta^cs. The king at- 
tracted marfhal Keith from the Ruffian fervice ; 
and this was an excellent acquifitiont He 
.V^» ^ man of niild axui virtupusi m:yincr§ ; 
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an able officer, poflefled of the greatcft po-» 
Jitenefs, and of heroic valour in the day o£ 
battle. 

The corps of artillery had been avigmented : 
the king increafed it to three battalions ; the 
laft of whiph wa§ deftined for garrifon towns^ 
It was well exercifed, and ii> good condition ; 
but not fufficientiy i^umeroys,- fpr that profofion 
and various fpegi^? of anillery whii^h fall^ior^ 
foon after introduced into armies. The number 
i)ught to have been double ; but, as fuch had 
not b^en the cuftom in preceding wars, and 
as thefe two battalions would formerly have 
been fuffiqiept for fervi^e, augmentation was not 
at firft thought of. 

The works of Schweidhitz were built during 
the peace ; a^id thofe of Neifs, Cofel, Glatz, 
and Glogau, improved. Schweidnitz was in- 
tended as a depofit for the army, fhould the 
war be carried into Bohemia on that fide ; and. 
as the Auftrians had fliewn but little capacity, 

* • 

during the laft war, for the attack and defence 
of fortreffes, the works were but lightly conr 
flxufted. This in reality was very ill jreafoning^ 
for fortreffes are not built for a day, but for 
duration. And who might warrant that the 
^mprefs queen fhould not hereafter acquire an 
j^le engineer, whp Ihould introduce an art i^ 

which 
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wiich the Auflxian army Was deficient, and 
render that art common ? Thus were faults 
committed; repentance was the confequence. 
To reafon more folidly was learned from ex- 
perience* 

On the other part, it ^as forefeen that a weU 
conditioned well maintained army was piot alone 
(ufficient for war ; but that (lores, ppovifions, 
arms, and clothing, in referve were neceflary. 
This was the caufe that ftores of all forts, fur- 
niturc^ faddles, flirrup$, bits, boots, cvtouch- 
i)oxps, belts and the like were amafled. Thp 
arfenal contained fifty thoufand mufkets, twenty 
thoufand fabres, twelve thpufand fwords, as 
many piflols, carbines, and bandeleers, and in 
a word whatever was neceflary for periodical 
luppjy, and which cannot always be obtained 
in time of need, with fufficient promptitude. 
A train of heavy artillery had been caft, con- 
fitting of eighty battering pieces and twenty 
mortars, and depofited in the fortrefs of Neifs. 
The gunpowder colleded amounted to fifty-fix 
thoufand quintals, which were diftributed 
through the different: fortreffes of the kingdom. 
The magazines of provifions contained thirty? 
fix thoufand winfpels of flour, and twelve thou^ 
fand of oats ; fo that, by taking thefe previous 
meafures, every thing was prepj^red fof the 

foreboded 



HISTORY OF THE $£VSK YEARS WAR, II 

/prcbodcd wary which fecined at no grpat dif- 
fanq?* The l^g even made an augmentatbn 
in die garrifoji i«^ments, in 1755; thpfe ci 
Silefia were incre^fed to eight battalions, thofc 
of Pruffia to three, and thofc of the eledoral 
zaarcfa; t^ t\yo; in fhe whol? thirteen bat* 
talion?. / 

lij a poor jKJuntry, fhc fovereign finds no re- 
^urce ii» the purfe of his fubjeft?; and his 
4uty is, by prudence and good occonomy, to 
fet ap^rt fupplics for thofe extraordinary ex- 
{>ences which will become incjifpenfable. The 
juit an^afles i^ fun^mer what it confumes in win- 
ter ; and a Wng ought to provide during peace 
for diie expenditures of war. This article^ 
Iftrhicli unfortunately was of fuch importance, 
was pot forgotten ; and Pruffia was, of itfelf, 
irapable of making fome campaigns. In a word, 
jQie waji ready to appear in the lifts on the firfl 
0gnal, arwl to break. a lance ^th her op- 
ponents» How ufcful this precaution was will 
be feen herea&er ; as will the necefllty of the 
^ing of Pruffia, from the odd fituation of his 
province^, to continue armed and prepared 
for every event, that he might not become 
^e fport of his neighbours and his foes. He 
ought indeed to have made greater preparatbns, 
lad the ftatf beci| capable of fuch ; for, in the 

perfon 
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perfon of the emprcfs queen, the king found an 
ambitious and vindiftive enemy, who was the 
more dangerous becaufe Ihe was a woman, 
headlong in her opinions, and implacable. 

Too true it was that fhe had long been fe- 
cretly preparing thofe grand prcgefts in her 
cabinet which were afterward to be put in a6t. 
Devoured by ambition, (he fought for fame in 
every path. She imparted an order to her re- 
venues which had been unknown among her 
anceftors ; and, by excellent arrangements, 
not only repaired what (he had loft in the pro- 
vinces ceded to the king of Pruffia and the king 
of Sardinia, but, had even confiderably aug- 
mented her wealth. Count Haugwitz was 
made comptroller general of the finances. 
Under his adminiftration, the revenues of the 
emprefs queen amounted to thirty-fix millions 
of florins ; or twenty-four millions of crowns. 
The emperor Charles VL her father, though 
poflefTed of the kingdom of Napfes, of Servi^, 
and of Silefla, had not fo much. 

The emperor her hufband, not daring to 
interfere with ftate affairs, undertook thofe of 
trade. He annually colle6led large fums from 
his Tufcan dominions; which be turned to 
good account in commerce. He eftabliftied 
mnnufadtures, and lent on intereft. He con- 

traded 
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traded for tljc army-clothing, horfcs, arms, and 
uniforms of the whole Imperial army. In part- 
nerfliip with one count Boltza and a merchant 
of the name of Schimmclmann, he farmed 
the cuftom-duties of Saxony ; and^ in the year 
1756, he even fold forage and flour to the. 
army of the king, then at war with the queen 
his wife. During the war, he advanced very 
confiderable fums to this princefs, on good 
fecurity. In a word he was banker to the court. 
In the jyeceding wars, the emprefs queen had 
felt the ncceflity of better difcipline ; for which 
purpofe flie chofe aftive generals, capable of 
introducing it among her troops. Thofe old 
officers who were ill-fitted for the command 
were difmifled, with penfions, and replaced by 
young men of family, full of ardour, and the 
love of military renown. Camps were annually 
formed in the provinces, where the troops were 
exercifed by commiflary infpeflors, well verfed 
in the grand manoeuvres of war. The emprefs, 
at various times, repaired herfelf to the camps 
of Prague and Olmutz; that (he might ani- 
mate the troops by her prefence, and donations. 
She, better than any fovereign, uhderftood the 
value of fuch-like diftindions. She rewarded 
the officers, who were recommended by her 
generals ; ^nd every where excited emulation, 

the 
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the employment of talents, and the (iefire of 
pleafing. 

A fchool of artillery was at the fame time 
formed, imder the direftion of the prince of 
Lichtenftcin. The corps was made to confift 
of fix battalions, and he carried the ufe of artil- 
lery to that unheard-of excefs which it has lateljt 
attained. His zeal for the emprefs queen occa- 
£oned him to expend, for this purpofe, more 
than a hundred thoufand crowns of his own pro- 
perty. That nothing might be neglefted which 
any way (elated to the army, the emprefs queen 
founded a college for the young niobility, near 
Vienna, where they were inftrufted in all the 
arts which have any reference to war. Hither 
(he drew able profelSbrs of geometry, fortifica- 
tion, geography, aiid hiftory, who formed pu-^ 
pils of capacity ; and thus the college became 
a nurfery of officers. 

By thefe various cares, the army acquired a 
degree of perfection before tinknown, under 
the emperors of the houfe of Auftria ; and a 
woman executed plans worthy of a man of 
genius. This princefs, who extended her views 
to every part of adminiftration, ill fatisfied with 
the manner in which foreign and political 
affairs had hitherto been managed, chofe count 
Kauniu, toward the conchifion of the year 

1755* 



HISTORY OF THE SBVEK YEARS WAR. t^ 

1755, and gave him the patent of prime mini- 
fter, that every branch of government might 
be under the infpeftion of one man. We (hall, 
in its place> have occafion to bring the reader 
more particularly acqviainted with a perfoa 
who enafted fo great a part. He partook of 
all die fentiments of his foverdgh ; and had 
the art to flatter her pafSons and gain her con- 
fidence. When he became minifter, he la* 
boured to form alliances, and to exclude die 
king of Prufiia, that he might prepare for 
the plan, which (he had fo much at heart, of 
recovering Sile£a, and of humbling this (bve* 
reign. Itot^ as this properly belongs to the 
following chapter, we fliall^herc drop the ful> 
jedu 

Thus were two powers during peace prepar- 
Hig for war; like two; gladiators, who impa-, 
tiendy bum to employ the (words they arc 
(harpening* 
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Of War and Politics ; from the Year 1 746 f4 

th^ Ttar 1756, 

g nr^ H E ptocc of Drefden, like mdB: 
JL treaties which are made between 
fovereigns, fufpended hoftilities without de- 
ftroying the feeds of difcord, which exiftcd 
between Auftria and Pruflla. Whatever diffi- 
mulation ttie court of Vienna might employe 
the lofs of Silefia dwelt too forely on the me- 
mory to permit animofity and hatred to be fmo- 
thered, or that they (hould not at length flame 
forth. Properly fpeaking, the war between 
thefe two powers was not ended; it did but 
change its appearance; and, though armies 
were no longer combating in the field, the 
Auftrians in their cabinet continued hoftilities* 
Stratagem, intrigue, artifice, were the arms they 
employed to embroil Pruffia with every court 
of Europe ; and, if poffible, to raife her up 
enemies even to the very ends of the earth. Of 
this we ftiall bring fufficient teftimony. But, that 
we may employ order and perfpicuity in what 
we (hall fay, we firft will take a retrofpeftive 
view of particular events, which happened in 
4 the 
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the various courts of Europe. As, after rfxe 
peace of Drefden, war was ftill carried on, be- 
tween the courts of Vienna and -London on one 
part, and Paris and Madrid on the other, wc 
find ourfelves obliged to give a iketch of this 
war, that we may omit nothing which may 
conduce to the better underftanding of this 
hiftory. 

The Imperial and allied armies did not prof- 
per in Flanders, where they were oppofed by 
marihal Saxe. Toward the end of the year 
1 746, the marftial gained the battle of Rocoux. 
The lofs of this battle was in part attributed 
to the prince of Waldeck, who was ill pofted, 
and in part to the Auftrians, who did not fuf- 
tain the Dutch. Prince Charles of Lorraine, 
after having been a fpeirtator of the defeat of 
the latter, fent prince Louis of Brunfwic to 
coyer their retreat ; which he did fo efifedtu- 
aUy that the allies gained Maeftricht, without 
the French,, who purfued them, being able to 
come up. 

^ 747. Marflial Saxe opened the next cam- 
paign by taking moft of the towni of Dutch 
Flandersi Louis XV. headed the army in 
p^rfbn. The prefence of the king and his 
minifters did but increafc the cmbarraffment of 
marftial Saxe, and the expence qf the army* 
^ C The 
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The courtiers filled the camp with their at- 
bals, and cdunteraifited the gfeneral* A court 
fo numerous daily dhtianded ten thoufdnd 
ratios for the coach-horfes. But neithier thcl 
court of Verfaillcs nor the fenemies df Frinc6 
could prevent matftial Saxe from prfeferVing 
his fuperiority during that campaign. His firit 
projeft was to beflcge Maeftricht ; and, that he 
might deceive the enemy, he feigned an at- 
tempt on Bergen op- zoom. The ftratagfeni 
Was underftood by the duke of Cumbetland, 
who haftily marched into the neighbourhood of 
Madlricht. The marftial feeing hinifelf an- 
ticipated, as haftily quitted his camp at Ma- 
lines, and marched beyond St. Tron to thd 
heights of Henderen. The allies, whd dn the 
eve were at the commandery of Yohs, neg- 
leftcd to occupy that important height. Unde- 
cided in their choice of the field of battle, and 
wavering in their refolutions, they fet fire to 
villages and extinguiftied it ; placed troops in 
thefe villages and withdrew them ; and, on the 
morning of the aftion, after having fet the vil- 
lage of Lafeld on fire, they quenched the flames, 
and placed men in it, though at the diftance of 
two thoufand paces in the front of their army* 
At this village the battle began. Marihal Saxc, 
awknefs of the inconiiftent motions of the allies, 

imagiAcd 



>ietIST6B.T or THE IfiVEK tEAHS WAR. I9 

imagined Lafeld was dcftitute of troops, pro^ 
pofed to fcize it, and found his miftakc. The 
attack was made immediately ; and, by per- 
filling and facrificing theit men,' the French 
carried the village, which decided the vidory. 

The allies retired to Maeftricht, without be- 
ing purfued by marflial Saxe ; becaufe that the 
count de Cleftnont Tonnefre did not think 
proper to charge the enemy with his cavalr}'-, 
notwithftanding the reiterated orders he re- 
ceived. His difobedience to his general pro- 
I cured him the dignity of marfhal of France* 
Louis XV. therefore properly fpeaking only 
gained, by his vi6tory> the barren advantage of 
remaining on the field : and the duke of Cum- 
berland, though vanquifticd, prefervcd Mae- 
ftricht from a fiege. 

That he might not ftill let the campaign pafs 
ufelefsly aWay, Saxe returned toward Bergen 
op-zoom, the fiege of which he committed to 
marfhal Lowendahl. The excellent works of 
Cohom, and the admirable wit with which he 
had conftrufted the mines, were alone almoft 
fufficient for defence. Cronftrom was the go- 
vernor. He was ninety years of age, and 
his mind and his body were alike infirm. The 
garrifon was none of the beft, and the officers, 
' wanting experience^ knew not whether they 

C 2 ought 
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ought td defend themfelves by their minel 
or by inundatioii. They refembled the fa* 
mous afs of the fchools, that is faid to h^ve died 
between two bundles of hay, unable to deter- 
mine on which to feed. The French made an 
aflault, and cd.rried the place almoft without 
refiftance. The governor fcarcely had time to 
cfcape^ in his nightcap and gown. This ex- 
ploit terminated the fuccefs of the French, foi* 
the prefent.year, in Flanders. 

Fortune was more favourable to the Impc- 
rialifts in Italy, and Provence. It is true that 
the revolution of Genoa occafioned the expe- 
dition of count Braun * on Toulon to fail. This 
revolution was the effeft of chance* The Au- 
ftrians ill-treated fome citizens, who were at 
work in embarking artillery for Antibes. The 
people aflembled, took the part of the infulted 
citizens, and, in their firft fury, drove the 
marquis of Botta and the whole Auftrian garri-- 
fon out of Genoa. This was the caufe that 
the arniy of Auftria was in want of provifions 
and ammunition 5 and that count Braun quit- 
red Provence* On his return, he laid (iege to 
Genoa; but did not rake the city. France 
fcnt fuccours thither, under de Boufflers ; and 

* A different fpelling for Brown. T. 

afterward 
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afterward under the duke de Richlieq; who 
both took fuch proper meafures that they 
rendered the efforts of thp Auftrians abortive. 

The French and Spanilh troops, headed by 
the chevalier de Belleille, wilhed to open a road 
into Italy aft^rthe retreat of count Braun. The 
French firft approached the pafs of Eijiillest 
Dc Belleifle, finding this poft i\\ defended, 
thought it might fafel)^ be infulted. He fent 
to the Spaniards that, with the French, they 
might attack it with their united forces ; but 
they deferred joining him for three days. This 
gave time tp the king of Sardinia to reinforce 
thof<^ who defended the pafs ; ^nd th^ cjefenpc 
of which was fo important. The Spaniards 
came up ; and, though circumftances were al- 
tered fince de • Belleifle had fent for this rein- 
forcement, l^e would not be thought in an error : 
Jie therefore attacked the Sardinians yigoroqfly ; 
and, after haying employed every n^^ans whicl^ 
daring courage coul4 infpire, he was killed 
while he was, with ^s own hands, tearing up ^ 
pallifado of the enemy's intrenchment. Unabl? 
to furmount obftacles which nature ap4 ^.rt had 
raifed, thef^ efforts only ferved to augment the 
}ofs of the French and Spaniards, whq were 
^very where repulfed ; and the number of of- 
|ifcrs of condition, and of the firft famiUes, who 

' C 3 fel't 
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fell there, put all France in mourning. The 
public, often unjuft and full of prejudices, ap* 
parently ill informed, pronounced this enter- 
prize ralh : it was only bold, and could not 
have failed, if de Belleifle could have executed 
his projeft when it was firft conceived; and 
had not the tardinefs of the Spaniards occafiened 
him to lofe the laurels he was fo near ga« 
thcring. 

1748. The French indemnified themfeiveii 
in Flanders, for their ill fuccefs in the ne^gh* 
bourhood of the Alps. The genius of maifibal 
Saxe had gained an afcendanc/ over the foe$ 
of France. He opened the campaign by 
marching his army in feveral columns; one 
of which menaced Luxembourg; another 
Bois le Due j and a third Venlo. Their mo«r 
tions led them coUedively to Maeftricht, which 
they inverted and began the liege. But, how«» 
ever brilliant were . the fuccefles of marlhal 
Saxe, his very triumphs became buidenibmo 
to France. This was the eighth campaign, 
and the continuance of a war the commence- 
ment of which had been fo fatal exhaufled the 
nation. All the belligerent powers were, in like 
manner, weary. The caufe of quarrel had fo 
often changed that they at length found they 
had none. The frenzy had fubfided; they 

fought 
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Aoug^ fmoufly of peace^ and bega^ a.nego/ 
^ion^ Each power felt iits fecret wQunds ; 
|br the cure of which tranquillity wa9 nece^ary* 
The l^lifli feared to increafe their national 
(ieb|t i tb^t oi^r^piece of ideal wealthy thf 
abufe (JjF which prognofticated banloruptcy. The 
Imperial court> fupported by (he fubfidie^ of 

' T^ngUsfd, would indeed have continued the 
waTj To long as her allies would have fuppUed 
ihfi tneans* * She however confented to peace» 
» prder to turn th^ reiburces (he poflefled to 
the execution of a preyed 0ie had more at 
he^Mt than the war of Flanders* France fenii- 
|>ly kit her great eicp^nces ; and fhe had the 
fnore to fc^r bec^iife of the famji^ in her 
ibuthern provinceg; the port3 of which wer$ 
blockaded by the fleets of En^and. 
To thofe rcafons of ftate, which thf minir 

* (by of Verfaillcs publicly »Ucgcd, there were 
others to be added^ more fecnpt and flill morr 
po^cer&d* Madame de Pompadour had lately^ 
become mi^refs to the king; and (be dreade4 
ys& a (ontimiation of the war (hould engage 
I-Qui« XVf tx> h^ his army every year. Thprf 
is danger in abfence for &vourites find mifr 
trfifles. She well underftood xb^n, to fix the 
heart of her loveri it waa necefiary to i^emove 
(pycry prftcjft by which they jnight fee fep%rated; 

C A in 
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m a Ivord it was neceflary to miake peace, ta 
ciFeft which flie employed all her power. When 
St. Sevcrin departed from Verfailles for Aix la 
Chapelle, in quality of plenipotentiary^ flic 
faid to him — ** Remember, Sir, not to return 
^* without peace; for this the king wifl have, 
^' at any price/* 

A congrefs was held at Aix la Chapcllcw 
Maeftricht furrendered, and peace was pro- 
claimed. By this treaty, France reftored all her 
conquefls, in Flanders and Brabant, to the 
houfe of Auflxia : in return for which, the em- 
prefs queen ceded the dutchies of Purma and 
Placenza, to don Philip ; but the reverfion of 
them was fecured to the houfe of Auftria 5 for 
it was ftipulated that, when don Carlos ihould 
afcend the throne of Spain, don Philip (hould 
fucceed him in the kingdom of Naples 1 and it 
is remarkable that this article, thus conceived, 
was ratified without either the participation or 
confent of the kings of Spain and Naples, or 
of don Philip. They therefore teftified their 
difcontent, and protefted againft every meafure 
taken at Ai^ la Chapelle, as contrary to the in^* 
dependence of their crovfns. 

The interefts of France and England were re* 
gulated in the feventh article ; in which Eng- 
land engaged to give up Cap? Breton to the 

French ; 
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French; and the two crowns mutually gua-^ 
rantied their American pofieflions^ according 
to the tenor of the treaty of Utrecht, They 
agreed to name commiflaries, in order to fetdc 
fbme difputes relative to the Canadian limits. 
The twenty-fecond article contained the gua-' 
rantee of Silefia, by all the powers. 

A very fmall degree of attention will (hew 
that this peace^ haftily made, was a precipitate 
work; and that the various pow^s facrificed 
their future intercfts to prefent emiparraffment* 
They extinguiflied the conflagraHon which 
raged through Europe ; but they amaffed com- 
buftibles, that muft catch fire on the firft oc- 
calion. Nothing more was ncceflary than the 
death of the king of Spain to excite new 

troubles ; and the indeterminate limits of Ca* 
nada could not fail, iat fome period, to embroil 
the French and Engliih. An additional cam- 
paign, or refolutibn in negotiating, will fome- 
times put a long pferiod to the difputes of fove- 
reigns. But palliatives are often preferred to fpc- 
cifics ; and a truce figned by itnpatjepcf to a per- 
manent peace* 

By this war, the court of Vienna had loft the 
dutcbies of Silefia, Parma, and Placenza. This 
diminiuion of power (he could ill endure ; and, 
JtSNihe accufed the Englift of being the princir 

pal 
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pal caufe of this lofs^ who (he affirmed^ and not 
widiou^ reafon^ facrificed the u^tcrcfts <rf their 
allies to their own^ fli^ became diflatisfied with 
that alliance^ and was induced to found the 
Ihore at Verfailles^ and to attempt to detach 
riiat power fnrni Pruffia : attempting^ alfo^ at 
the fame time^ to find fome expedient tha^ 
might conciliate the intcrefts of the two coyrts* 
Count KaiinitZy to whom this proje(% moft ap^ 
pertained^ being plenipotentiary for the emprefs 
queen at Aix la CfaapeUe> did not delay making 
the firft overtures to St. Severin, by infinuating 
that^ fl)ould France and Auftria come to a good 
underftanding^ arrangements might be made, 
between the two courts, for the^r nmtuai adr 
vantage; accordjing to which Flanders and 
Brabant might beconie fubjeft to the moft 
chriftian king; provided the king of Pruffia 
Ihould be obliged to reftord Sile^ to die em- 
prefs queen. The lure woirid have been very 
tempting at Verfaillesi, had not Loyis. XV, 
weary (^ the war he had lately concluded^ 
dreaded to begin a new war, for the execution 
of this projed ; fo that, advantageous as it might 
fecm, it was declined by St, Severin. 

Count Kaunkz ftopt not here. Frivolous in 
his pleafures, but profound in his projeds, he 
was lent as ambailador to Paris^ where he la-» 

boured^ 



ttlSTORIf OF THE SEVSN TEARS WAR. If 

bourcd, with infinite affidtiity and addrefs^ to 
erafe the irrcconcileable hatred of the French ; 
which> from the time of Francis I. and Charles 
V- had fubfifted between the houfes of Bourbon 
gnd Habfpourg, He frequently repeated, to 
the miniftry , that the aggrandizement of Pruflia 
was their own work ; that they had been repaid 
by ingratitude ; and that they could not derive 
any advanttge from an ally who (hould a6k for 
his own intereft folely. At other times he told 
them, as if forced by conviftion to fpeak — 
** It is time, gentlemen, you (hould be relieved 
** from the pupillage in which you are held, 
** by the kings of PruflSa, Sardinia, and other 
'* petty princes. Their politics only tend to 
•* fow difcord among the great powers ; by 
** ^^ch they themfclves may "be aggrandized. 
** We make war for their gain. Did we under- 
*^ (land each other, we might mutually accede 
** to' propofals, which would deprive the firft 
** powers of Evirope of all fubjed for quarrel, 
^' and might ferve as a bafis to a durable 
^ peace.*' 

Thefe ideas at firft appeared ftrange, to a 
nation that, from habit and a fucceffion of wars, 
had long regarded the Imperial houfe as a per- 
petual enemy. Though the French miniftry was 
flattered by the luppofition that thefe great 

3 , powers 
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powers would give laws to Europe, and render 
peace perpetual, there were other coniidera- 
tions by which they were held in conftraint. 
Count Kaunitz however returned continually 
to the charge j and, by his frecjuent repetitio^^ 
of the f^me fentim^nts, they became familiar tg 
the CQurt of prance ; which infenfibly was perT 
fuaded that thefe two great powers were not fo 
jjatively inimical as their forefathers had ima-^ 
gined. Time was i^eceffary for this (hoot to 
bud and grow. The dod^rine of count K^unit? 
continually made profelytes, and occafioned a. 
coolnefs between the courts of Verfa^les and 
^erj^n ; which W^ particularly remark^ed when 
lord Tyrconnel was fen^ to Berlin- This an\r 
bafiador^ very angfy at the fuppofition of pur 
pillage, which count Kaunitz had mentioned 
with fuch contempt, inceffantly ai\d a^eftedly 
fpoke of the independency of great powers. He 
on^ d^y was imprudent enovigh to hold dif- 
courfe, the fenfe of which was — •" Should the 
*' king of Pruflla difcover the leaft tergiverfa-r 
** tion^i we fliall permit his downfal, and he wiH 
<* be crufbed/' 

The French preferved the appearance of 
friendlhip and complaifanee to the king, a\* 
though the court of Verfailles, nq longer fup- 
pofing an alliance with the emprefs queen inv* 

poflibk^ 
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J>oflible, no longer felt its fonner repugnance to 
tiiat alliance. Such was the ftate of affairs in 
France, when the vexations of the Englifti ob- 
liged I^uis XV* to have recourfe^to arms. 

The court of Vienna, not finding all that 
facility in the court of Verfailles with which (he 
had flattered herfelf, and ever affiduous in 
making good her party, turned toward Peterf- 
burg, where (he employed every means to 
fbengthen her union with Ruflia, and to excite 
a quarrel between the emprefs Elizabeth and 
the king of Pruifia. The Rufiian minifter was 
certain that his hatred to Pruflia would be re- 
warded ; and the Auftrians increafed his falary in 
proportion to his bitternefs. Thofe who were 
at the head of the government, feeking there- 
fore only to inflame the courts of Peter(burg 
and BdrKii, found the pretext they fought in a 
fubjeft which was, in itfelf, very innocent. The 
neceflity of eftabli(hing a balance of power, in 
the north, had occafioned France, Pruflia, and 
Sweden, to form a triple alliance. Count Bef- 
tuchef at this pretended to take umbrage. He 
filled the mind of the emprefs with fears, and 
proceeded to fuch excefs that the Ruflians im- 
mediately formed confiderable camps, in Fin- 
land, on the Swedi(h frontiers, and in Livonia, 

on 
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dn the frontiers of Praflia. Thefe appearance* 
were afterward annually renewed. 

1750. Under thefe critical tircumftanceS 
a difference tirofc, between Ruffia and Sweden^ 
concerning the limits of Finland, which had not 
been accurately defined, by the treaty of Abo. 
frhis unfortunate pretence gave Ruffia the li** 
berty of beginning a war, whenever (he (hould 
Aink proper. The court of Vienna fomented 
thefe diffenfions, purpofely to difquiet the king 
of Prtiffia, and induce him to take fome falfe 
ftep, that might involve him in a quarrel with 
Ruffia. The emprefs queen however contented 
herfelf with feeding the difcontent of the two 
GOurts> without raftily haftefting a rupture* 
The Ikuatiok of the king was delicate, and em- 
barroffitig ; it might have become dangerous^ 
bad he not been fortunate enough to gain infor- 
mation of the moft fecret defigns of his enemies, 
by procxiring the whole correfponderlce between 
the minifters of the courts of Saxony, Vienna, 
and Pcrerfburg. 

Count * * ♦ felt himfelf humbled by the 
peace of Drefden, was jealous of the puifrance 
of the king, and laboured, in concert with the 
courts of Vienna and Peterfburg, to commu- 
nicate that hatred and envy by which he wat 
dfcvoured. This minifter breathed nothing 

but 
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but war, and flattered himfelf he might profit 
by the firft troubles iii feurope, to abafe a neigh- 
bour (o dangerous to Saxohjr* He tVell undeN 
ftood that cledorate \*roUld not he fpared, and 
that the firft efforts of the Pruflitos Would be oil 
that fide ; yet did he fufier the army to moulder 
away. We will hot examihc how far his cOn-» 
duft was cdnCftent. He ought not to havfc 
been ignorant that every ftate deceives itfelf 
which^ inftead of depending on its proper 
ftrength, hopes prote<ftion from that of its 
allies. 

Thus there were no fecrets with which the 
king was not acquainted ; and the frequent in- 
formation he received ferved him as a compafs, 
by which to direft his courfe, amid the rocks 
be had to avoid ; and to prevent him from fup- 
pofing mere appearances indicated a defign 
againft him of immediately declaring war. Yet 
the influence of the court of Vienna, over that 
of 1Peterfl>urg, daily increafed; which might 
naturally happen, becaufe the mind of the mi- 
nifi^r was prepared to receive fuch impreflions 
as they might endeavour to infpire him with, 
tigainft Pruffia. Count Beftuchef had fufpefted 
the king's ambaflador, baron Mardefeld, of 
holding intelligence with the marquis de la 
Chetardie, to difpoflefs him of his poft. In 

order 
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order to revenge this perlonal affront, he pr6#* 
vailed on the emprels to tonclude an alliance 
with the courts of Vienna and London. This 
treaty^ made in 1 746, was for two reafons ad- 
vantageous to Ruffia : firft, becaufe the union 
of the houfe of Auftria was convenient to Ruf- 
fia, that their powers might jointly oppofe all at- 
tempts of the Porte ; and, in the fecond place, 
becaufe of the Englifh fubfidies, which after- 
ward inundated Peterfburg. Affairs being in 
this fituation, it was not difficult for the em- 
prefs queen to break off all correfpondence be- 
tween Pruffia and Ruffia. Not all the cautions 
which the king could take, under fuch danger- 
ous circumftances, nor the continual propriety 
of his condud toward the court of Peterf- 
burg, could prevent matters coming to a 

crifis. 

1753. A man of obfcurc birth, invefted with 

the character of Ruffian ambaffador, was em- 
ployed by count Beftuchef to effect this pur- 
pofe. This ambaffador, ordered to feize the 
firft occafion of coming to a rupture, obeyed 
thefe orders, that he might fulfil the intentions 
of his court. The king held a feftival at Char- 
lottenburg, on occafion of the marriage of 
prince Henry with the princefs of Heffe; Hi- 
th?r the foreign minifters came. The proper ' 
I officer 
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bfficdr had ordcrt td ihVite them all to fuppcr. 
He acquitted himfelf of his commiffion ; but 
could not find the Ruffian ambaflador^ who 
had departed pUrpofely half an hour before thd 
others* On the morrow^ this ambaflador de-< 
clared he could no more appear at court, after 
the infult given to the emprefs^in his perfon ; 
and that he fhould wait the return of his courier 
from Peterfburg, ultimately to regulate his 
conduA according to the orders he fhould re- 
ceire. The courier arrived ; and the Ruffian 
ambaflad(H* immediately left Berlin clandef- 
tinely^ efcorted as he pafled through the city 

by the fecretaries of the Aufbian and Englifh 
cmbaffies* 

His departure obliged the kiiig in like man*' 
ner to recal his ambaflador from Peterfburg* 
No fooner were the Aufhians freed in RulBa 
from the PrufTian ambafladon who was a curb 
upon them, than they gave Hit rein to their ill-* 
will, and blufhed not to propagate falfehoods 
and calumnies the mod: atrocious. To envenom 
the mind of the emprefs Elizabeth againft &e 
king, they perfuaded her he had been con* 
ceraed in the confpiracy againil her life, that 
he might reftore prince Iwan to the throne* 
The emprefs, who was of an eafy and indolent 

D chara^tcr^ 
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charafter, believed their affcrtion^, not wilKng 
to take the trouble; of examining the truth, ox^ 
conceived an irreconcileable hatred to the king. 
France at that dme bad na ambaflador ac 
Pieterfburg, and tile Swediih ambaffador Aere 
was rather Raffiaa than Swedithy cosfequcndy 
very little proper to ferve the king ; het had 
therefore no means of accefs to the empr^^ or 
of freeing her from the error into which (be had 
been led, by the ambaflador of AvxEtxiz and his 

creatures. 

The court of Vienna, fatisfied with the fen- 
timenta c£ animo&y Mtd hatred with which fhe 
had infpired the court of Petei-fburg againft 
Prufl^a, was too artful to proceed ferdien 
She contented h^ftlf with having difpofed 
minds for mifunderftandings, but would not 
precipitate the quarrel^ that (he might conclude 
her interior arrangemeitts, and wait a favour- 
able opportuiMty of giving Wrth to l^r vaft pro- 
jefts. Thus did thip court agitate all Europe, 
and fecretly fori« a confederation againft Pruf- 
fia, to which the firil import^t event was to give 
effedt. 

The differences between Sweden and Ruflia 
concerning the frontiers of Finland were how- 
ever amicably ccmcluded ; but towsurd the end 
of the ye^ 1756, a kind of revolution hap- 
pened 
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Jpcncd. In thi^ kingdom, of which we are ob^cd, 
to t^e fome notic^^ becaufe that its confc'r 
qyences influenced the general affairs of Europe s 
it happen? d a? follows. 

The court had long been on ill tctmfMith 
the fenators of the French fa6tion,^45fetau{c of 
the vacant poft: of major-general^, jfhich the 
king had deflined for M. von Lievei|, and 
the fenate for count Ferfen. The fenat^ car- 
ried the day ; and the couit^ highly piqued at 
tjie affrotjt, took evtry fiiture occaiion of coun* 
terading the l^rench fadion. In 1755, counts 
Brahe and HorA and the fieur von Wrangle,, 
with many lords of the firfl families' of the king- 
dom attached to the court fadion^ led it to hope, 
for a fuperiority in the diet^ by elefting a mar* 
Ihal who (hould be entirely at its devotion. It 
happened however totally the reverfe, and 
count Ferfen, the enjsmy of the court, obtained 
that office, by the intrigues and fupport of the 
French party. 

In this diet, wliich began on the 17th ctf 
Odpber 1755, the fenate, proud of its fuperio- 
rity, prefented a memorial to the dates, thaC 
the grand difpute between the king and the 
ftnjtte, relative to the appointment to places, 
might come to a decifion. As the judges were 
all at the diCpofal of the French amb^ifiador, 

D a the 
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the fcnate triumphed. An abufivc ufe was, 
thidc of viftory, and that (hadow of authority 
which the king till then had enjoyed, according 
to the laws of the kingdom, was diminifhed. 
The infolence of thefe magiftrates went fo far as 
to ftrip the queen of the crown jewels, and of 
thofe with which ftie had been prefented. But 
little was Wanting, to the contempt in which fo- 
r€reign majefty was held, for thefe ambitious 
fehators to have undertaken its total deftruc- 
tion. 

Such outrageous proceedings made a very 
ftfong imprefEon upon the court and its adhe- 
rents, and particularly on the minds of counts 
Brahe and Horn, and the fieur von Wrangle, 

\frho aflcmbled in the firft emotions of indigna*^ 
tion, and by one bold attempt refolved to 

change the form of government. The king 
had not a fufEcient afcendancy to prevail on 
them to be more temperate. Their meafures, 
tnmuItuduHy concerted, were ftill worfe exe- 
cuted; and with a mixture of timidity and 
temerity they hefitated in the moment of ac- 
tion. An enterprize deferred is ufually dif- 
cbvered. They were betrayed by fome feeble 
friends, in whom they had confided. The 
fenatc took vigorous measures to preferve itfelf 
fmm^very attempt. Count Brahe was arretted, 

Th^ 
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The fieur von Wrangle and other lords of the 

# 

party had the good fortune to efcape. The 
name of the king appeared in the depofitions of 
the confpirators. Count Brahe and feveral per- 
fons of an obfcure bifth periftied oh the fcaf* 
- fold ; and the king was entirely ftrippcd of the 
prerogatives which he and his predeceflbr had 
enjoyed, according to the form of government 
eftablifhed after the death of Charles XIL 
' From that time M. de Havrincourt, the French 
ambaflador,; was in reality king of Sweden; 
•he governed the nation with defpotifm, and 
afterward engaged in the German war in an ir-* 
regular niaiuier^ and in contradiction to tht 
confUtution. This could not have happened 
had the lawful king preferved the authority 
which was legitimately his due. The only fer- 
^ce the king of Pruffia could render his bro- 
ther-in-law was to reprefent, to the court of 
VerfailleS) that the arrogant conduct of its mihi^ 
fler, which fet all Sweden in commotion, ought 
in decency to be changed; but France was 
better pleafed to fee its ambafTador at the head 
of the kingdom than the lawful king. 

The preceding year (1754) another difpute, 
but lefs vexatious, had happened between Pruf- 
fia and Denmark. This related to a law-fliit 
$hc ^Quntefs of Bcntinck had inftituted againft 
' P 3 few 
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/ her huftand. An eftate, fituatcd on the frontjors 
of Eaft Frifeland, had been ceded by fhis lady 
to the count ; but fhe afterward repented of tho 
formal contraft into* which fhe had entered. 
The judges condemned the eflate to fequeflra- 
tk)n# The king, as diredor of the circle of 
Weftphalia, was to fee juflice done* The court 
of Vienna gave this commiffion: to the king of 
Penmark, who fent troops thither that were 
anticipated by the Prufiians. The king of Den« 
mark took fire, and, had he not been withheld 
by moderation, he would have employed 
threats. The parties were appeafed howevei: 
by the mediation of France. Every body wai 
fatisfied; but the countefs of Bentinck, who 
loved chicanery, broke the agreement that had 
been accomplifhed. She carried the caiife to 
Vienna, whence (he returned into her county ; 
and, as no perfon feemed difpofed to interfere^ 
the fuit remained undetermined. 

1754, and lysS* I^ feemed that, during the 
peace, that fpirit of difcord which fpread 
throughout Europe had divided all courts. The 
king had difputes with England, which he be- 
lieved ivQuld have pccafioned a quarrel between 
Pruffia and that nation. During the lafl war, 
the EngU(h privateers had taken fome fhipi& 
which belon^d to Pruflian merchants. The 

Englilb 
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Englilh wctc both judge and party in their own 
caufe ; in fo much that their court of admiralty 
declared the ihips were lawful prizes. The 
Idngy after having made proper remonftrinces 
to the court of Londoni entered into negotiation. 
The Englilh would nor relax, and treated what 
was alleged concerning the illegality of their 
proceedings with little refpeft. After ineffedwi- 
ally exhaufting every mode of conciliation, 
no other expedient remained, for the indemni« 
fication of the Pruffian fubjefts, but to put the 
fum which the king owed the Englilh in feque* 
firation, and whidi he had engaged to pay, ac- 
cording to the peace of Breflau. This was the 
reftitution of one million eight hundred thou* 
Cmd crowns, borrowed by the houfc of Auflxia. 
en Silefian mortgages, for the fupport of the 
war againft the Turks, in 1737 and I738« 
The laft liquidation, of three hundred thoufand 
crowns, which remained to be pjud was flopped. 
The Englilh were irritated. This gave place 
to warm declaraticms on each part. The Au- 
ftrian ambaflador at London was very adive in 
empcrifonmg the difpute ; which perhaps mi^ 
have had difagreeable confequences^ had they 
not been diverted by a more ferious quarrel, 
between France and England, relative to Ct« 
nada. 

D 4 «755- 
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1755. The very duke of Mecklenboui^ 
repofing on the protedtion he enjoyed from the 
Imperial court, thought proper to cavil with thp 
king. The fubjed was the rights which the 
Ring's anceAors, from time immemorial, had 
^een in ppfleffioa of; that is of recruiting in 
Mecklenbourg. This the duke, at the inftiga- 
t|on of the court of Vienna^ oppofed; and 
tjbc king adminiflred juflice in his own behalf. 
Some of the inhabitants of Mecklenbourg were 
pa^ied off for foldiers ; and certain land-bat* 
liff^, who oppofed thc^ enrolment of the pea* 
fants, wei:e imprifpn^d, ^n 1756. The duke 
piadc loqd complaints; but pgrcqvi^ig tha^ 
diey terminated in nothing, he. thought proper 
to come to an accommodation, a^d the affair 
was amicably cQQclude^. 

Soon after, wh^n the cmprefsqueq^ per^^ 
ceivcd the war between France and England 
on the point of breaking out;, fearching fome 
pretence gf quarrel with Pruffi^, (be perfuaded 
;he duke of Meckl?nbourg to lay his com- 
plaint? before the diet of Ratifbon. Tlje court 
of Vienna was dpfirous thi? matter Aould be 
confidered as a yiotation of the peace of Weft- 
phalia, and ferve her ^ a pretext for declaring 
y^ againft ^e king; and at die fame t^e of 
claiming fuccours from thofe powers^ by which 

this 



HISTORY OF THE SEVEN YEARS WAR« 4I 

^s peace l^d been guaranded. We ^fliall 
hereafter fee that, though this allegation failed, 
the court of Vienna had no difficulty in finding 
^othen The opportunity fo impatiently ex- 
pefted w^ xxot long before it prefented itfclf^ 
and was cs^gerly fcized. When fovereigns are 
determined to come to a rupture, they will not 
}iefitate concerning materials for a manifefto. 
They decide, make war, and leave the care of 
their juftification to fome laborious civilian. 

Our reafoii for not having hitherto mentioned 
Holland is tl^J^t, after the war of 1740, and 
particularly s^er the death of the ftadtholder, 
the Dutch made no figure in Europe, 

We have only fuccinftly to touch on a fingu- 
lar calamity which befel Portugal, and which 
threatened the kingdom with" deftrudtion. An 
prthquake fb violent happened there that the 
city of Lifbon was laid in ruins. Houfes^ 
churches, palaces, were overthrown, fwallowed 
^p, or devoured by the flames, which ifTued 
from the earth's entrails* Between fifteen an4 
twenty thoufand people perilhed* Several other 
towns and villages of this kingdom were 
|hakep, or thrown down. This earthquake 
was felt along the fea-coaft, to the firontiers of 
Holland, and could only \k attributed to the 
efforts of a fubterranean fire ; which, (hut up 

in 
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in the bowels of the earth, had dug itfclf a 
channel, and formed a gulph under Portugal, 
where its efforts to efcape were exerted. Pofte- 
rity perhaps may behold a volcano on the 
place where Lilbon now ftands. But it may be 
faid that the plagues of Heaven were not fuffi* 
cient to afflift this wretched globe. Soon after- 
ward the impious hands of man were armed by 
their own wickednefs ; they mutually murdered 
each other for a vile quantity of dirt. Hatred, 
obftinacy, and revenge^ made them proceed to 
the utmoft excefs. Europe was deluged with 
blood; and moral evil, to which the human 
race became vidims, greatly furpaffed the phy- 
fical evil which Lifbon had felt with fo much 
rigoun 
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C HA P. III. 

Caufi of the Ri^ture hit ween France and England. 
Negotiation of Lord Holdemefs. Jlliance be^ 
tween Pruffia and England. Offers of M» 
Rouille. Embaffy of the Duke of Nivemois. 
France offended. War declared againft Eng^ 
land. Cape Breton taken, by the Duke de 
Rkblieu. The Englifi>, terrified by Jlat-bot^ 
iomed Boats, Jend for the Hanoverians and 
Bffjians. Ruffia ftrengtbens berfelf on tbe Fron^ 
tiers of Frv£ia. Tbe Auftrians affemble twq 
Armies in Bobemia. Intelligence obtained fronf 
tbe Jrcbives of Drefden, tbat dif covers all tbe 
Myfiery of Iniquity^ Quarrel with Auftria^ 
Reafons for declaring War. Firft Difpofitione 
of tbe Troofs. Plan of tbe Campaign^ 

9 

' AFTER having given a Ikctch of 

JTX the fituation of the fevcral powers 
pf Europe, at the commencement of the year 
1755, it is neceflary we (bould tiJce a r^trofpeft 
pf thofe •(Jiflentions, and their caufes, which 
ocpifioned the war between France and Eng- 
land. Pref«?nt ^!Sm% are fo intimately related 
to paft that, for this purppfe, we nnift go back 
tp the treaty of Utrecht, xq arrive at Ae ori^ia 
.6 9i 
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of this quarrel ; which was the difputes of the 
French and Englilh concerning the limits of 
Canada. 

LiOuis XIV. in hafte to conclude the treaty 
of Utrecht, that he might detach queen Ann 
from the grand alliance, ordered his plenipo- 
tentiaries to fign, and not to objeft. Thefe 
plenipotentiaries employed equivocal terms to 

indicate the limits of Canada, concerning which 
the difference arofe. The gain of France by 

this treaty was fuperior to all her pofleffions in 
a country fo fterijej but no fooncr were the 
troubles of Europe appeafed than the £ngli(U 
and French, each, interpreted the article of the 
limits of their American pofieffions to their 
own advantage. There were fome contention$ 
between the colonies of the two nations j 
though thefe petty quarrels did not degenerate 
into open hoftilities. 

By the treaty of Aix la Chapelle every ^Sb^ 
culty ought to have been removed. The 
ambaiTador St. Severin and his colleagues, in 
conformity to the reiterated orders they received 
from France, to accelerate the figning of the 
preliminaries, referred the decifion of the limits 
of thefe colonies to the examination of com-*^ 
mrflkries, who were to be appointed by the two 
cpuns, after the conclufion vf tl^e peace. Th^ 
'^2 ^^ra,^ 
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commiflaries^ being aflembled, inftead of con* * 
ciliadng the two nations by their conferences^ 
did but augment their mutual difcontent and. 
bittemefs. The embafly of die duke de Mire- 
poix^ and the negotiation he began at London, 
were of no effedL Mutual reproaches of ill 
faith were made; the EnglUh and French* 
troops in America came to hoftilides^ fome forts 
were carried, and war was begun without be- 
ing declared. In the relations fent home, the 
Englifh officers did not fail to impute every 
violence to the French, Each party wrote 
juftifications of their conduft : with thefe the 
city of London fwarmed. 

The Englifh narion, eafily inflamed, ima* • 
gining it has caufe of complaint againft. 
France, being difTatisfied with the peace of 
Aix la Chapelle, breathed nothing but war. 
The conduft of the duke of Cumberland madd 
the fermentation general. He perceived that 
age caufed the king his father to approach the 
period of exiftence. To increafe his credit, 
and gain greater influence in the fucceeding 
reign, he had formed the projeft of filling the 
council with his creatures, and of bellowing all 
the great offices of the crown on perfons who 
were intirely devoted to his party. He de-. 
figned to place Mr. Fox at the head of the 

trea* 
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tfcafury, and to give him all the power witk 
which the duke of Nev^caftle Was inVefted^ 
But the elevatioil of Fox could not take place, 
<Scept by driving the duke of Navcaftle from 
<^ce; and this was the more difficult bccaufr 
tliit the latter had great power over the mind of 
the king, atid tvas efteemed, in parliament, for 
his long fervices, his virtues, and his wealth ; 
and, by the nation, becaufe of * hlis immenfc 
wealth, and the places which were in his gift^ 
as well as of the numerous members of parlia-' 
ment whom his poffeffions gave him the power 
to have elefted. 

The duke of Cumberland imagined that the 
b'eft -means of obliging the duke of Newcaftle 
to quit his great ftation would be to engage? 
England in a war with France, by which thtf 
riiinifter would be under the neceffity of adding 
new debts to thofe with which the government 
was loaded, which would furtlifti oppofidon 
with fubjedt of complaint ; or he flattered him- 
ftlf he might profit by the poflible ill fuccefs, of 
the commencement of the war, to impute error 
to the minifter, and make him determine, by 
the vexation and pcrfecution he (hould find, 
voluntarily to renounce his ofiice. This was a 
vaft and complicated plan, for the execution of 
which the quarrel between the' two nations muft 

be 
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be inJaaied^ and the peace infringecL No^ 
thing CQul4 be more eafy. At the yerj name 
of Freactunan the people of London ate furi« 
OU9. Combuftibles were colleded^ and they 
were presently fet in flames« The tuamkuous 
n^uion obliged king Qeorge to prcfpare fbcnc 
amiamenit^. One ftep mfenfibly occafioned 
another 1 ^11, the pgrcies. came to aAion* Vio* 
leii^e gay4 place to. repri&l; and^ toward the 
concluiipjfr of 17549 war between the two da* 
tipn$ ^p^ared to be koevitabte : ic waa how* 
ever renmrked that the miniilry of Veriaillet 
afted with the greatdl moderation^ and ^t 
wjFong proceedings were ail on the part of the 

EngUlh* 

The two. kings, percciYing themfelves me- 
naced by vt'ar, eBwicavoiired each to ftrengthcn 
hi$ party^ aod to coDfimi anci^t alliances, or 
to form new. At this time the king of Pruflia 
was coiBtcd bodi by the French and Englilh, 
His alliance with Louis XV. was not expired. 
The poffdSions <rf the French io the Indies 
were in all cafes excepted from the guarantees 
of iPruffia; and^ under the prefcnt circum- 
ftances, it appeared that the part of the Pruf- 
fians would be to remain neuter, and become 
fpedators of the enfuing troubles. The court 
of Veri^Ues thought otherwife ; asd Imagined 

the 
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the king of Pruffia was to France what a defpot 
of Wallachia is to the Porte ; that is to fay a 
fubordinate prince, who, the moment he re- 
ceives orders, is obliged to make war. She 
farther perfuaded hcrfelf that, by carrying war 
into the eleftorate of Hanover, (he fliould 
foften the king of Great Britain ; and thus, in 
the heart of the German empire, terminate 
thofe differences which fubfiiled in Ame«> 
rica, between her and the court of I/Hidon. 
RouiUe, who then was minifter for foreign 
affdirsi one day faid to the Fruffian ambafiador> 
Knyplxau£en> with an intention of engagiiig the 
king to contribute to this diverfion, — ^* Write, ' 
^ Sir, to the king of Pruffia, that he may affift 
'^ us in our expedition into Hanover. He will 
** there find pillage ; the treafury of the king 
^^ of England is excellently fumifhed. This 
" he has but to feize, and it will* be a good 
** capture." The king returned him for an- 
fwer that fuch-like propofitions might be be- 
coming, when negotiating with fome perfons ; 
but that he hoped, in future, M. Rouill6 
would learn to diftinguifh thofe with whom* he 
had to treat. 

Thefc negotiations were more warmly prcffed 
toward the end of 1 755. King George, informed 

of the defign of the Frencli, and alarmed at 

the 
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the ilorn^L ivhich meoaiCed his dcftorate^ was 
perfuaded that the moft certain means of Ihelter 
was to conclude an o^enfiye alliance with 
Pxuffia. He kn?w that the connexions be- 
twren the Jdngs of PrufEa and France were 
^Jmofl at an end> for the treaty of Verfailles 
would expii^e in the nionth of March 1756 ; 
and he charged Jord Holdemels, his fecretary 
of ftate, to begin a negotiation with the court 
^f Berlin* 

Uncertaia of the difpofitions of the king of 
PxuiSa, ^clativp to fueh an alliance, lord Hoi- 
demefs, that he might not e^pofe his niafter to 
a direft refiifal, ventured to make his firft pro- 
pofals by tjiie intervention of the duke of Brunf- 
wic ; under pretence of fccuring the peace of 
Gemiany^ againft die danj^r with which it was 
ihreatQned by an approadii^g yar. The king 
was required to enter into meafures which might 
afcertain the public tranquillity, Great confe* 
quences yra:e armexed to thi^ propofitio^* The 
iVtuadon of Pni^a was thea fuch that the part 
She ^fiiQuld take would highly influence peace 
f^nd w;^•• Should the treaty with France be re- 
newed, the eleftorate of Hanover muft be at? 
tacked. Tiiis woul^.draw upon her the forces 
of the EQgli|b,^uftrians,aA4 Ruffians. Should 

£ . aa 
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an alliance with England be concluded, it wai 
probable the French would not carry the war 
idtd the empire j and Pruflia wo^ld find herfelf 
connected with (jrcat Britain anci Ruflk. This 
apparently liiuft oblig« the emprefar qu^en to 
rcmaiii at peac6, whatever her defire mi^t be 
to re-coft^lf^r Silefia, aiid however gre^ thtf 
preparatiofis Ihe might have made, td zd: zM 
occafion (hould ferve. 

Before he came to a determination, tlie king 
neverthelefs thought proper to be ceftairt of 
the difpofitioH of the court of Ruffia ; but, ai 
the chancellor Beftuchef was his declared enc* 
my, there was no poflibility of obtaining intel- 
ligence immediately from Peterlburg itfelfj 
fincc all intercourfe between the two courts 
was interrupted. He therefore had recourfe 
to the fieur von Klinggraeff, his ambaflador at 
the Imperial court, and to lord Holdemefs 
himfelf, that he niight underftand on what 
terms England and RufSa were, and efpecially 
whether the court of Vienna, or that of Lon- 
don, had the greateft influence at Peterfburg. 
Kiinggrseff replied that, the Ruffians being an 
interefted people, there could be no doubt but 
that they were attached to thofe who could pay 
them, and not to diofe who had nothing to 
pve; that the emprefs queen often wanted 

funds 
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feiftds to fupply her own expences; that thereto 
fore the Ruffians would be with the Eriglifll^ 
whofe immenf6 ^&^ch etlabl6d them to gr^ht 
heaVy fubfidifes. 

The iinfwer of lord Holdernefs implied that 

tiiere was a perfeftly good intelligwice betweeri 

England and Ruffia; ^nd that king Georga 

had a firm confidence in the friendfhip of the 

emprefs Elizabeth. I'he infortfiatidn which 

the king obtained^ from his dfiibafladof at the 

Hague, correfponded fo Wfell with that which 

he had recdved from Vienna tod London^ that 

he imagined fo minjr people colild not all be 

deceived, oh the ladie fubjeft ; and that their 

conjedtureS, bdng fimilar, mull neceffiirily be 

juft. Thus determined, he entered into rtego- 

• tiadon with England, and anfwered lord Hol« 

demefs that he was not difincUned to concert 

innocent and defenfiVe ffieafures with the king 

iJf Great Britain, which fhould only relate to 

the neutrality of Genhany. The two powers, 

being Agreed concerning the principles of their 

ulliance, foon c6nduded a treaty, which was 

figned at London, on the fixteenth of January 

1756; It confifted of four articles, the three 

fijfft of which related to the reciprocal guaran* 

tees of their proper ft^tes } the laft regarded 

Germany only, and ftipulatcd that it Ihould not 

: E z be 



be invaded, or entered, by any fi>xeign (orccs^ 
There were two fecret articles, by one of which 
the Auftrian low covintries were excepted from 
the guarantee of Germany ; and by die other 
the Englifh engaged to pay twenty thou&nd 
pounds Jfterling to the Pruffian merchant^ who 
had pretended a claim of indemnification^ i(x 
the prizes made and not reftored by the Eng- 
iifli, during the laft war. 

The treaty arrived figned at JSerlin, about a 
month after the duke de Nivernois had repaired 
ihither. houis XV. had ient thb nobleman 
ao die king to i:enew the peace o( VetfjuUei^^ 
:which would foon 03cpire» %nd further to en- 
gage Pf uf&a in the prc^d -which {France medi- 
tated againft Hanover. The ftrpngeft argu- 
ment which the duke de Nivernois empk^ed, 
xo induce the king to this alliance, ^ndmakejuon 
a party in the war^ was an o&r of the {bvereign^ 
ftf tl^ iilat^d of Tobago, it ihould be known 
that, after the war of 1740, the Preach had 
beftowed this ifland on marfhal Saxe ; and, as 
the Englilh appeared tp be very much diflatis^ 
iied, it was flipulated that it (hould lemain de* 
fert, uncultivated by any nation. This was toa 
fmgular an offer to be accepted. The king 
turned the affair into a jeft, and intreaced the 
duke de Nivernois to fearch for fome perfon 

who 
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who might become govtnuNr of the iilapd of 
Barataria with greater prapriety than himfelf. 
In like majuier he decfined renewing any alii* 
ance^ or taking part in the war in queftion; 
and^ that he might aft with the utmoft can- 
dour, and ccMivince France of the innocency 
of thofe new engagements into which he had 
entered with England, he made no difficiilty of 
(hewing the duke de Niyemois the original of 
the treaty, whidi had lately been iigned at 
London. The news oi this alliance made a 
very ftrong impreffion at VerfaiUes, on Louis 
XV. and his council, who were but little fhort 
of affirming that the king o( Pruffia had re- 
volted againfl; France. Impartially examined, 
the fstEt was otherwife. The alliance between 
Pruffia and France would expire in two months. 
As a fovereign, the king was authorifed to form 
alliances widi thofe nations whidi might jNrocure 
the greateft advantage to l^s ftates. He there- 
^re forfeited nekher his word nor his honoui;, 
by his union with the king of England ; efpe- 
cially when this union was to prcferve his own 
ftates imd all Germany in peace. But the 
French would hear no reafon; they fpoke at 
Veriailles only of the apoftacy of the king of 
Pruffia, who perfidioufly abandoi^ed his ancient 
Itllies ; and the court uttered fo many reproaches 

£ 3 that 
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that it became probable refentment would not b9 
confined to words. 

We have, in the preceding chapter, feen the 
^rts and fubtleties with which the CQurt of Vi* 
enna ejideavqured to gain the friendfhip pf thaf 
of Verf2^iUe§; ai^d with what induftry count Ka^r 
nitz had applied himfelf, during his refidenc^ 
at Paris, to familiarize the minds of the French 
to the fuppofition of an aUiatice with Aufbia. 
IXiring the momentary ill-humour of JLquis 
XV. the fe(biqn which obtained of declaiming 
againft the king of Pruffia, in th? council of 
Verfailles, oceafioned this feed to take root. 
The extreme yivacity of the French nation led 
it to coniider an alliance with the houfe of 
^uilria as a iuperior refinement in politics. 
Accordingly, count Surenberg was charged^ 
Ipy the emprefs queen, to propofc an alliance 
between the two courts. This was prefently 
agreed qn, for both parties wilhed the fame 
titling ; and it was figned, in the name of the 
{noS: Chriftian kipg, by M. RpuiUe ^nd t^hp 
Abb^ de Bernis, on the 9th of May 1756, 

Thisfaqipus treaty of Verfaille?, anpovnced 
^prith fo much qf]^nt^tion, and baptifed-»-^f ^hc 
?* vmion of fhe greaf ppwers,*'-ip-Va? in ifs 
own nature defenfive; and in fubftance con- 
Implied tl^e promife of" an aid of twenty-fo^r 

^ouiand 
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ttouTand men^ (hould either of the contrafbing 
powers* be attacked. It was this alliance how* 
wer which encouraged the emprefs queen ia 
the execution pf the grand project which (he 
h^ To long been meditating. 

The union erf the houfe of Aiiftria and 
Bourbon, fo lately formed^ began to make it 
fufpeftpd riwt the treaty of London could not 
maintain the tranquillity of Germany, Peace 
might be faid to be fufpended only by a hair ; 
fome pretext was but wan^g ; and, when thai 
is ^ fole thing n^cefikry, war is as if declared. 
It foon appeared inevitable; for information 
was obtained that the politicians had all been 
deceived in their dependence on RuiE^* That 
power, over which the intrigues of the Auftrian 
lyjinifti^R prevaijpd, brpke with England ber 
caufe of the allianci^ which the king of Great 
l^ritain had coixcluded with the king of fruffis^ 
Couiit Beftuchef for a moment remained unde? 
cided, between his paffion fqr Engl^fih guinea^ 
and his hatred towa|d ]iie king: but hatred 
was vi^oriou^t The ^mprefs Elizabet}), an. 
cnenay p jhc ]?rench nation, ufter tlje laft em- 
bafly of the m^pis d^ la Cl^et^die^ w^ better 
pleafed to'league with that nation than to pre- 
(prve the leaft alliance with a power which had 
^ome cpnne£|ed with PruCBa. Aftivci ii^ 
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every court of Europe, the court of Yittaik 
profited by the paffions of fovereigns and theif 
minifters, to attradt them to itfel^ aand govtrtt 
them according to the purpofes propc^ed* 

During thefe fudden and uncxpcfted change* 
of fyftem, the Englifli [hips no longer kept any 
meafures with thofe of France. The vexations 
and infraftions they coiiimitted enforced the 
king of France, in his own defpite, to declare 
war. The French oftentatioufly announced 
they were preparing to make a defcent on 
England. They lined the coafts of Brittany 
and Normandy with troops, built flat-bottomed 
boats for their tranfportation, and aflembled 
fome (hips of war at Breft. Thefe appearances 
terrified the Englifti, and there were rtioments 
during which this nation, which has the charac- 
ter of fo much wifdom, imagined its dcftruc* 
tion near. To remove thefe fears, king George 
had recourfe to Hanoverian and Hcflian t-roops, 
that were brought into England. 

Thus was the court of London amufcd. 
The French profited by the panic they had 
Infpired; and, while they kept up a (how of 
invafion oppofite the coafts of Great Britain, 
rtiade a real defcent on the ifland of Minorca. 
The duke de Richelieu, who headed this expe- 
dition, laid ficge to Port Mahon. The Englifti 

did 
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did ndt percdve tb6 defign tif ^ French ttfl 
ft wtt ptn in etecntbn : tb6y iiitet^kfi tttik 
ft fleet Into the Medlc^nui£an> to tbe fuccour 
4)f th6 phct befleg^y ifhe^e th^ admiral^ 
jiyn^ wai beaten bj die FrencK J!|uadfon. 
The Engliflx governmehti that it might difctil* 
pztt itfelf in the eyes of the furioiis populace^ 
%as ol^ged to immolate i viAiiii. Admiral 
Byng was feet, whofe imiocence many fehfiU^ 
men prctciided to prove. The duke de Ricfie* 
lieu in vain attempted to eflRSft a breach in Port 
Mahon^ the works of which are cut in the rock* 
Impatieht at the tength (^ th6 fiege^ Ue drdered 
it genisral aflauk: the French made k icalade, 
4nd the |)lace ^as takto. 

While fortune favoured the Fireheh in Ih* 
fouth df Eutdpe, th* aff^rs of the Abrth dail^ 
becarilfc thore critical. Thfe Ruffles formed 
tamt>i in Uvohidi which \^r6 ilill in6r6 cdfifi^ 
demble than thofe diey had there fohtt^ d^*^ 
ihg the prfededihg years. Ttie court of Kuffia 
%as induced tb take thefe ftejps b;^ that of Vien^. 
ha, by which the treaty of Petcrlbui^, ihade ifl 
the year 1746, was ckimcci ii if war hisui WeA 
declared, and aflMtancc requilite. Ah attriy ttf 
fifty thoufand Mufcdvites, oh die frontiers of 
fruffia, bccaihe a fubjeft of hhport^nce. Whit^ 
ever die caufe of the utraament hii^ht bfe, tti 

effefts 
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fffc&s appeared to be formidai)^.^ TI^ king 
}iad a channel throi^h: which he obtained cer-' 
tain advice^ rdative to the projeds of his ene* 
mies^ which were ripe for execution, by the 
mejuis of a dcrjj: of t^^ fgcrct ch^»cery of 
Drefiien, who wecWy remitted to thi5 Pruflian 
ininiftf r thp difpatqhes whiclj his cqurt received 
^om Peterftjurg and Vienna, aj well as fopj?^ 
of al^ the treaties he had found in the archives* 
From thefe writings it appeared that the court 
of Ruffia cxcufed herfelf, becaufe of inability, 
frpm undejta||:ing war that year, her fleet not 
bcjmg in 4 condifign tq ppt tQ fca ; but in re-^ 
veng^ (he promifi^d the greateft efforts (hould 
be made the next. Thus informed, tl^ king 
determii^e4 tq fpijd, ^ a feeming r^ervc, a 
corps intq Po|nera;iia, ppmpqfed of te|i batter 
Ijpns 2uid twenty fquadron?. Thefe troops were 
cantoned in the enviwDns of Stolpe, during 
the month of Auguft, ^yhpr? th^y f pi»ld incite 
no uneafiinefs in the ^uffians^ and Tvherp they 
were notwithft^ding in readinefs tq reinforce 
marftial Lehwald, whenever Jie fcpulc^ have 
reafon to apprehend any att^n^pt on t}ie part of 
the enemy. 

More troops than ufual were prefently af*- 
fembled in Bohemia, by the court of Vienna, 
of which two armies were formed. The on? 

3 ^d^f 
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under . the command of prince Piccolominiy 
encamped near Konigfgrastz ; and the principal, 
pnder marihal Braun (Brown) in the neighbour-r 
hood of Prague. This 'Vf as nop fufficient : the 
f ourt amafled magazmes in Bohemia, and af-t 
fembled horfes for the conveyai^ce of provifions 
and of the i^umgyous artillery which was in- 
tended to be employed in the anny. In a word, 
fill thofe preparations took place which are 
tifnal^ when one power propofes to attack ano- 
ther. 

The difpatches which the king received from 
Drefden were full of the plans that were formed 
by the couit of Vienna to invade the ftates of 
Ithe king. From thefe he learned that, if no 
better could be found, the emprefs queen would 
piake this difference of the king with the duke 
of Mecklenburgh a pretext for war. This dif- 
ference was a trifle ; the affair had been accom- 
modated, ^d ilumbered. It related to the 
xight of recruiting. The duke thought prefer 
to take offence at die exercife of this right. 
After the juftice of the proceeding had been 
prov^, be being Hill obfiinate, the king then 
took executive juftice into his own powen 
Though this pakry affatrwas no longer in quef- 
^on, the emprefs queen determined again to 
l?nng i( OQ the tapis« She pretended to undeiv 
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]Sand the proceedings of the king as cotttruj to 
the laws of the empif e, and in viol^ioa to the 
peace of Weftphalia^ which engaged her to make 
herfelf a party i^ behalf of the duke of Mecklen** 
bttrghi and to require alfiftance from the princes 
who guarantied that peace. 

The information which the king obtained 
of this defign^ added to the motions of three 
armies on his frontiers^ that daily menaced open 
rupture, gave occafion to demand an explana* 
tion, from the court of Vienna, relative to thefe 
grand armaments. This court was intreated to 
give a categorical anfwer, that it might be 
known whether it was or was not intended to 
break the peace. The reply of count Katinit^ 
Was found tp be conceived in equivocal and 
ambiguous terms; but he explained himfelf 
with Icfs referve to count Flemming, the ambaf^ 
fador from the king of Pdand at Vienna^ who 
fent his court an account of this conVerfation* 
A copy of his difpatches was immediately fent 
from Drefdin td Berlin. In thefe count Flem;4» 
ming faid-^*« Count Kaimitz propofes to in- 
^* cite difquietode in the king bf his replie$» 
^' and to induce him to commit the fiift hdii«- 
^^ lities." It is cettain that liha ftyie wm fo 
haughty. Ho arrogant, that it was faflSciemly 
dear die empitfs queen was determined On war; 

an(l 
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4n(} that (he wUhed the king (hould be fuppqfed 
the aggreflbr. But it ftill was probable the 
year would have pafled away^ before that the 
enemies of Pruffia would have proceeded to ^e 
lafl extremities^ becaufe the court of fc^erC* 
hmg was defirous of deferring war to the foi* 
lowing year, and becaufe it was apparent th^ 
emprefs queen waited till ^er aUies Ihpuld aU 
be ready, thdi t^ king might be atta^e^d with 
their united forces* ^■^^ 

Confideratiof^s like thele caufcd the queftipn ^ 
to be examined, whether it wer€ more advwi* 
lageous to anticipa|e th? enemy^ by an imqie* 
diate attack^ or wfit tiU t^cy had finiflied nthf^ir 
grmd preparati<M^, a^d fuffer them to ufe ^^ 

own difcrctipn, concerning the enterprif^^they 
ihould form* Whoever part fliould be takon^ 

under fi¥:h circviniftancefii, war was equjilly we^ 
iv;itable J it was the bufinefs .of i^alcidgdpA to 
lii^ whether it would be moSt ndicMtagpoui 
to delay, &mp Qionths, or to begb iouiier \ 
4iatcly. ""x 

This hiftmy will hereafter fliow th^^the^c^ing 
pf Poland was one pf the mof^ z<^p\is p^Mtifani 
(^ thp uniop, iformed by the emprefs queen^ 
<fg»inft Pn}^. The Saxon army w^feeble^ 
It was know^ that it amounted to fcarcely 
mghteon thmlAnd men ; bu( it w^s alfo knowo 

4 that 
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that it was, during winter, to be augnientra 

t6 the nuniber of forty thoufand. "feydeferrin| 
Ivar, die king therefore would give ah ill-dif- 
pofed neighbour time 16 become ftioire fornii- 
dable ; riot to aadrthiat Ruflia conld not enter 
intd aftidn during the ' prefent year ; and. 
Saxony not having concluded its arrangements, 
the riioment fceriiecl favoidrable ' to gain upon 
the enemy, by obtaining, in th^ firfl: c'ariipaigii, 
advantages which ill-timed delicacy would lofi^ 
fhould bailitary opfefatiohs ht deferred to thd 
following year. Inaftion would firthet facifi*^ 
tate the enemy -s iheans of fellings mth united 
J)ower^i dn the ift^tfeS of the king j which riiuft^ 
on thie (Jpenihg of the firft campaigh, have bc- 
tome thie feat of wir^ Inftead df whichj by 
carrying war into the eflemy's country, whofe 
evil defigns were proved, it would there be 
fixed, and die Pruflian provinces fpared* As 16 
the terrific epithet of aggreffor, this was a vairi 
fcarecrow, fit only to impofe on timid mindsi 
and to which no attention ought to be paid in 
a crifis fo important, when the fafety of thd 
ftate was in danger. The true aggreflbr, ncJ 
doubt, is he who obliges another to arm, by 3&^ 
tack to anticipate his enemy, and, by a waf 
kfe difficult, guard againft a war more daiigeT^ 
«as ; for, of two evils, the leaft muft be chofem 

The 



The fubffeuice of tfie ctfriteff would be the fame, 
whether the 'enemies' t>flfie king did Or did not 
accufe him of feeing tKc aggreflpr ; the con* 
fpiracy tff the poti^ers of Europe againtf 'Phiffii 
bdng ali'eidy . fojfniecl. /'lii? efnprefe queen> 
the cmprels of Rlil&a^ and the king ot Poland, 
were agreed, and at the moment o( entering oik 
^£tion ; fo that the kl^ w6ju!d not have had a 
friend the more, nor an ehqmy the lefs# , In fine 
the pf efervation of the itatc, and thefupport o( 
die houfe of Bifaiid$iib0urg, were to be confi* 
der6d« At a moment fo ferious, fo impoifemt, 
would it not have been an unpardonable &ult^ 
in poUtics9 to^ haVe ftopt at vain formalities ; 
from which we ought not to depart, in the com- 
mon courfe of things, but to which we ought 
not to fubmit, in cafes fo eittraordinary as thefe; 
when irrefolution and delay would have erifured 
deftraftion,* and* when fafety could oAly be 
found by vigorous and' prompt rcfolution, exe- 
cuted with equal adivity ? ' 

The different reafons here alleged deter- 
mined the king t6 outftep his enemies. He 
gave die c^urt of Vienna to underftand that its 
anfwer Was confiidered as' a declaration of war, 
and that war it (hould have. He afterward took 
the neccflary difpofitions to put the troops in 
motion. It wai^ the month of Auguft, and 

Pruffia 



Pniffif I«d iu)Cliu^ t» fm from Ilu^> for the 
prefent year^ (or reafofti before ^yen ; fo Ithac 
marOia^ jLe^wald was fatiiA«d jnrstji ^flembling 
the ux>ops under his coiiini9n4j in t^e environs 
of Konigiberg ; tljat jthey inightb? ii> readineS, 
and be brought mto the fields fliQuld ciroun* 
ftances fo require 

The king propofol to att^cK t|ie Auftii^ 
with two arn^es. Mat^l Schwerin^ who re«* 
ceived the convnand of that in Silefia^ was to 
penetrate into the circle of Kpn,i^[^r^z ; t^t 
other» oppofe^ at once both to Saxons and Au* 
ftrians, mirft natiirally be the feongeft, pd YW 
formed of the Pprne,iUQia9 regiments^ Qf tboi(e pf 
the Elc&orate^ the dvitchy of IN^j^deltourg, 4wd 
the provinces of Wcftphalia. The )iv^ .thpqght 
proper to conraymd this in pcrfpn. jrjl^ ^^^ 
iffas ^ once to enter Sazony with {cytx^ jco^ 
lumns ; either to .^^xm ^ Sfaxon t;raops^ if 
found difperfcd in their qi^rt^^ or jgive 4^em 
battle^ if aflembled^ ^hathe might n(^t t^yean 
eQemy ia his rear whe^ he (hould advance into 
5pheni«ij, or be expofed ^<f perfidy jfim^^to 
that of ^^ Saxons in the year i74^* The l^^tg 
held himfelf ^uthociztpd thys to aft by ,^ ^ex;- 
pupiiOQce of thcp^j the engs^qacotstbe^axo^ 
had entered into with the bouie of Auftiia, an^ 
from their iU intci^tions, which were ;nan|f^w 

the 
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the difpatches of all their minifters^ in the pof- 
ieifion of the king. Thus did reafons of right, 
of policy, and of war, fupport and juftify his 
condua. 

It was at the fame time refolved to gain as 
much ground, during the firft campaign, as 
poffiblc ; the better to cover the dates of the 
king, remove the war to the greateft poffiblc 
diftance, and carry it into Bohemia, if this could 
be effefted. Such were the general difpofitions 
which the king oppofed to the league of the 
greateft powers in Europe, intending to aflail 
him : the Pruffian troops were foon on their 
march, and began their operations in Saxony 
and Bohemia, of which we fliall give an account 
in the following chapter. 
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C H A P. IV. 

The March int$ Saxoty. The famous Camp of 
Pima. Bohemia entered. Battle of Lowofitz^ 
Campaign of Merfhal Schwerin. The Succour 
at Scbandau rendered ineffeHuaL The Saxons 
taken, IFinter garters. Une formed iy the 
Troops. 

TH E firft thing ncccffary, at the com- 
mencement of the war, was to deprive 
the Saxons of the means of making themfelves 
•parties in it, and of difturbing Prufliat The 
eleftorate of Saxony muft be traverfed to carry 
the war into Bohemia. If Saxony were not con- 
quered, an enemy would be left behind ; who, 
depriving the Pruffians of the free navigation of 
the Elbe, would oblige them to quit Bohemia, 
whenever the king of Poland (hould pleafe. 
This the Saxons had done, in the war of 1 744 ; 
when, interdicting the navigation of that river 
to the troops of the king, they rendered his ex- 
pedition fruitlefs. It was not from vague con- 
jefture that they were now fuppofed to have 
the fame deiignsi proofs were poflefled of 

their 
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^cir ill intentions ; and it would have been an 
vinp^donable fault, in politics, weakly to hav6 
fpared a prince allied to Auftria, who waited 
only the proper monaent openly to dfeiclare him- 
felf, when fo he could do with impunity. As 
the king likewife forefaw that the greateft part 
of Europe prepared to attack him, he could not 
cover the elei^oral marchd of Brandenbourg^ 
except by occupying Saxony ; in which it was 
better to fix the feat of war than in th^ vicinity 
of Berlin. It therefore was refolved to carry 
the war into Saxony, in order to fecure thd 
Elbe, and to endeavour, if the leaft opportu- 
nity fliould occur, to difarm the SaxoJl troops. 

On a motion made by fome Pruffian regi- 
ments, in Auguft, to march from Pomerania 
into the eleftorate, the Saxon forces took their 
pofition between the Elbe and the Mulde. They 
foon after went into their ufual quarters, and 
again prefently aflembled in cantonments. All 
thefe marches and countermarches did not de- 
ceive the king, who pofitively knew that the 
defign of the court was to affemble an army in 
the camp of Pirna j where the Saxons, occupy- 
ing a poft that could not be forced, thought 
they might fafely wait the fuccour they had 
been led tp hope from Auftria ; and ftill flat- 
tered themfelves they might amufe the Pruffians 

Fa by 
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by frivolous negotiatidil. Without paying the 
leaft attention therefore to thefe troops, it Was 
determined inceffantly to penetrate with the 
army into the frontiers of Bohemia. 

The king divided his army into three co- 
lumns, the common point of reunion for which 
was to be Pima. The firft left Magdeburg, 
under die command of prince Ferdinand of 
Brunfwic, took the road to Leipfic, and pafled 
through Borne, Chemnitz, Freyberg, and Dip- 
poldifwalda, to repair to Cotta. The fecond 
column, under the king, marched to Pretfch, 
while prince Maurice of Deflau made himfelf 
matter of Wittenberg ; after which this de- 
tachment, reunited to the reft of the corps, 
crofled the Elbe at Torgau, whence the king 
paffedy by Strehlen and Lommatfch, to Wilf- 
druf. "^ 

Here certain information was received that 
the Saxon troops were all aflembled at Pirna, 
where the king was in perfon, and that there 
was no garrifon in Drefden, but that the queen 
ftill remained there. The king fent his com- 
pliments to the queen of Poland, and the Pruf- 
fian troops entered the capital, obferving dif- 
cipline fo ftrift that no perfon had caufe to 
complain. The army encamped near Drefden ; 
from which on the morrow it advanced toward 

Pirna, 
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Pima, and took poft between the Elbe, Sedclitz, 
and Zed. 

The third column, led by the prince of Be- 
vem, traverfed Lufatia ; whence, having been 
joined at Elfterwerda by twenty-five fquadrons 
of cuiraffiers and huffars, coming from Silefia, 
it marched for Bautzen, Stolpen, and finally for 
Lohmen. Pince Ferdinand at the fame time 
arrived at Cotta ; fo that, by the junftion of 
thefe three columns, in the environs of Pirna, 
the Saxon troops were entirely blocked up. 

The prefencc of *fo many armies however 
gave birth to no battle ; not a fingle aft of ho- 
ftility was committed. The Saxons very civilly 
fuffered themfelves to be famiftied ; and each 
endeavoured to fecure his own eftablUhment, to 
the beft of his abilities. The king of Poland, 
that he might gain time, began to negotiate. 
The Saxons could with greater facility writ© 
than fight. Repeated propqfals were made; 
but, as no folid advantages were oifered, they 
were rejefted. Their end was to obtain a per- 
ft(S^ neutrality, to which the king could not 
accede j becaufe that the engagements between 
the king of Pplai^d and the courtsj of Viennaj 
and Ruffia wcrp too well known. 

The Saxons however made all Eurape re- 
fund with their lamentations. They fpread 

F 3 reports 



JO POSTHUMOUS WORKSt 

reports the moft injurious, to the Pruffians, on * 
the inyafion of their eleftorate. It was neccfr 
fary to difabufe the public rcfpeding thefe 
flanders ; which, not being refuted, would gain 
credit, and fill Europe with prejudices, againft 
^hc conduft of the king. He long had pof- 
feffed copies of the treaties of the king of Po- 
land, and of the narratives of his minifters tq 
foreign courts. Though thefe pieces fully jut 
ftified the enterprizcs of the Pruffians, they 
could not be made ufeful. Had they been 
publiOied, the Saxons would have accufed thcn^ 
q( beingj iniaginary, and forged at will, only tq 
authorize a daring conduft, which was not to be 
juftified but by falfchoods. The king therefore 
found himfelf obliged ^o have rccourfe tq the 
original pieces, which ftill were in the archive^ 
of Drefden ; and gave orders that they might 
be feized. They were all packed up and ready 
to be fent into Poland. The queen, informcc| 
of this, oppofed the attempt ; and (he was with 
difficulty brought to comprehend that the beft 
niode of afting would be civilly to yield, to Ae 
king of Pruffia, and not abfolutely rcfift Hn 
aft which, though not Co refpcftful as might 
have been wiftied, was ftill the confequcnce of 
abfolute neceffity. 

The 
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The firft ufe made of thefe archiTes was to 
publiih an extradi £rom them^ known to die 
world under the title of Mifmn raifonne/ur Uf 
deffms danger eux des cours di Vktme et de Dr^dt^ 
avec Us pieces juJHficatives *. While this fceno 
was enaftingat the palace of Drefiien, the Pmf^ 
fian and Saxons troops remained (juiet; (h^ 
king of ^Poland amuiing him&lf with the hope 
oi the fbccour which the Auftrians were to fend^ 
and tbe king ef Phiffianot being able to und^r-^ 
t^ any thing againft a camp where numbera 
and valour would have becai ufiskis. it will 
not be irapropdr^ tq render the &d& we fhall 
relate more intelligible, that we fhould give 
a pankular defcrtption of. th^ femous camp of 
Fhna^ 7^ of the pofition of the Saxoi^ troops, 
by wliom it: was occupied. 

Nature bad been pleafed on this capricious 
fpot to form a kind of fortrefs, to which art had 
liecle or nothing to add. To the eaft runs the 
Elbe> between rocks which, by narrowing its 
linaitS) r^ndqr the fiream more rapid. The 
rigltt of the Saxons was fupportcd by the fort-^ 
rcfs of Sonnenfteiii, near the Elbe. la a hol- 
low, at ^ foot of thefe rocks,, ftands the town 

r 

* Well knowii in Engliih under the title of " Four 
♦» Fieces," &c. or— T^P King of Pniffia»» Jdyfic«t«ry 
riccM. T, 
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of Pirna, from which the camp takes its name. 
The front which faces the north extends to the 
Kohlberg. This is as the baftion of that cur^ 
tain before which is one continued ravin, from 
fixty to eighty feet deep, which turning thence 
toward the left furrounds the whole camp, and 
ends at the foot of the Konigftcin. From tho 
Kohlberg, which forms a kind of angle, runs a 
chain of rocks, the fummit of which the Saxons 
occupied ; and which, facing the weft, extend, 
leaving Kottendorf in ftont, and narrowing to^ 
ward Struppen and Leopold(heim, and ter-? 
minate at Konigftein, on tlite banks; of the 
Elbe. 

Too feeble to fill a camp fo vaft, and in 
which infurmountable rocks every where prc- 
fented themfelves, the Saxons were fadsficd with 
guarding well the difficult paflcs, which yet were 
the only ones through which they might have 
been attacked. They threw up abatis, redoubt;8, 
and pallifades ; all which were eafily performed, 
becaufe of the immenfe forefts of pine trees, 
with which thefe hills are loaded. The camp, 
one of the ftrongeft in Europe, having been mi-? 
nutely examined, was judged fafe from fvirprif^ 
^nd affault ; and, as time and dearth only could 
vanquifh fo many obftaclcs, a ftrift blockade 
was determined on, to prevent the Saxons from 

obtaining 
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ol^taining provifions from the environs, and to 
aft in cvpry refpeft as in a forms^l fiege. For 
this purpofe the king employed a part of his 
force to draw lines of circumvallatipn, and the 
remainder to form an army of obfervation. 
This difpo(ition, the beft imaginable und^r fuch 
circumftances, was the more prudent becaufe 
the Saxons, flying haftily to thefe rocks, had 
wanted time to amafs much fubfiflence, and 
all they poflefled niuft be coi^fumed in two 
ipontbs. 

The king's troops foon occupied all the paf- 
ftges through which fuccour or provifions might 
arrive to the Saxons. The prince of Bevem 
and his divifion took poft at Lohmen, Wehlen, 
Oberfwaden, and Schandau, quite along the 
Elbe. His right communicated with the di- 
vifion of the king by the bridge which was 
built near the bricl^-kiln. Ten battalions and 
ten fquadrons, encamped near the king, occu- 
pied the fpace between the Elbe and the vil-» 
lage of Se4?litz, as far as ^eft ; wher? the di- 
vifion of prince Maurice began, which ejs^tendcd 
bpyond Cqtta, by detachments fent as far as 
Leopoldftieim, Markerfdorf, Hennerfdorf, and 
NoUeqdorf } in all, thirty-eight battalions and 
thirty fquadrons were employed, to forni the 
(:ircumvallation of which we fp^ak. 

Marfhal 
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Marlhal Keith had the command of the army 
of obfcrvation, in twenty nine battalions and 
feventy fquadrons. Prince Ferdinand of Brunf- 
wic firft entered Bohemia with the van-guard. 
Having paffed Peterfwalde he encountered the 
Auftrian general Wied at NoUendorf, with ten 
battalions of grenadiers, and cavalry in propor- 
tion, whom he diflodged from the village. The 
Auftrian took to flight, and the prince con* 
tinucd his march. Marfhal Keith immediately 
approached from Auflig, and encamped at 
Johnfdorf, whence he detached Mannftein, 
who feized on the caftle of Tetfchen, to afcer-. 
tain the navigation of the Elbe. Things con- 
tinued thus in Saxony, and in that part of Bo-» 
hernia, till the end of the month. 

Piccolimini on the other part was advantage- 
oufly encamped near Konigfgratz, on the 
heights fituated between the confluence of the 
Adier and the Elbe. His camp, of an angular 
form, might not be approached. Marflial 
Schwerin marched with his army through the 
county of Glatz, whence he advanced, firft to 
Nachod, next to the banks of the Metau, and 
finally to Aujeft ; where he defeated general 
Buccow, who marching to meet him with a 
porps of cavalry loft two hundred men. MarfliaJ 
3chwcrin could undertake nothing againft Pic- 

(o|omini^ 
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colomini, in the poll he held. No grand pro-* 
jedt could be formed either of fieg^ or battle j 
and^ as the feafon was rather advanced^ he 
contented himfelf with confuming all the fub-^ 
fiftence he fovind in Bohcimia, and foraging as 
far as the very cannon of the Imperial arn^y i 
which general Piccolimini pretended not to per- 
ceive. A detachment of Pruffian huffars de- 
feated four hundred of %hc enemy's dragoons, 
near Hohenmaut, and brought in the greateft 
part of them prifoners. The attempts of mar- 
shal Schwerin were here bounded, becaufe tha« 
Piccolimini, careful not to remove, remained 
fcrupuloufly (hut up in his camp, which was 
ftronger than many fortreffes are. 

Great effefts this year were only to be pro- 
duced by the army of the king, employed to at-, 
^ack the Saxons and prevent them receiving 
fuccour, Here diiEculties daily incrcafed. 
Though the camp of Pima was {o far inclofed 
as to prevent the arrival of fubfiftence and aid, 
to guard all the paths that led through the 
forefts arid rocks of its vicinity was impoffiblen 
By this means the king of Poland ftill main^ 
tanned, though with difficulty, a correfpondenco 
with the court of Vienna, and information was 
^received, toward the end of September, that 
fnarfixal Braun Jiad received orders to relieve 

the 
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the Saxon troops, blockaded at Pima, at all 
events. Marflial Braun advancing with his 
anny to Budin, had three modes of executing 
this talfe, the one to march againft marfhal 
Keith, and beat his army, a thing not eafily 
^ccompiiftied. The fecoi^d to proceed through 
Billin and Toplitz, and enter Saxony, eitl^cf 
l>y the Bafberg, or Npllendorf. But this would 
oblige him to prefent his flank to marflial 
Keith, and expofe all his magazines between 
Budin and Prague to deftruAion, The third 
was to fend a detachment on the right of the 
Elbe, which, pafling through Bphmifch, 
Leippa, Schiukenau, gpd Rumburg, fliould 
march to Schandau. Neither could this lafl; 
produce any thing decifive ; for the Pruflians 
might fend fuccour into thiat country, over 
fheir bridge of Schandau, and the ground in 
the vicinity of Obcrrathen and Schandau was 
rugged, diffiailt, and fo liable to be difputed, 
from its imprafticable pafles, that a fingle bat- 
talion might flop a whole army. 
• As this critical moment was to decide the 
fate of the campaign, the king thought his pre- 
fence neccflary in Bohemia ; that he might op- 
pofe every attempt of the enemy. On the 28th 
he arrived at the camp of Johnfdorf. Here 
the troops were ported in a confined fituation, 

overlooked 
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overlooked by eminence's, and the rear fepa-^ 
rated by an efcarpement of rocks fo limited 
that, (hould they have come to adion, it would 
have been difficult to have fent aid from one 
part of the camp to another, without being 
greatly expofed. From this fituation, which 
mull have been abandoned at the approach of 
an enemy, it was through t proper to remove 
on the morrow. Marihal Braun was too diftant 
for intelligence to be obtained of his motions ; 
and, it being important to watch thefe narrow- 
ly, the king put himfelf at the head of the van- 
guard, compofed of eight battalions and twenty 
fquadrons, and advanced to Tirmitz, where he 
was informed marihal Braun would pafs the 
Eger^ on the morrow, near Budin. This was 
the moment of approach to gain information of 
his intentions ; and even to give battle, fliould 
opportunity offer. The fituation of affairs was fuch 
(September), and the plans of the two parties fo 
oppofite, that an aftion muft enfue, whether 
marihal Braun fhould determine to cut his way 
into Saxony, fword in hand, or fliould proceed 
only by detachments. 

On the 30th the army of the king followed in 
two columns. Scarcely had it gained the 
height of the Pafcopol, before it difcovered a 
camp in the plain of Lowofitz, with its right 
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fupported at Wielhotta, Lowofitz in its fronts 
and Sulowitz on its left, and the extremity of 
which extended behind the pond of Schirko« 
wkz. 

The van purfued its march, and diflodged 
ibme hundreds of pandours, who occupied a 
poft of information, from Welmina. This vil- 
lage is £tuated in a bottom, furrounded by 
rocks, moft of which rife in the form of cones. 
Thefe heights, and the very bottom itfclf, over- 
Ipok the neighbouring plains. The king di- 
ligently advancaj. with his infantry to occupy 
&e vineyards and pafles of the plain, befide 
I.^wofitz. The troops arrived about ten in 
the evening, and paffea^the night under arms, 
a little diftance in the rear of the van-guard, 
which was pqfted in face of the enemy. On 
the morrow, the ift of October, the camp that 
had been difcovered was reconnoitred, by break 
of day. A thick fog, extending over the plaiji 
prevented objefts from being diftinftly feen. 
The town of Lowofitz was perceived as through 
a black veil ; and near it fome cavalry in two 
corps, each of which appeared to confift of five 
fquadrons. The army on this was put in order 
of battle. A column of infantry was fori^ied 
on the right, another on the left, and the ca- 
valry ftationed in the feeond line; for, the 
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ground being too ample for the fmall army of 
the king, it was neceffary to place twenty bat- 
talions in the firft line, fo that the reverfe con- 
fifted only of foiir. The remainder of the troops 
were either in detachments or guarding the 
maga'i^ih^s. The fields on which the army 
of the king formed, increafed in width toward 
the left. The declivity of the hills dcfcending 
to Lowofitz is covered with vineyards, that arc 
in fmall inclofures, with ftone walls bread high* 
Marlfaal Braun had pofted pandours in thefe 
inclofures, to impede the Pruffians; fo that, as 
the battalions of the left formed, they engaged 
the enemy immediately as they entered the line. 
The fire of the pandours was but ill fuftained ; 
and, as they made no great refiftance, the opi- 
nion was confirmed that the deta<:hm€nt that 
had been perceived on the eve, encamped in 
this vicinity, now prepared for retreat, and that . 
the pandours who fkirmiftied in the vineyards, 
and the cavalry that was fcattered over the plain, 
were but the rear-guard. This appeared the 
more piaufible becaufe no trace of an army was 
difcovered. The, conjefture however was very 
falfe ; for the troops firft feen at Lowofitz were 
the van-guard of Braun. The Auftrians, ig- 
norant of the march of the king's army, did not 
gain the intelligence till chey faw it leaving 
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Welmina, when the news was fcnt to Braun by 
the general of his van-guard, upon which he 
marched that very night to join him with his 
army at Lowofitz. The fog we have men- 
tioned continued till about eleven o^clock, 
and did not totally fubiide till the adion was 
almoft over. 

As it was ftill fuppofed ttiit theire was only 
the rear-guard to combat, the Auftrian cavalry 
was cannonaded ; by which it was difturbed, 
obliged to change its pofition, and formfeveral 
times, now in a fquare, prefently in three lines, 
then in one ; and fometimes five or fix bodies 
toward the left would difappear, and foon after 
return more numerous than they feemed to be 
at the beginning. Weary of this trifling, 
which was but loft time, the king fuppofed that, 
by charging this cavalry with twenty fquadrons 
of dragoons, the enemy's rear-guard would foon 
be difperfed and the affair ended ; on which the 
dragoons came from the heights and formed in 
the bottom, proteded by the infantry. They 
aflailed and overthrew all their opponents. In 
purfuing the fugitives they received a fire of 
fmall arms and artillery in flank and front, at 
the village of Sulowitz, which drove them t<x 
the pofition they had aflumed at the foot of the 
vineyards. Hence it was conjcdured that this 

was 
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^as no longer a cbmbat with the rear-guard, 
but that marihal Braun ind the Auftrians were * 
in face of th6 army, the king wiftied to call 
off hh cavalry, ahd plate it iA the fecond line on 
the height ; but, by one of thole miftakes which 
unfortunately are but too common on the day 
of battle> it happened that the cuiraffiers had 
alljobed the dragoons before they could re- 
ceive orders frdm the aid du camp of the king. 
Yielding to their impetuofity and defire of fig- 
nalizi!ng thcmfelves, they attacked a fecond 
time. They foon overthl^w the enemy's ca- 
valry ; and, though received with the fame fire 
that had repulfed the dragoons on the firft 
charge, they continued purfuing for three thou* 
fand paces. Carried away by their ardour, they 
freed a ditch of fifty feet wide, three hundred 
paces beyond which another ditch, more deep, 
toverdd the Imperial in&ritry. A battery of 
fixty pieced then played on the Pruffian cavalry, 
and forced it to rtturn and form anew at the 
foot of the hill ; which, not being purfued^ was 
executed in good order. The king, unwilling 
they fliould indulge in fuch fallies, formed 
them into a fecond line, in the rear of his 
infantry. 

While the cavalry retreated, the fire of the 
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left began to be more hot and general, MarOial 
Braun was defirous of reverfing the qudS:ion. 
Seeing himfelf on the point of being aflailed, 
he rather chofe to attack. For this pxirpofe he 
caufed twenty battahons to file off, behind 
Lowofitz, which, having fucceffively glided 
along the Elbe, came to fupport the pandours, 
who combated in the vineyards, and even endea- 
voured to turn the left flank of the Pruffians, 
They were vigoroufly repulfed by the infantry, 
which forced the vineyards one after another, 
and, defcending into the plain, purfued fomc 
battalions of the enemy, whofe fears hurried 
them into the Elbe. Another body of fugitives 
threw themfelves into the firft houfes of Lowo- 
fitz, and made a fliow of defence. Some bat- 
talions from the right were then detached to re- 
inforce the left, fo that the left o( the Pruflians 
was fupported by the Elbe ; and in this order 
it advanced proudly, and with a determined 
air, on Lowofitz ; while the right of the army 
remained on the height by which it was fup- 
ported. The grenadiers fired into the houfes 
through the doors and windows, to which for the 
greater difpatch they fet fire ; and, though they 
had confumed all their powder, fldll were not 
the regiments of Itzenplitz and Manteufel pre- 
vented from entering Lowofitz with lowered 

bayonets. 



HISTORY OR TH5 SEVE?J Y^ARf WAR. Sij 

fcayoncts, and forcing nine - frefli battalions/ 
wiiich Braun had fent diither, to cede di^ place; 
and take to flight. All the forces of the enemy, 
that had combated in this part afterward gave 
ground, and yielded the • vidory to the JRrvif- 
£ans. •• . 

The king cpuld not, profit fb much as he^ 
would havje wiftxed by this %:cef3, becaufe he 
had properly, only beaten the right wing of the 
Imperialifts. • They ftiU occupied the village 
of Sulowitz ; and, as their left was polled be- 
hind the ditch before mendoned, they were fafe 
from the Pruffian cavalry. Praun in the in- 
terim made a fine motion with his troops. He 
advanced fome brigades of his left that had not 
been in aftiop, with whom he covered his dif-. 
banded xroops, iiying from ]L.owofitz in great 
diforder. Hewiti^drew by night, and occupied 
Leutmeritz by a detachment that broke down 
the bridge of the Elbe which was in his van. 
The marftial with his main army recovered his 
camp of Budin, ^nd deftroyed all the bridges 
of the Eger to impede the ,pafl5^ge of tlie Pryf- 
fians. 

The king loft in dead ai^d , wounded twelve 

hundred men : two field generals, Quadt and 

Luderitz, fell on this day. Oi^ly feven hundred 

prifoners were taken ; aniong whom was a prince 

. . G z ,Lobkowitz, 
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Lobkowitt, all Imperial general. Codid the 
cavalry have httn employed, toward ttc dofe 
of the affion, the munber might have been 
much greater. 

On the morrcWir, die priftcd 6f Bevem wa» 
detached with eight thoufand men to Schtrko* 
wit^, a village on the right of the king, half 
way to Budin. He fent parties from his campr 
along the Elbe, to reconnoitre the parages, and 
ftill more to incite the atttentioii and the fears of 
marfhal Braun, in order to keep him ift^ive 
by appearances, and prevent any attempt to fud- 
cour the king of Poland and the Saxons. Ta 
this the Bohemian anfty was confined. Toa 
feeble to attack, it w^ fatisfied with obferving 
the enemy. The king in reafity could not a<9fc 
ofFenfively. To efFeftualfy incite the appre- 
henfions of mailhal Braun, the Eg^r muft be 
paflbd ; fn which cafe the Imperial detachnfient 
at Lciitmerifz, being in the rear of the PruflSans, 
might have carried their nuqgazine of Auffig ; 
and tcr pafs the Egef woidd have been to depart 
too fycfrcm the line of defence. The artny too 
would have been rendered incapable of fending 
any prompt fuqcouT into'Siaxony. Should it be de- 
termined to atbick Leutmerit^, far from gaining 
by die conqueft, embarraflment would but have 
been increafed ; for d^ army wtndd havet^een 

a enfeebled 
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c^eiebled by p.utting n, g^rrifpa ^ito thf town ; 
^n^, bqng unable to garniih the heights which 
£brround and overlook it, this g^rrjifpn would 
have been expend to be taken as ibon ai at* 
tacked.' 

AU thefe re^fpijis obliged the kmg to remain 
content^ wfth the. gain of 9 battle, at the com* 
me^cement of the war, and not to attem^ any 
thing farther than to prevent Braun from mak- 
ing detachments ; or, if be made any, to be 
able to fend others equally ftrong to the fuccour 
of the camp of $^a«:Qny. The Imperial army in 
Bohemia was twice the l|rengt}i of tfa^ PruT* 
fian ; but the troops of tl^e latter were fo eip- 
pellent, fo ^ell difcipl^ed, ai^ |:heir oncers 
were fo bj^ve, that diey were fuppofed equal 
if not fuperior to th^ foe. However well found* 
e4 wy good opinicm of ourfelv^ miiy be^ fe« 
curity in war is always dangerous; and rather 
than be negligent it is beft to tal^e fuperfluous 
precaution* As i^yn^bers w|;re ix^ fiivour of 
the Aufbri^, ^nd xkt king i^i^t fiill be 
pbliged to moke detadimients, he ordered fome 
batteries to be railed, and the moft feeble parts 
of his camp to be intrenched. Thefe meafures 
were found to be the mcure fage when it yru 
known, on the 6th, that Braun had feq'etly do* 
lached famt i^imcntt, to ^e am^fm^c as f^p- 

G J pofcd 
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pdfed'Of fix* thoufand men; which, paffing" 
through Raudnitz, advanced toward Bohmifch 
]Leippa, and from thence were to continue their 
r6Ute toward Saxony. Though this detach^ 
ment excited no great apprehenfion, the king 
font intelligence to the margrave Charles and 
prince Maurice in Saxony, and put himfelf at 
the head of the reinforcements of cavalry, to 
conduct them to the camp of Sedelitz, where 
there were only thirty fqiradrons, which wcr^ 
infujfficient to contain the Saxons, efpiecially 
lho\ild they attettipt to pafs by the fide of Ho-> 
hertdorf and Toplitfc. On the 13 th, his nut 
jefty departed from Lowofitz, with fifteen fqua-» 
drons ; and on the 14th, at noon, arrived at his 
Army, -which he found at Struppcn, the quarters 
the king of Poland had occupied, during the 

whole time that the Saxons had been block- 
aded; 

The face of aflfkirs had entirely changed, in 
feaxony, fince the king had taken tte com- 
tnaiid of his larmy iri Bohemia. The battle of 
Ijowofitz had terrified the court. The hope of 
afiHlance from the lmperialifl:s was but feeble. 
The troops being menaced with approaching; 
lamine, the * Saxon generals wef e defirous to 
cut their way through the Prufflans by their 
•own ftre'ngth* • Their - projcflb - Wis to -rfcape 

• ' over 
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over the Elbe, acrofs whith they attempted to 
throw a bridge at Wilftedt% Here they found 
a Pruflian redoubt, which funk fome of their 
boats, and deranged their meafures. Changing 
their plan, they then tranfported their pon- 
toons to Halbftadt, which they believed to be 
the propereft place for their fally ; efpecially 
becaufe of the fuccour which again was pro- 
mifed them by marihal Braun. 

Every operation of the armies was fo inti- 
mately connefted with the nature of the ground 
that we are obliged, for. the information of the 
reader, to give him as exaft an idea of this as 
we are able. What has been faid fufficiently 
indicates the ftrength of the poft of Pima; but 
if this was difficult to be carried it was equally 
difficult to be abandoned. The moft natural 
and eafy way of quitting it Is through Leopold- 
Iheim, The Saxons defcending from the rocks 
might take the road to Bohemia, through Her- 
merfdorf and NoUendorf ; not that it can be 

9 

faid they might have forced this pafs without 
lofs ; but ftill it is probable they would have 
faved a part of their troops. Toplitz once 
gained, they would meet with but trifling ob- 
ftacles ; and their jundion with the Auftrians 
by the Eger could not be impeded. According 
to all appear^^nce, the Saxon generals were un- 

G 4 acquainted 
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acquainted with the ^tuation pf Halbftadt, Ruti 
kerfdorf, Schandau, and Ziegenruck^ and were 
particularly ignor^t; of the manner in which 
thefe pofts w«r§ occypiqd by the Pruffians ; 
otherwife they never wo.uld have nvide fo ill 
an attempt. L^eftwitz was advantageaufly pofted, 
with eleven b^tt^lioivs and fifteen fquadroaS:, 
between Schandaii and si village n^^med Wenr 
difche Fehre. Marihal Braun, who had entered 
Saxony at the head of his detachment, en- 
camped in his prefence; and the Auftriaas oc- 
cupied the villages of MitteWoif and Altendorf ; 
but, finding L^lwitz ftroftger th^n they had fupr 
pofed, they were care|ul not to attacfe, Br^un 
could not attain Burkerftlorf, from >yhich he 
was feparated by a chain of imprafticable rocks. 
He did not find it to his advantage to engage 
Leftwitz ; and yet, to aid the Saxons on th? fide 
of Altft^dt, he would be obliged to f^le off wit^i 
his men two at a time, i^ fa^e of the PruflianSj 

« 

and under the fire of their fmall arms. There 
was therefore no rpode which a man of expci- 
rience, like marihal Braun, could take, without 
riJking his reputapon. He preferred remain- 
ing inadive to thus ineffeftually leading h^ 
troops to flaughter. 

Befide Altftadt, where the Saxons had detei;- 
fjajned to pafs the Elbe^ and on the right fliore 

' ^ ■ ■ of- 
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of )that river, is ^ finall |)lain, overlooked by 
the LfiUienftein^ a fteep^ roqk by which it is ii^ 
part bounded. On each ^de of ^s rock were 
five Pruflian battalions, under the command of 
Retzow, behind an abatis, wluch in the form ofc 
a half moon was extended and fupported a% 
each fide by the ejbpwing qf the Elbe. Five 
Jiundre4 pac?s in the rear of this ppft, fix batta^ 
}ions and five fcjuadrgns held the defile of Burr 
kerfdorf, on the back of which is a chain o^ 
fugged and fteep rocl^, naiped the Ziegenruck, 
\vhicb, encompafling the whole ground^ extends 
^t each epd tp the Elbe. To force their way 
therefore the Saxons had three fucceflive polls 
to attack, each more formidable than the other z 
yet this was the fide on which they began to 
pftablilh their bridges, on the nth of Odober, 
fo effeft t^eir efcapc. 

The Prqlfiai^ took good care not to difturb 
them* Their defeat from Tirmfdorf toward 
jhe Elbe was not difficult; but, when their 
fridges were finiihed, and they wiflied to mount 
the rock§ on i:he other fide to gain the plain of 
^Itl^t, they fopnd only a fi{herman*s path. 
Half a day was neccflary for the paflTagc of two 
batt^ons. The heavy rains that fell rendered 
fhe roads ftill more intolerable# They were 
Qb|ige4 tp abandon ^eir c^non, which it w^a 

.impoffiblc 
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impoffibtevto tranfport to the oppofite fhore: 
thus their whole artillery remained in the in- 
trenchmcnts they had quitted. The flownefs 
of their paffage occafioncd the cavalry, infan- 
try, baggage, and rear-guard of this pell-mell 
multitude; to remain in the environs of Strup- 
pen. On the i3di, before day, prince Maurice 
of Anhalt was firft informed of the flight of the 
Saxons. He ordered the men immediately to 
arms, and divided the army into feven columns, 
that with difficulty clambered the rocks of 
Pirna. The generals formed on the fummit of 
thefe mountains, abandoned as they were by 
their defenders, between the Sonnenftciii and 
Rottendorf. Ziethen immediately attacked the 
rear-guard of the enemy with his huflars, and 
drove it to Tirmfdorf. The free companies 
and Pruffian chafleurs took poft in a wood, 
near this rear-guard, which they incommoded 
greatly by their fire. Prince Maurice came up, 
and fent a regiment of Pruffian infantry to oc- 
cupy the height in the rear bf the Saxons. 
The cannon from this hill fcarcely made two 
difcharges before the Saxons, furprifed at re- 
ceiving a fire from a part fo little expefted, 
fell in diforder, and fuddeAly took to flight. 
The huflTars fell upon and pillaged the baggage. 
The chaflfeurs glided intou wood near the Elbe, 

whence 
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\rhcnce they fired on the Saxon rear-guard, 
that had juft pafled the bridge. The latter then 
entirely loft all recoUeftion. They cut th« 
cables of their own bridge; which, carried 
away by the ftream as far as Rathen, was there 
taken by the Pruffians. Prince Maurice iov' 
mediately made the troops encamp on the 
heights of Struppen ; their left inclined toward 
the Elbe, and their right extended behind a 
jdcep ravine, which ends befide Hennerfdorf* 

Such was the ftate of things when the kin^ 
jurrived with his dragoons at Struppen. Thp 
Saxons waited a given fignal, according t6 
figreemeilt with the Imper;alifts> to attack the 
JPruffians in concert. This fignal was not 
^iven, and aJl hope was loft. They were then 
l)ut too well convinced, feeing the manner in 
which Retiow was pofted, it was impoffible 
they (bould cut tbtfir way by their own efforts. 
The kiiig of Poland, who had taken refuge at 
tshfe Konigftcin, warmly preffed his generals to 
attack Rctzow at Lillienftein; and count Ru- 
towiky in return forcibly reprcfenjted the ineffi- 
icacy of fuch an attempt, which muft end in 
^ffuiion of blood and butchery, and from 
.which no advantage could be drawn. 

Marflial Braun> though not in equal dangei, 

Was not le^ embarrafled. In his front was an 

. army 
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army of Trviffizm fuperior to his own. As all 
communicator was cut off with the Konigftein, 
there being natural impediments which inter- 
dided any attempt to relieve the Saxons, wh« 
he well might fear would furrender without his 
knowledge^ after which the whole Pruffian force 
would fall upon him, judging the fituation of 
the Saxon army hopelefs, and thinking only of 
his own fafety, on the 14th of Oftober he re- 
treated into Bohemia* The Pruffian huflars 
purfued. Warneri beat his rear-guard, and 
put three hundred Croat grenadiers to the 
fword. 

This ill executed attempt occafioned the moft 
injurious reproaches to pafs between the Saxon 
and Auftrian generals. Tbey were mutually 
wrong; the Saxon general who had formed 
this proje& of efcape alone was culpable. He 
muft no doubt have confulted defedive maps. 
He had never been in thofe parts^ of the fitua- 
tion of which he was fo ignorant. For what 
man in 1^ fenfes would choc^e to retreat 
through ^files, between fteep nxfks, of which 
the enemy is the mafter ? The ground, wholly 
inimical to the manoeuvres the Auftrians and 
Saxons intended to make, was the true caufe of 
the misfortunes of the latter. So neceflary is 
it to ftudy the fituation of places^ by which mi* 

3 M»7 
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lifauy j^oQs are decided, and with thecQ the ' 
Wel&re of ftatcs. 

The king of Poland, on the heights of the 
Konigftein, was a fpedtator of the deplorable 
fltuatidn of his troops, in want of bread, fur- 
ibunded by enemies, and incapable, even by 
the moft defperate refolution, of efcaping at any 
cxpence of blood, for all refburce was cut offl 
That he might not fCc them perifh with^mine, 
he was obliged to confem they fliould furrcnder 
prifoners of Wif, and lay down their amis. 

Count Rutowfky was employed to draw up 
thi$ melancholy capitulation. The whole corp^ 
was takeil, and the officers gare their parole of 
Itonoufnot to ferve againft the Pruffians, dur-« 
ix^ the war. As their word was depended on 
they were reledcfd. Not to humble a van- 
quKhed foe^ the king reflored to the king of 
Poland the cdours, fhmdards, and drums ; he 
tlib confented to the neutrality of the fortrefs 
of Konigftein. But, at the very time he was 
endeavouring to foften the afflictions of the 
king o^ Poland, the latter concluded a fecret 
treaty with the emprefs queen, by which he 
ceded to her, in confideration of a certain fub- 
fidy, four regiments of dragoons, and two pulks 
of Ulans, whom he maintained in Poland. 
Such a procedure only fcrvcd to juftify the 

conduft 
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^ condudt of the Pruffians* The king of Px>m 
land, more dian ever difgufted with war after 
the icene that had fo lately been adted, de- 
manded free paflage for his perfon, that he 
might, repair to Poland, This was not only 
granted. him but attention was carried fo far 
as to withdraw the Pruffian troops, from the 
road on which he was to pafs, that he might 
not behold objedts which only could give him 
pain. On the i8th he departed with his twa 
fbns ^d his minifter for Warfaw. 

The Saxpn army that fo lately had capitu- 
lated amounted to feventeen thoufand men, and 
the artillery to more than eighty canncMi. Of 
thefe troops^ which the king diftributed, h^ 
formed twenty new battalions of infantry; but 
he committed the error of not incorporating 
them with his fubjeds, the officers excepted, 
who all were Pruflians, This was the caujfe 
that little advantage could afterward be made 
of thefe regiments, and of the ill fervices they 
performed. 

. After the redudion of the Saxons, the king 
returned to withdraw his army out of Bohemia. 
Marfhal Keith quitted the camp of Lowofitz 
on the 25th, and retreated to Linay without 
being followod by the enemy. The regime^it 

4;>f;Itj!:enplit^;i that guarded th^ ford pf tfee El^c 

at 
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at the village of Solefel^ was attacked the fame 
night, and defended itfclf fo well that, not 
fatjsfied with repulfing the enemy, it took fome 
prifoners. From Linay the army continued ^ 
its march through NoUendorf, Schonwalde, 
and Gifhubel, and arrived on the 30th in 
Saxony. The king caijtoned the men between 
Pirna and the frontiers of Bohemia, 

While the army of the king entered Saxony, 
marflial Schwerin forfook the vicinage of Ko- 
higfgrastz, and retired into Silefia, On his 
march toward Skalitz he was followed by fome 
thoufands of Hungarians, who harraffed his 
rear-guard. The marflial, not underftanding 
raillery, put himfelf at the head of a part of his 
cavalry, fell upon them fuddenly, and defeated 
and purfued them to Smirfitz; after which 
he tranquilly continued his march, and on the 
2d of November arrived on the frontiers of 
Silefia. 

The enemy kept fo quiet that the troops 
were early permitted to go into winter quarters, 
for which a line was formed. Prince Maurice / 
had the command of the divifion fent to 
Chemnitz and Zwickau, whence detachments 
were made to guard the defiles of Bohemia ; 
and the pofts of Aufche, Oelfnitz, and the 
Bafterg, were intrenched. General Hulfen 
J com- 
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commanded the battaUons of Freyberg ^Itd 
Dipholdifwaldc, and held the pofts of Saydai 
Frauenberg, and Einfidel. The defile d 
Gifliubel and the pafs of Hohlcndorf the king 
confided to general Zaftrow; beyond which, 
paffing the Elbe, the line extended through 
Drefden and Bifchofewerda to Bautzen, ivherc 
a body of ten battalions and ten fquadrons wa^ 
ready to fend fuccour wherever it (hould be 
requiGte. Leftwitz was polled at Zittau, with 
fix battalions. To afcertain his conununica- 
lion, he had detachments at Hirfchfelde, Of- 
tritz, and Marrienthal. The prince of Bcvem 
commanded the pofts of Golitz and Laubsail, 
with ten battalions and fifteen fquadf ons. Gene- 
ral Winterfeld, and the prince of Wurtcftiberg;, 
who marched with a detachment into Silcfia, 
continued the line; including GriefTenberg, 
Hirfchberg, Landfhut, and Fricdland. General 
Fouquet covered the county of Glatz. Anothef 
corps of the arnly of marilial Scihwerin wintered 
befide Neuftadt, and ferved to cover Upper Si- 
lefia againft the incurfions the Imperialifts niight 
have made from Moravia. 

Such was the difpofition in which thd Pruffiart 
troot)s pafllcd the winter of 1756 to 1757. 
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'the Pf^hter of 1756 to 17^7* 
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TrilE invafion c^ Saidny by tke Pruffiani 
occafloned v^r^ livdy ieiifatbrts thrbugb- 
tji\lt fiWdpie. Sevefal cbuit^, UAacqudinfed witi 
Ilk i'iafdliS, Of wiAiiig fo t6 bfe, bl^nfed and 
difapprofed the fcoildua; of the king. Th^ 
king of totand exclaimed againft the viotericc 
conlm&ted "by the Prufliahs ; his mifiifters iii 
fofeigft courts cilggferatcd the ciiahiifiei ctf 
Saltotiy, and cmpoifontd and calumniated the 
ttiort kmofcent proceedings of the king. Afper- 
fiotis tike thefe were re-echoed at Verfailles, 
JPeteilbufg, and throughout Europe. Thfe 
king of France ^as piqtfed that the king of 
Pruffiia, inftead of renewing the treaty of Ver- 
failles^ had concluded an alliance with England. 
On ofie part -the Auftrian minifters embittered 
the minds of the French to engage them in a 
German war ; and oh the other the tears ctf th^ 
t)auphinefs were employed to excke the com- 
J)adfoh of Louis XV. that he might take part 
with die king of Poland. Tlie ihoft Chriftian 

H king 
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king yielded to thefe ardent felicitations, and 
refotved to carry the war into Germany : he 
only delayed this Ilep that he might obtain 
fome apparent and plaufible pretext. This his 
ambaflador, the duke dc Broglio, hacj orders to 
furnifti, by giving occafion to the Pruflians to 
infult his public charaiSten He was.t]ife'^pror 
pereft of perfons that could have beea^chofen 
tp have embroiled th^ two courts. The com- 
xniffion given him was the caufe of his flxange 
condudt. While the Saxons remained block- 
aded in their camp of Pirna he had continued 
at Drefden, and made various attempts ,to re- 
pair to Struppen, where the, king of Poland 
wasi though there was a general prohibition to 
the contrary* He atteftipted to force the guards 
to induce them to commit fome violence. He 
vainly eflayed to pafs the chain of horfe patroles. 
He was oppofed on every occafion with fo much 
firm politenefs that he could not come, to the 
king of Poland, nor find any trifling pretext of 
national quarrel. The court of Vqrlailles grew 
impatient at this, and without further ceremony 
difmifled the Pruflian ambaflador, M. von Kny- 
phaufen, from Paris, and recalled M. de Valori, 
the French ambaflador at Berlin. This open 
interference obliged the king, on his return 
from Bohemia, to fignify to the duke de Broglio 
' . ■ .. . • *t 
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ftt Drefdeh> where the king fixed his quarters, 
that, all intelligence having been interrupted 
between the vt/o courts by the late ftecal, it w^ 
no more proper for an ambaffador of France 
to refide in the fame city with his majefty, and 
that he muft inteflahtly jprepare to depart tp 
the king of Poland,, whom his embj^y con- 
cerned^ I'he ambaflador received this decia'- 
ration with that air of haughty ctgnity which 
the French fo well know to affume, when they 
recoUeft the profpiSrous period of Louis XIV. 
He did not by this delay his departure for 
Warfaw. The court of Vcrfailles determined 
on a rupture, and, having lt>ft fight of that fixed 
point in her politics, which was to pufli the war 
by fea againft the Englilh, abandoned herfelf 
to caprice and impulfes given by foreign powers. 
She declared tht Confidered the invafibn of 
SaxOny )is a violation of the peace of Weft- 
phalia> of which (he was a guarantee* Shfe ima- 
gined this pretext bf guarantee fuifficient to au- 
thorize her to take part in the war, and even to 
induce the Swedes id do the fame. The Abbe 
de Berni$> ^ho had l>een the promoter of the 
alliance with the hojife of Auftria, became mi- 
hifter for foreign affairs^ ihftead of M. Rouillc. 
Ih fine, French iihpetuofity, ^hich always 
carries the nation to extremes, the inconfiftency 
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^f minifters, the animofity with \^kh the king 
^f France had previoufly been infphred agsiinft 
the king of Pruffia, novelty, and faftiion, all fo 
tontributed to promote the alliance of that court 
with 'Aufb-ia that this alliance was confidered as 
t mtfter flroke in politics. Imperial minifters 
Anly were in vogue, and they fo adroitly em*- 
ployed their influence over the councils of 
Louis XV. that, inftead of twenty-four thoufand 
auxiliaries, ftipulated by France to be fent to 
the emprefs queen, they intrigued fo eifeftually 
that, in the following fpring, a hundred thoufand 
French paffed the Rhine. 

The Swedes were prefently lummoned 16 
fulfil their guarantee of the treaty of Weftpha- 
lia, by the French miniftry ; and the Swedifh 
fenate had long been in th^ pay of France. 
Though the laws of the kingdom, in expreft 
and pofitive terms, forbade any declaration of 
war, without the confent ofi^the three orders 
wHch form the general diet of the ftate, the 
partifans of France violated thefe fundamental 
laws ; and, neglefting all ufual formalities, 
blindly adopted the meafures the king of France 
propofed. 

While the court of Ycrfailles laborioufly pre* 

pared the means of overwhelming Germany, a 

madman endeavoured to accomplifh a revolu- 
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tion in France. An obfcure fanatic, who had 
lived fervant at a convent of Jrfuits in Flanders, 
undertook to aflaffinate Louis XV. This lu- 
natic, named Damiens, n^paired to Verfailles, 
that he might watch the moment of putting his 
abominable project into execution. One even- 
ing, when the king was to depart for Choifi, he 
^ngled with the crowd, approached the king 
behind, and plunged his knife into his fide. 
He was immediately arrefted. The wound 
was * found to be flight ; and the culprit was 
conunitted to the care of the parliament. The 
prifons were filled with perfons whom he had 
accufed in his depofitions, but who b^ing in- 
nocent recovered their liberty; nor has the 
public hitherto obtained any other than vague 
motives^, which could induce th? monfter to 
commit an aft fo atrocious. 

The court of Vienna, fo adive at Verfailles^ 
was not lefe diligent in intrigue with the other 
powers of Europe. She depifted the invafion o( 

jBaxony by the Pruffians, at Peterfburg, in the 
Uackeft colours. It was an infult to Ruffi^ ! It 
was to brave the force of that empire ! It was a 
manifeft contempt of the guarantees the emprefi 
Elissabeth had granted the king of Poland fof 
his eledorate ! In fupport of thefe infinuationsr 
^c 4^4rians vere prodigal pf their flandcrt 

H$ a^ainft 
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againft Pruffia, as they alfo were of moneyji 
which was not ufelefsly difperfed. To haften 
the march of the Ruffian troops, the empref^ 
queen promifed an annual fubfidy, of two mil- 
lions of crowns, to the ejnprefs EUzabeth. Thi^ 
fum, properly fpeaking, >Yas paid by France, 
and was the equivalent of the contingency fhe 
owed to Auftria. By this the. latter power cn-^ 
gagQd Ruffia to declare war againft: the king. 

The fervants of the emprefs queen laboured 
with no lefs zcal^ at Ratifbon to involve the 
ftates^of the empire in thefe troubles. The 
French fo far intimidated th^ diet, by their 
threats, that it blindly fubfcribed to the will of 
the court of Vienna. This diet refolved that 
the holy empire (hould form an army of execu- 
tion, which flioutd immediately advance into 
the eleftoratc of Brandenbourg ; the command 
of which was bpf^owed on the prince of Hild- 
bpurghaufen, a marfhal in the Auftrian fcrvice, 
The fifcal of .the empire entered the lifts^ and 
affirmed the kings of Pruffia and England me- 
rited being put to the ban of the empire. Some 
princes remonftrated that, though the elcftor of 
Bavarja had formerly been put to this ban, it 
was not till after his defeat at the batde of 
Hochftsedt ; and that, when the Imperial armies 
giould have gained fimilar battles^ they migh^ 
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then be at liberty to proceed againft thefe kings. 
France well conceived that, were this fentencc 
precipitately made public, the court of Vienna 
would endanger its dignity ; and it might fur»- 
ther be feared that tlie two kings and their ad-r 
fcerents flxould entirely feparate themfelves from 
the l>oly Roman empire. This they r^prefented 
a,t Viipnna, and counfelled the ^mprefs queen to 
•^ait that opportunity ,which good fortune might 
afford, and maturely to refleft on the final mea- 
fures (he ought to take.. Though this advice 
was followed, it did i>ot prevent the fifcal from 
afting with rude and infupportable indecency 
againft kings, toward whom even enemies ufu- 
^Uy obferve a polite and refpedfij} procff4ur<e» 
It would have been difficult to aijfwer the jnjij- 
rious and bitter memorials of that diet, had i^ot 
M^ ypp Pbtho, the king's ambaffadpr at Ra- 
txfbon^ had the talent and the addrefs to fleep 
his pen in fimilar gall. The ftyle of the Impc* 
rial court was not more gentle ; its memorials 
>vere diftinguilhed from evei> thpfe of the fifcal, 
by infolence abounding in haughtinefs, and by 
fomewhat ftill more poignant mingled with fu*. 
pcrcilious arrogance. Offended by proceedings 
)ike thefe, the king infinuated to the emprefs 
queen they might remain enemies without foul 
language, and that it might fuffice for fov^rcigns 

; H ^ to 
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to end their contefts by thjB fwqrd, without? 
pr<:^tuting their dignity by memorials in die 
language of Billingfgate *. Thefe remonfbaRcea^ 
long continued vain, and did not acquire force 
till fome battles had firft been gained. 

While all Europe armed againft the kings of 
Pruffia and Great Britain, England was in ' a 
general ftate of commotion, which benumbed 
government, and would have been pj;'ejudicial 
to the nation, had not this been redreffed by a 
feafonable change. The dpmeftic diflcnfion§ 
which agitated the ftate were fomented by the 
duke of Cumberland, ^yho flattered himfelf he 
might place his creatures \Ti the firft offices ojf 
the kingdom. He it was who excited the 
ijation againft the French ; he it was who pro- 
moted war, hoping that the miniftry cpuld not 
fuftain itfelf in times of trouble. The firft at- 
tempts of the Engliih were fo unfuccefsful that 
they loft Port Mahon, and this was a pretext, 
employed by his party, to tax the duke of 
Newcaftlc with incapacity. At the opening of 
thcf parliament, the minds of men were heated, 
the apimofity of parties redoubled, and fo many 
fprings were made to aft by the intrigues of 
the duke of Cumberland that the duke of 
Ncwcaflle, rather fatigued than vanquiflied, 
teCgned his poft. The triumphant party be^^ 
^ ftowed 

* EnJlyUdeittalUu 
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ftowed the feals on Mr. Fpx, the creator? rf 
the duke of Cv^mberland. 

The flctf miniftry PQuld not maintain it^ 
power : Fox voluntarily quitted a place prot 
cured by fo many arts, and the duke of New- 
f aftje was refkored tq office. Thefe changes 
\n the fervants of the ftate would have been of 
(little cpnfequeiH:e> had they not produced a 
lund of inadivity aji^ lethargy in the tranfaftion 
pf bufinefs. The miniftry and the great were 
tnore occupied concerning the interefts of fa&ion 
than ^he meafures to be taken agkinft France. 

« 

Animated rather againft their competitors than 
againft the national enemy, no plans were 
formed for the approaching campaign. No 
one troubled himfelf concerning the war by 
fca, hitherto unfortunate ; ftill Icfs concerning 
the war that was foon to rage in Germany. 
^ What moft intercfted die king; at this moment 
was to induce the Englifti to take meafures for 
the continental war ; and^ as he forefaw what 
would be the general operations of the French 
army in the empire, he fent the king of England 
a phn for the common defence of Germany. It 
chiefly qwififted of the following points. The 
king propofcd Wefel (hould be maintained as 
a place of arms for die allies, by which they 
would be coabled to pafs the Rhine. He re- 
quired 
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quired an army to be affembled in a proper 
place, behind the Lippe, between Wefel and 
Lippftadt. This pofition would have the ad- 
vantage of enabling troqps to march toward 
the Rhine, or toward the Wpfer, as occafion 
fhould demand. If the French (hould march 
into Heffe, the army of the Lippe, by advanc- 
ing towafd Frankfort, would oblige them to 
quit their purfuits ; and while the allied army 
fjiould be driven frora the Rhine, by thefe ope- 
rations, the fortrefs of Wefel would afford em- 
ployment to the French till it could march back 
to its relief: for, while this place held out, if 
was not to be prefumed the French forces, on 
the Lower Rliine^ wpvjld advance too far into 
Weftphalia. 

The king of England, little accuftomed to 
fubjpfts of this kind, read the plan without com- 
prehending its importance ; and, as it was pror 
pofed to maintain Wefel, he fufpedcd the rea- 
foning of the king of Pruffia ; bu^ he had entire 
confidence in his Hanoverian minifters, who 
inceflantly n^moqftrated that he muft confine 
himfelf to the defence qf the Wefer. This 
judgment was falfe in every fenfej for the 
Wefer is in general fordable, and the ftiore 
oppofite to the electorate of Hanover is the 
hjgheft ; fo that nature never intended, what- 

eve^ 
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i^v^r M. von Munchhaufcn might affirm, that 
^xi able general would put this river to the ufe 
be propofed# His advice neverthelefs prevailed, 
and all that could be obtained from the king of 
England was that hq confented the Hanoverian 
and Heffian troops (hould return into Geripany. 
The want of harmony between the king, the 
Englifh, and the Hanoverians, obliged the 
former to take meafures different from thofe he 
had imagined for the dutchy of Cleves and die 
fbrtrefs of Wefel. Under the neceffity of aban- 
doning the latter^ he gaye orders that a part of 
it^ wgrks fhould bp ruined, it§ numerous ar- 
tiUery be tr^nfporteji by fe^ to M^gdebourg, 
and that the garrifon fhould evacuate tjie town 
and retire to Bielefeld, there to join the allied 
army in the fpring, which was to afTemble 
under the command of th? (iuke of Cumber- 
land, 

After the proof that had been given of the 
influei>ce which the Hanoverian minifters had 
9ver the king of England, it was evident that, 
to apply to the fountain head whence he derived 
his refolurions, it was neceflary they fhould be ad- 
drefTed. Every thing was to be feared for the army 
of the duke of Cumberland, which waslefs under 
the command of this prince than under a knot 
gf civilians ; who, never having feen a camp> 

nor 
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por read a bool^ on the military art, imagined 
|:hemfelvcs equal to Marlborough and Eugene. 
The intereft of the king was too clofely con^ 
nefted with that of the king of England for him 
to remain a cool fpeftator of the falfe coht 
duft of which he yns going to be guilty ; and 
with the hope of preventing this he fent general 
Schmpttau to Hanover. Schmettau made the 
moft energetic remonftrances to thefe prefump- 
tuous and ignorant rulers, to induce them to 
renounce the plan they had forced for the 
campaign. He demonftrated its faults, and 
vainly predicted its confequences : had he fpo* 
ken Arabic he would have been equally well 
underftood. The miniftry, whofe minds were 
exceedingly confined, had not underftanding 
liifficient to follow a chain g( military reafoning. 
Their wanf of knowledge rendered them fafpi- 
cious, and the fear of being deceived, on % 
fubjeft concerning which diey were ignorant, 
increafed their natural obftinacy. Such were 
the reafons that rendered the miffipn pf ^nerat 
Schmettau inefficacious. 

The more artful French had firmly perfuadec} 
them it was their intention only tp crofs their 
country ; and that the plan of their campaign 
was entirely direfted againft the king of PrufCa; 
that, in a word, they intended to bcfiege Magr 

det)purg; 
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debourg ; and^ provided die Hanoverians wo^yi 
remain peaceful fpeftators of die fcene, their 
country (hould be fpared and their perfons re- 
fpe6led. The minifters were the dupes of (beir 
own credulity, and the French punilhed their 
perfidy toward the king of Pruflia^ as will be 
&en in the relation of the enfuing campaign. ^ 

While thefe M^otiatiom agitated Europe^ 
the king was at Drefden^ whore the queen of 
Poland laifed him other difficukies. This 
princefs, while (he daily lent her grand nia^^ 
OTUQt Q^eftenbergi to compliment the king 
with mfinite aflurances of iSrien<^p^ mam- 
tained a fecret intelligence with the Aullriaa 
g^eralS) and inft>mioi thorn of whatever flie 
kiunr« Thefe proceedings gave place to the 
precautions taken to difcovtr this corre(pon- 
dence. As all packages and merchandis^e which 
eame from Bohemia were carefully exiamined 
at the gates, a box of puddings was one cky 
opened, addrefied to madam Ogilvi, firfl lady 
to the queen, who had eftates in the vici^ 
lUge of Leutmerit^t The(e puddings on eEa^^ 
mination yfere aU (puffed with letters. The 
difcovery rendered the court more circumfpcft 
in its correfpdndence ; the fame praftices how- 
ever were continued, but with additional fineffc. 
The ill-will of the queen did not ftop here ; 

ihe 
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flie fent cmiffaries to all the garrifons where thd 
king formed new-raifed regiments of the Saxons 
uken at the Lillienftien, to excite them to fedi- 
tion, revolt, and defcrtion. Many of them were 
feduced, and this was the caufe that, at the 
commencement of the campaign, entire corps 
mutinied and paffed over to the enemy. The 
intention of the ; king of Poland aiid his allies 
was to reincorporate ,thefe corps in Hungary^ 
and put them on the fame footing they were 
before they had been taken by tht Pruffians* 
Soldiers were affembled, but, wanting officers, 
they had recourfe to a means fuch as hiftory 
fumiflies no example of, on the part of feculac 
princes* The Saxon officers were irelcafcd from 
their parole given to the Pruffians ; arid many, 
of them were mean enough to obey the man- 
date. In the ages of ignorance, popes may b^ 
found who abfblved nations from oaths of fidc^ 
lity fworn to their fovereigns* Thus cardinal 
Julian Cefarini obliged Ladiflas, king of Hun^ 
gary, to violate the peace he folemnly contratjled 
with Soliman* The crime which authorizes, 
perjury had only been the crime of ambitiouai 
and implacable pontiffs ; but never , of Kings, 
among whom good faith ought to be found, 
though it had been banifhed the reft of thdl 
world. Should I be thought to infift on fuck 

traitSt 
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iraits, it is but to charafterize the fpirit dFani^ 
:mofity and obftinate revenge which were pre- 
dominant in this war, and diftinguiflied it from 
all others. France and Auftria did not obtain 
all the aid from, thtfe Saxon regiments which 
thcy.expefted ; they did but increafe their ex- 
pences. 

Amid this general efFervefcence, the enemy^s 
troops were not more tranquil in their quarters 
^han were negotiators in their intrigues. Thofc 
corps which the king had in Lufatia were moft 
^xpofed to projcfts of attack. This province 
costard Zittau forms a kind of point, which 
nartows as it advances between the provinces of 
Bohetoia, and it was furrounded by the A^ftri- 
anis, with lajrge detachments, fent to Friedland, 
X5^el, and Rombpurg. Thefe, being com- 
inand^d by young officers who ardently fought 
occ^fions to diftinguifli themfelves, were in the 
field, duyirtg the grcateft part of the winter* 
The' prince of Lpwwftein was at the head of 
one ; and' general Lafcy, fon of the marfhal 
iWh0t h%d. fejved with.diftinftion in Ruffia, led 
f he ;6tbet/ They fomedmes attempted the 
.pqR. ef CXbritz, at. others that of Hirfchfeld, op 
IVIftrknthal ; and,^ . though their attempts were 
Jpeff^dual, men , were killed to no purpofe* 
Mtfjor JSiumenthal; of the rifgiment of Henryj 

.' i::.: loft 



lofl; his life oh one of theft occafions, as did^ 
many foldiers from whom the j^ij^ might havt 
expeded better fetviccs; The corps of Left- 
witz at 2ittau> and diat of the prince of Bevdrtt 
at Gorlitz, were fatigued by pcrpifetual alirriis^ 
being Obliged to fend aid, fdmetimes on this 
fide, at others on that : the reftlefs aftivity of 
the Auftrians kept theim fcointlnually dft £3ot 
and in aftion. As the en^my increafed Ih 
ftrength, by the troops tha* came to joih fheiA 
from Flanders, the cohteft ibuft at kngth have 

* 

become unequal ; ,and, as reinforCetiienrs were 
tieceflary for the Pruffian^ t6 inaint^h theibfetveb 
in Lv^tia, Ihe king feht a i^eferve thither^ whiich 
had occupied that pait of Pomerania thai is 
neareft to the province of PruiBa, The firft 
deftinadOn of theie troops had beeA to joiA 
marihal Lehwald, the bettaf to enable hhti im 
refift the Ruflian army 5 but the more irnttieldiaife 
hcceffity muft be ittend^ t6, arid th^ rhoi** 
diftant Acglt&td* It itsts to be temembered 
that, by dividing the^ arrhy into tHite cor^ 
ta^at wer^ relatively too et|U^, nefither ^f thctiil 
eould ftrike any vigorous and deciflvd blow | 
Ivh^reas by adembUng a hrge army in Sttotif » 
feme toiifiderabie advaMages ' over tHic! Impeti^- 
alifts might he hopcfd, aC the cdtmnencemdnt of 
the campaign, which toigk confouad thdt 

allies. 
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UllieSj and induce fome among them to defift 
from intended war, and conquefts which ambi- 
tion projeftcd. 

The Pruffian regiments that came from Po- 
merania arrived at Gorlitz, toward the middle 
of March, and vrerc employed to ftrengthen the 
pofts in which there were not fufficient troops ; 
iind aftef thcfrr arrival in Lufatia the enemy 
remained quiet. 

' About this tirtic the fcing made a journey into 
Silefia, to concert with marfhal Schwerin. I'hey 
met at Htaynau. The plan of the approachbg 
campaign was there laid down, and the beft 
foffible meafures taken to conceal it, even from 
the knowledge of the army ; after which the 
king returned into Saxony, where, as well as in 
Siicfia, every preparation was made to execute 
this plan, as foon as the arrangements relative 
to fAfiftence and the coming fpring Ibould 
f)ermk* 
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CHAP. VI. 

Campaign of ij^'j,\ 

TH E Pmffian troops entered into caMon- 
ments toward the end of March, They 
were divided into four different corps. \ Prince 
Maurice commanded in the vicinity of Zwickau. 
The king, with the main army, kept between 
Drefden, Pirna, Githubel, and Dippoldifwalde. 
The prince of Bevern had affembled the corps 
that had wintered in Lufatia, near Zittau; and 
marftlal Schwerin advanced with his army, on 
the frontiers of Bohemia, between Glatz, Fried- 
land, and Landfliut^/'^he plan of the campaign 
was to penetrate at once with thefe four corps 
into Bohemia, and by different diredtions to ar- 
rive at Prague, which was the place of rencontre* 
This grand manoeuvre would certainly throw 
the different corps of the enemy, difperfed in 
their quarters, into commotion and aftonifh- 
ment. There were hopes that fome might be 
furprifed, and that others might be brought to 
aftion, and cut off in detail, which might give 
a fuperiority and afcendancy to the Prufl&ms 
during tlie remainder of the campaign, and 

bring 
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bring on a decifive adion, the fuccefe of which 
might fix the fortune o£ the warA To conceal 
this projeft was of the utmoil importance, and 
it could only be efFeded by depriving the tnemy 
even of fufpicion, as well as the court of 
Saxony^ by which the Pruffians were betrayed^ 
Neither «iuft the arnly be informed. Nothing 
muft be left to the tongue of imprudence. That 
every body might be deceived^ the city of 
Drefden was fortified and palifadoed, to put it 
in a (ituation of defence. The kbg meantime 
choTe a certain number of advants^eous camps 
round Drefden, as if he prepared for defenfive 
war. Thefe camps were marked otat at Cotta, 
. Maxen, Poffendorf, the Windberg, and Moren. 
The Saxon chaffeurs employed for this purpofe 
informed the court \^ith all hafte ; and the queen 
ot Poland was equally hafty to inform the Au- 
ftrian generis. Nof were thefe falfe appear- 
ances all ; but, the better to lull the enemy, 
feeble incurfions wene made into Bohemia, as 
if meant to avenge the alarms of the enemy 
during winter^ in Lufatia, to the difturbance of 
the Pfuffians. With this intent prince Mau- 
rice . took a circuit toward Eger. Marflial 
Keith came up with ani Auftrian detachment 
imexpeAedly at Schlukenau. The prince of 
Bevem furprifed four hundred foot and pan- 

1 z dours 
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dours at Bohmifch Friedland> who furrendcred 
themfelvcs prifoncrs. Thcfc trifling attacks kept 
the Imperialifts in fecurity, who were pcrfiiaded 
the king woxikl content himfelf with giiring them 
petty alarms^ and did not fufpeft him of more 
grand defigns. 

The different corps of the Pruffian army 
were in motion, fome on the 20&, others <mi the 
^^th of April. Prince Maurice entered Bo- 
hemia, by the'Baiberg, whence he advanced to 
Commotau. The king encamped at NoIIen* 
dorf, and fent his van-guard to Karwitz, where 
Zaftrow was detadied with his brigade to oc- 
cupy Auffig, and drive the Aufbrians from the 
qaftle of Tetfchen. On th^ morrow the army 
marched to L4nay, where prince Maurice joiaed 
, i^ from Srii. The quarters of the AuftriaM 
all fell back beyond the Eger, at the approach 
of the Pntffians. Thj^ caftle of Tetfthea fur- 
rendered On the 257 th; general Zaftrow tbare 
had the ihisfortune to be killed* The an»y 
afterward paffed die Pafbopol^ and tmverfing 
the plains o£ Lowoiitz (24th) encacKiped at 
Trebnitz* The Hafenbcrg was Occupied^ and 
the right Was. fupported at the P^copcd. This 
polition was hdhg f&st which marflbd Bcauo. 
had lately taken at Budin* It was known that 
the marfhal expected a divifiott of his troops^ 

that 
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that had wintered in the circle^ of Saaz alxl 
figer^ on d^ iiK)rrow ; and it was thoiight pi*^* 
per to saiempt to prevent this junction, and 
combat this corps> before it was near enough to 
receive aid from the camp at Budin. To this 
eflfeft it was refolved that the army Oiould pafs 
the Eger, at night, a mile and a half above the 
cwip ofniarihal Braqn; and, if no opportunity 
of beating thi? divifion, which was on the march, 
(hould prefent itfelf, flill the manoeuvre mi^ 
turn the marihal, and oblige him to abandt>ji 
hi$ portion. Bridges were in confequenos 
eftablilhed at Kofchtitz ; which were no^ 
finilhed before the morning of the morrow, 
when the troops pafled the Eger. The huflars, 
fent imrtoediately on difcovery, met the divi?- 
fioA that was to join the marfhal near Fenitz. 
JnfiDrmed of the paffage of the Pruflkns, that di- 
vifion retired to Welwam, without any poffibi* 
lity of ^being attacked, b^aufe fcarcely half of 
|i^ atmy had paffed the river. Marihal Br^un 
foon perceived his poft was turned, and that he 
cotiW not join his divifion, but by retiring him- 
fclf tp W^lwarn J €onfeqi:^ntly he immediately 
began h^ niarch : the Pruflian huilars haralle4 
Jiis rear^gviard i^ took fome prifbners. 

The army pf die king (aSth) encamped at 
^udin, and fmpjoyed the morrow in pairing 
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the bridges of the Eger, to afcertain a commu- 
nication with Saxony. The important maga- 
zines which the enemy had at Martinowe, 
Budin^ and Karwatitz, were taken by the Pruf* 
fians, which greatly facilitated the fubfiftence <rf 
the troops. From Budin the army advanced 
to Welwarn, which the enemy had abandoned, 
and the van-guard, compofed of forty fquadrons, 
and all the grenadiers, were fent forward as far 
as Tuchomirfitz (30th), where the king himfelf 
was, and faw the army of marlhal Braun ftill 
on its march. Behind the columns that were 
filing off followed the rear-guard ; the apparent 
ill countenance of which gave birth to the de- 
fire of attack. Ziethen fell on it and took three 
hundred prifoners- The enemy from the begin- 
ning had taken poft on the Wciffe-Berg ; thi^ 
they abandoned on the ad of May. It was 
feized by the van-guard of the Pruffians, who 
faw'the enemy pafs the city of Prague and en- 
camp beyond the Muldau. On the fame fide, 
the army of the king occupied all the environs 
of the city, and formed a kind of circumvalla- 
tion. His right was fupported by the Upper 
Muldau, whence the camp proceeded, in- 
cluding St. Roc and the convent of Viftory, 
and fupported itfelf at Podbaba, at the Lx>wer 
Mwldau, ... 

r, ' During 
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During the march of the army of the king, 
the prince of Bevern had proceeded with vi- 
gour. On the 2oth of April he entered Bohe- 
mia, advancing through Krottau and Kratzen 
to Machendorf. On the march his cavalry 
beat an Auftrian detachment, which advanced 
to reconnoitre ; the enemy had taken an ad- 
vantageous pofition at Reichenberg. Count 
Konigfeck commanded this corps, the ftrengtK 
of which was eftimated at twenty -eight thoufand. 
On the 21ft of April, the prince of Bevern 
marched to the attack, in two columns, taking 
the road from Habendorf toward the army of 
the enemy. To arrive there the caufe-way 
muft be paffed. This defile, which the 
enemy could not defend with fmaU arms, de- 
layed the Pruflians but little. Beyond was 
the corps of Konigfeck, which he had formed 
in a circle, with the Auftrian cavalry in the 
centre, arranged in three lines, on a fmall 
plain, included between the two wings of in- 
fantry which advanced, with the rear fupported 
by thick forefts, having in fome phces abatis in 
front, and redoubts, with artillery, for the pror 
tedtion of the cavalry. 

The right of the prince attacked the left 
of the enemy. Fifteen fquadrons meantime 
4:harged the Imperial cavalry in the plain, and 

I 4 put 
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put it to the rout. The prince of Wurtcm^ 
berg here enaftcd wonders, Leftwitz attacked 
the right of the enemy, and the redoubts that 
covered Reichenbcrrg : and, though it croffed 
various defiles befofre it arrived, ftill the regit 
ment of Darmftadt, commanded by colonel von 
Hertzberg, forced thefe redoubts, and obliged 
the enemy to take to flight, who was purfue^ 
from height to height, a^ far as Kochlitz and 
DorffeL The difficulty of this hilly country, 
ard the in^poffibility that troops defirous of 
maintaining their order (hould come up with a^ 
fcattered enemy, pr^vent^d the prince of Be* 
vern from entjirely ruining this corps* The 
Auftrians loft about eighteen hundred men, 
eight himdred of whom were taken by the 
prince of Beverp. The Pruflian lofs did not 
exceed three hundred, for the rcfiftance pf the 
foe was not obftinatc^ The prince followed 
count Kpnigfeck to Libenau, where an iqi* 
pradicable defile, behind which this general 
formed, impeded any new affault. 

The Pruffians would have been unable to 

. . . . . ' 

penetrate farther into Bohemia, on this fide, 

* * ' » . , « 

had not the march of Schwerin affprded them 
feafonable fuccour. The army from Silefii^ 
was the firft that entered Bohemia, on the 1 8th 
of April, by five different routes. One co- 

lumn 



J^mn dir^d^ ksi c^nvf^ to Sc^a^^U^i ^nd had 
nearly fqrpr\f«d %he princea ^ Saxony, who 
vcrp ch^re* Anathrjr, taking the joutc of Gul- 
denf Ek, tt^et w^th thr?? huivir^d p^dpurs, 
whq ckfeod^ a pafs on a, fte^p rock. Winter* 
fcJd found ineans of fending fame troops to 
clinch thrfe rocks, who took the pandours 
in th? rear, and put them to the fvvord. The 
other three columns^ faffing through the county 
of Gl^Zj nm po enemy on the road, and 
all joined marlhal Schwerin ajc Kpnigfliof. 

The mar(bal, having received intelligence of 
what ha^ paffed between the prince of Bevern 
ai>d Kpqigfeck, came on the rear of the latter, 
thinking to furprife him in his camp of Li- 
benau. The Auftrians haftily departed, in- 
tending to march toward Jung-Buntzlau. 
They were a^n prevented by marftial Schwerin, 
who at the fame xitM feized a confiderable ma- 
gazine the enemy had formed at Kofmanos. 
At this place the cwps from Lufatia joined the 
army from Silefia. Count Konigfeck neverthc* 
lefs advanced by Ipng marches toward Prague. 
The marihal foUowed him to Benatek ; whence 
he dftaqhed gei^cral Wartenbcrg to purfue the 
^nemy more cbfely* who defeated the Auftrian 
rear-guard fifteen hundred ftrong, the greateft 

number of whprn weie killed or taken near 

Alt- 
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Alt-Buntzlau ; but the brave general^ one of 
the beft officers of cavalry in the army, here 
\c& his lifei afnd was univerfally regretted. 
Fouquet then marched with the van-guard of 
the army to Buntzlau, and halted there till the 
4th of May, to re-cftabli(h the bridges of the 
Elbe, that had been broken down by the enemy 
to fecure their retreat. The fame day the mar- 
fliai croffed the river with his army, and en- 
camped a mile and a half from Prague. 

A part of the troops that had ferved und^ 
Piccolomini the preceding year was not yet af- 
fembled. Of thefe marftial £)aun received the 
command, after the death erf" Piccolomini. 
Hearing of thefe different incurfions oi the 
Fruffians, the marihal received orders to af- 
femble his army and march inmiediately for 
Prague. Braun expefted him with the more 
impatience when he perceived he (hould be in- 
continently attacked by the whole Pruffian force. 
The king was informed of the march pf marfhal 
Daun, but his army could not undertake any 
thing againft Braun, who was covered by the 
Muldau and the city of Prague j yet fuch was 
the fituation of affairs that the fate of the two 
armies muft neceifarily be decided by a battle ; 
and, fince marfhal Braun could only be at- 
tacked on the pppofite Ihore of the Muldau, the 
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king refolvedto engage him before his jimdaon 
with Daun. 

To this effeft a bridge was thrown over the 
Muldau^ near Seltz, and the king crofled at 
the head of a detachment of twenty battalions 
and forty fquadrons. This was the 5th of May. 
He had time to reconncntre. the poiitioh of the 
enemy, found the front of the marihal too dif- 
ficult for attack, and perceived that, by turning 
the right of the enemy, the ground would pre- 
fent an afpeft more advantageous for engage- 
ment. Early on the morning of the morrow, 
the two Pruflian armies joined within reach of 
the enemy's artillery ; and * it was determined 
immediately to begin the attack. The left of 
die Auftrians was fupported by the hill of 
Zifka, and protected by the fortifications of 
Prague. Its front was covered by a ravin 
more than a hundred feet deep. Its right ter- 
minated on a height, at the foot of which {lands 
the village of Sterboholi. To render the me- 
ditated battle more equal, mardial Braun muft 
be conftrained to abandon a part of thefe hills, 
and defcend into the plain. The king, that he 
might efieft this, changed his order of battle. 
The army had filed off in broken columns : 
it was placed in two lines, and marched to the 
left, taking the road to Poftchemitz. As foon 

4S 
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asmarfhsU Braun perceived this motion^ witUHa 
referve of grenadiers, his cavalry of thdcfti fttjbd 

his fecond lin^ of infantry^ he kepc pac? with 
the Prufiiajis in a parallel line. He afted ^xadly 
as the king wifhed. The army of das king 
advanced to Bichowkz, tbroagh defiles and 
niar(hes> which ibnie\That feparated the troope. 
The Pruffian cavalry fikd through the village, 
where it came to & plain bounded by a pond, 
which jx-efented the cxa6t diftance ncceflary to 
jbrm, between this village and the pond, and 
adjuft its flanks free from all infult. It then vi« 
goroully attacked the Auftri^n cavalry, which 
after three fiicceflSve chaises W4S broken and 
put entirely to the roau Scarcely were ten bat- 
talkwis of the left; formed, before the fecond line 
could join them, when they attacked the enemy 
with more precipitation and courage than wif- 
dom. They received a prodigious fire of ar*; 
tillery, and were repulfed, but not certainly 
widi (hame, for the braveft officers and half the 
battalions were ext^ided on the field. Mar(hal 
Schwerin, who in defj)it€ of his gre^t age ftill 
preferved all the fire of youth, ^holding with 
indignation the Friiffians repuUed, and feizing 
a paur €>( colours, headed his re^mcnt, led it 
ta the charge, and performed extraordinary 
afts of valour j but, as there >yere not yet fuft. 

ficient; 
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ikietit troops to fupport him> be fell, was fbin, 
atad thus termmated a glorious Ufe by deadb 
Mrfaidt acquired him addkioiMl glory* 

In the interim the fecOnd line came up. 
The king farther fent for priace Ferdinand of 
BrUnfwit and (bme regiments,, add the battle 
W4S reftocedwich the more ^cUity becauie that 
Treikot^9 with bis brigade^ who though how« 
ever littlfi was more to the rights had pierced 
the etiemy's Ui^. . The king caufed the regi- 
ments of Cbnrles and young Brunfwic to join 
Treft^ow, and with this corp» purfued the Au« 
ftriaja infantry beyond their teacs^ which they 
had wtHMdckoe taftrike. From titih m(Omcae 
the rout on the r^hi of the enemy bedamc 
gjeneraL Cavalry waa feat for to pr^ by the 
diferdcr* Unfortuaately the huflars and dra- 
goons had £ilten upon the flying enemy's hag^ 
gage ;. and arrived too late tx> attack the inlan*« 
cry, who oiberwife woruld have been all taken 
or pet to the (word* This did not prevent the 
king from hotly purfuing the^ foe. Putkammeir 
waa fent with buflars coward the Sttfiawa^. whi- 
dier a patt of the ^itives had efcaped^ and 
dK main army advanced toward the Wifchtrad ; 
ib that the left aad right of die Auftrians wer< 
totilty fepanu)ed* 

k waLs noc intanded that the right of the 
3 Pruffians 
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Pruffians fhould engage, becatlfe of a deeji 
ravia before hoticed3 which was in fronts and 
of the difadvantagcs of the ground ; but they 
were led on by the imprudence of Maniiftein^ 
whofe courag6 was fometimes too violent^ 
This ardent bravefy, which flamed forth at the 
fight of the enemy, occafiOned him to advance 
without having received orders* He inimedi-^ 
ately attacked the foe. Prince Henry and 
the prince of Bevem, who difapproved his 
conduft, ftiil, unwilling to abandon him, were 
obliged to fupport the attack. The Pruffian in* 
fantry had difficult rocks to climb, defended by 
the whole left of the Auftrians, and a numerous 
artillery. Prince Ferdinand of Krunfwic> per* 
ceiving the battle begun on this fide, and being 
ufelefs on the left, where he had no more foes 
to face, took the Auffaians in flank and rear, 
by which the efforts of prince Henry were fo 
well feconded that he feized On three of the 
batteries of the enemy, ^hotn he purfued from 
hill to hill. The vahquifhed, cut off from the 
SafJawa by the corps of the king in their Jrear^ 
at the village of Michele, could only find 
fafety by throwing themfelves into the city of 
Prague. They attempted to efcape near the Wif- 
cherad, where they were thrice repulfed by the 
cavalry of the king. They next made an eflay 

toward 
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toward Koaig&al, and were again driven back 
by marihal Keith, whofe army occupied all the 
heights at the foot of which they were to pafs. 
It was indeed known that the Imperial fugi- 
tives had efcaped to Prague, but not how many, 
of them ; the king therefore was fatisfied with 
invefting and blockading the city, as well as 
the darknefs and the fpecies of confufion at- 
tend^t on vidories would permit, 
^/^his battle, which began about nine in the 
morning, continued, including the purfuit, till 
eight in the evening, and was one of the moft 
murderous of die prefent century. The enemy 
there loft twenty-four thoufand men, five thou- 
fand of whom were made prifoners, with thirty 
officers, eleven ftandards, and fixty cannon that 
were taken. The lofs of the Pruffians amount- 
ed to eighteen thoufand, without enumerating 
marftial Schwerin, who himfelf was equal to 
more than ten thoufand men. His death wi- 
thered the laurels of viftory, bought by blood 
fo precious.' This day beheld the pillars of 
the Pruffian infantry fall; generals Fouquct 
and Winterfeld were dangeroufly wounded. 
Hautcharmoy, Goltz, the prince of Holftein, 
Mannftein *, Anhalt, and a number of valiant 

* Either there were two officers of the name of Mann- 
^iii, or this is z miftake, as will prefently be feen. T. 

I officers 

I 
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officers and old foldiets, there loft their lives, 
tod coukJ not be replaced, daring a cruel and 
bloody war. 

On the morrow the kingfent general Krockow 
to Prague, to fummon the city to furrender ; 
who was highly aftoniflied to find prince Charles 
of Lorraine there, and to leam with certainty 
that forty thoufand Auftrians, efcaped frcwn the 
battle, were inclofed within the walls. This 
news obliged the king to take different mea* 
fores. He {eized on the hill of Zilka, where 
the Tight of the army encaiftped, and where the 
front, occupying all the vineyards that looked 
toward Prague, extended through Michele, 
and ended at Pedoli and the Muldau. A 
bridge was here conftru6ted to preferve a cer- 
tain communication oh Chat fide with marihal 
Keith, and a fimilar ci^ at Branick, on th6 
Lower Muldau. The city of Prague cannot 
be confidered as a forfrefs. Situated in a bot* 
torn, it is furroundtd by vineyards and rocks, 
which overlook it on *11 fides* Its ditches arc 
dry, its ftone woiits flight, the parapets in tnanf 
places too thin, the curtains too lohgv All its 
ramparts had been fo negtefted during the peace 
]/ that they were in many parts liable to infult l 
but the garrifon was vei^y difiercm:. To attack 
this in form a more numetous army was re« 

quifite. 
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tjuifite, cfpecially after the detachments the 
king had been obliged to make^ and of which 
we (hall prefently fpeak. This induced him to 
attempt nothing more than a blockade^ that the 
garrifon might be taken by famine. It was 
hoped the bombs might fet fire to the maga- 
zines : mortars and artillery were brought up, 
and three grand batteries fixed^ one on the hill 
of Zifka^ another before Michele, and the third 
by the fide of marflial Keith, toward the 
Strohhof. All thefe were inefFedtual ; the city 
had cafemated baftions, where the magazines 
were flieltered from every attempt of the Pruf- 
£an artillery. 

While thefe arrangements were made rQund 
Prague, marlhal Daun and his corps had ad* 
vanced to Teutfchbrodt. The king firft fent 
general Ziethen to oppofe him, and foon after 
the prince of Bevem ; who at the head of twenty 
thoufand men inclined firft to Kaurzim, then to 
Kuttenberg, ftill obliging Daun to recede till 
he had retired as far as Haber. But every ftep 
in retreat did but ftrengthen him, and give him 
the means of coUefting the fcattered fugitives 
from the battle of Prague ; who having efcaped 

beyond the Saflawa were enabled to join the 
marflial. ' 

K 9^ 
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On another fide the king fent colonel Maycf 
into the empire with his volunteers, and five 
hundred huflars, to terrify the German princes, 
and retard the union of the army of the circles ; 
and, at the fame time, to alarm the pedants of 
Ratifbon, whofe infuldng eloquence violated 
every rule of good breeding. Mayer entered 
the bifhopric of Bamberg, and thence proceed- 
ed toward Nuremberg, caufing the arrogant 
deputies, who imagined themfelves judges of 
kings, to defert Ratifbon ; after which he ven- 
tured into the Upper Palatinate. The eledor 
of Bavaria, and feveral princes whom this ir- 
ruption infpired with fears, fent deputies to the 
king to treat on their perfonal interdls, and the 
\fhole empire would have abandoned the party 
of the emprefs queen, if one of thofe revolutions, 
fo common to war, and which are part of the 
fports g[ fortune, had not crofTed the profperity 
of Pruffia. In the continuation of this work. 
We (hall perceive how many of thefe viciflitudes 
overthrew the hopes of the Pruffians, and of the 
Jmperialifts. 

The blockade of Prague however continued ; 

the city was bombarded, but the Auflrians made 

frequent failles. One day they were defirous of 

attacking the batteries of the Strohhof, whither 

.prince Ferdinand ofPrufliahallened, and chafed 

them 
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tiiem to their covered way, with the lofs of 
twelve hundred meii. Another time they at- 
tempted a fally toward Wifchcrad, but, with 
£0 little precaution and forefight that, prefenting 
their flank to the P ruffian batteries placed befide 
Podoli, the artillery made them re-enter Prague 
m the utmoft difordcr. A third time prince 
Charles of Lormin, with four thoufand men, 
made a fally on the little fide of the city. His 
troops took an arrow defended by fifty foldiers, 
but they were foon repulfed by Retzow, and 
purfued to the very gates. 

During this fiege, tke Pruffians had not only 
enemies but the elements themfelves to combat : 
a violent ftorm and defcending rains fuddenly 
fwelled the waters of the Moldau, the impetu- 
ofity of which broke the bridge of Branick, and 
carried it away toward the bridge of Prague. 
The enemy took twenty-four pontoons ; twenty 
Others cfcaped them, and were recovered at 
Podoli. 

The great number of bombs thrown by the 
Pruflians into Prague had confiderably damaged 
certain quarters of the city, and had even coA- 
fumed one of the bakeries. All the deferters 
aflcrted provifions began to fail, and that, in* 
ftead of butcher's meat, the garrifon fed on horfe 
flefh. It was vexatious to perceive that neither 

-K 2 force. 
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forcie nor ftratagem prevailed againft the city^ 
and that all hope depended on time^ Famine 
and defpair only coujd force prince Charles to 
cut his way through the befiegers; for they 
were fo fortified, in their quarters, that he muft 
have been obliged, after fome fruitlefs efFons, 
to have furrendered. 

- The project of takuig Prague, with the army 
by which it was defended, muft however have 
fucceeded, would time have permitted to have 
brought it to maturity ; but marQial Daun was 
to be oppofed, a battle was to be fought, and 
misfortune was the refult.N 

We have left the prince of Bevern encamped 
at Kuttenberg, and tnarfhal Daun at Haber. 
Here the marihal was joined by all the garrifons 
the court could fend from the hereditary ftates^ 
and the troops of Hungary, exclufive of the fu- 
gitives from the battle of Prague ; fo that his 
army, only fourteen thoufand (irOng at the com- 
mencement of the campaign, then contained 
ftxty thoufand men. The increafe of this army 
xleranged all the combined preceding projefts of 
the king : it was neceflary to reinforce the 
prince of Bevern, that he might fupport him- 
felf againft an army which tripled his own force } 
yet was it dangerous to enfeeble the befieging 
army, which had a vaft circumference to de«. 

fcndj 
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fend, and which might daily expe6k to be at- 
tacked by forty thoufand men, inclofed within 
the walls. Means however were found, by 
ceconomy of pofts, fortifying fome, and nar- 
rowing others, to make a detachment of ten 
battalions and twenty fquadrons. Thefe troops 
might depart, but not for any length of time, 
or the blockade muft have fufFered. In order 
to take Prague, and the army by which it was 
defended, marihal Daun muft indifpenfably 
be driven from thefe parts ; becaufe that the 
troops employed in the circumvallation, though 
well pofted to repulfe fallies, formed but one 
lini^, and could not at once defend themfelves 
in front and rear; and becaufe that, leaving 
the army to be inclofed round Prague, the 
Pruffians would have wanted fubfiftence, the 
cavalry being already obliged to go four or five 
miles from the camp, in fearch of forage. 

Thefe important confiderations determined 
the king to head the detachment that was to 
join the prince of Bevem, that he might per- 
fonaljy judge of the part it was neceflary to take. 
On the 13th of June the king left Prague :\, 
Trefkow was detached at the fame time to clear 
the banks of tho Saflawa, which be^n to be 
infefted by the light troops of marftial Daun. 
Th« king pqrfqed his march through Schwartz 

K 3 ICoftelitz, 
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Koftelitz, to Malotitz, where he was joined by 
Trefkow, who had taken the route, to the rights 
The intention of the king was to arrive at Kolin, 
and join the prince of Bevern. He found a con- 
fidcrable corps in his front, encamped at Zaf- 
muky, commanded by general Nadafti, who had 
taken this pofition, ^nd in fome manner cut off 
the prince of Berern from the Pruffian army. 
Two columns were difcovered at a diftance, on 
the road of Kolin, taking the route to Kaurzimj^ 
and from the party fent to reconnoitre it was, 
learned that this was the prince of Bevcm, 
coming to join the king. The day declined 
and night arrived before the prince, by which 
the king was obliged to remain fatisfied with enr 
camping the troops as well as darkncfs would 
permit. He was aftoniftied ' at the motion of 
the prince, which was un^xpefted. It was OC'^ 
cafioned by what had paffed on the eve. He 
had been attacked, on the 13 th, at Kuttenberg, 
by Nadafti, whom he had repulfed; while 
marihal Daun made a motion upon his flan|;, 
which had obliged hjm, that it might not be 
turned, to quit his pofition of Kuttenberg, and 
aflume that of Kolin. Here he received inform- 
ation that the Auftrians, encamped at Wifoka, 
prepared to attack him on the morrow. That 
he might run no riik he rathpr phofe to depart 

7 and 
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and meet the Pruffian detachment, which he 
Icnew was on its march to reinforce him, than 
wait the attack. 

On the 1 6th the king wiflied to reconnoitre 
the roads of Wifoka, that he might judge of 
the difpofition of the enemy; but this could not 
be performed, becaufe of the thick forefts and 
the numerous pandours by which they were in- 
fefted. The fame day four thoufand Croats at- 
tached a convoy, coming from Nymburg to the 
army, efcorted by two hundred foot, under the 
command of major Billerbeck, of the regiment 
of Henry. This brave officer defended him- 
felf for three hours againft his numerous af- 
failants, till the arrival of fuccour, by which he 
was relieved, without having loft the fmalleft 
part of his convoy, and with only feven wound- 
ed ; a very inconfiderable number when we 
recoUeft the ftrength of the corps by which he 
was attacked. Such petty details are only fo 
far worthy of hiftory as they are exemplary 
of the effedls of fortitude, and good difpofition, 
in war. 

The ground on which the Pruflians encamped 
was not fufficiently advantageous, to wait for the 
enemy in fafety. The king wiftied to march to 
5cwoifchitz, the vicinage of which was fuf^ 
ceptible of defence ; but fcarcely was this under^ 

K 4 taken 
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taken before the army of marfhal Daun made 
its appearance, and formed near Scwoifchitz, 
in a kind of triangle, with the left toward 
Zafmuky, the right toward the Elbe, and the 
front oppofite Kaurzim and Malotitz, covered 
by a marihy meadow, through which a rivulet 
ran. This motion of the enemy (17th) pro- 
duced a neceflary change in the difpofition of 
the Pruffians. The army took another diredlion, 
inclined more to the left, approached Nymburg^ 
and encamped, having Planiany to the left of 
its front, and its right at Kaurzim, into which a 
battalion was thrown to fecure the flank. A 
corps of Auftrians was encountered near Pla- 
niaqy, the intention of which could only be to 
feize on the provifions of the Pruffians at 
Nymburg. This corps was obliged to re- 
treat, and to take poft on a height behind Pla- 
niany, where it remained all night. 

The fituation of the king daily became more 
critical and difficult ; his pofition was bad, hi? 
camp narrow, (hut up between mountains ; his 
front indeed was unapproachable, becaufe of 
the marfh and rivulet which feparated the 
armies ; but fo was not his right, iH fupportecj 
at Kaurzim, and which marfhal Daun had the 
power to turn when he pleafed, by inclining 
from Zafmuky toward Malotitz, ^ad the 

enemy 
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enemy made this motion the army muft have 
been taken in flank, and beaten without re- 
fource. 

The objefts to accomplifti were too numerous 
and too contradidory to be reconciled ; yet to 
negleft any one would be of confiderable pre- 
judice. The magazines of Brandeis and Nym- 
burg were to be covered, from which the army 
of obfervation derived bread ; and the blockade 
of Prague protefted, by preventing, with a 
feeble corps, an army doubly fuperior from 
making approaches, or detaching troops. The 
more the inferiority of the Pruflians became 
evident the more had they to dread fome con- 
fiderable check ; for, fuppofing they could even 
maintain the camp in which they lay, thq im- 
poflibility of preventing marihal Daun from 
fending a large detachment, which proceeding 
befide the Saflawa (hould come on the back of 
the Pruffians, encamped between Branick and 
Michele, was not the lefs. Thus the befieging 
army, attacked in rear while prince Charles of 
Lorram fhould make a fally, would be be* 
tween two fires, and confequently entirely 
beaten. 

Should the king retire to Koftcletz, or 
* Teutfchbrodt, be there would fitid camps more 
advantageous^ but the incoi^veniencies juft men- 
tioned 
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tioned would ftill fubfift ; for, by approaching 
the Elbe, and covering the magazines, the road 
toward Prague would be left open; and, by 
inclining toward the Saflawa, to prote<5t the 
fiege, the magazines would be left unco- 
vered, and this lofs muft be immediate ; not 
to mention that, by giving ground in a country 
where there was forage, the army muft retire 
into one more clofe and exhaufted, the pro- 
vifions of which had already been confumed. 

Confiderations ftill more forcible prefented 
themfelves. Marihal Daun commanded an 
army of fixty thoufand men, affenabled by the 
emprefs queen at a great ^xpence. Was it to 
be prefumed that, having fo many troops in 
Bohemia, the court would with impunity fuffer 
that the Pruffians (hould take prince Charles of 
Lorrain and forty thoufand men prifoners in 
Prague, and in prefence of this army? It was 
even known that marflial Daun had orders to 
rifle every thing for the deliverance of the prince. 
It therefore was to be determined whether the 
enemy fliould be left to attack the Prulfians* in 
their poft, or by aflault prevent aflault. Add 
to this that, fince marihal Daun had become fa 
ftrong, it was impoffible to take Prague witht 
out a fecond vidtory ; and it would have beea 
Ihamefulto have raife4 the fiege at th? approach 

of 
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of the enemy, fincc the worft that could happen 
was to abandon the place, (hould the enemy 
be viftoripus, 

■ 

Independent of what has hitherto been faidj 
there was a ftill more important reafon : by 
gaining another battle the king would have an 
entire fuperiority over the Imperialifts. The 
princes of the empire, who already began to 
waver, would have conjured him to grant them 
^ neutrality ; the operations of the French in 
Germany would have been deranged, and per-r 
haps impeded; the Swedes would have be- 
come more pacific and circumfpedt : even the 
court of Peterfburg would have taken time to 
refleft, becaufe the king would have been 
enabled to fend fuccours to his Pruffian army 
without any rifle, and to that of the duke of 
Cumberland likewife. Such were the weighty 
^eafons that induced the king to attack marlha} 
Paun on the morrow. 

Early on the morning of the i8;h the march 
began. Trefltow, with the van-guard, diA 
lodged the corps that had encamped, the even- 
ing before, on the heights behind Planiany, 
This was neceffary as a preliminary ftep in 
order to clear the road of Kolin, on which the 
army was to march in two columns. It filed 
off to the left in two lines in prefence of th^ 

^i^cmy. 
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enemy. Marflial Daun, difcovering this mo* 
tion, ioimediately changed his front, and 
marching to the right, proceeded on the top of 
the hills which inclined toward Kolin.^ Na- 
dafti was placed before the army of the king, 
with from four to five thoufand huflars, that 
were driven from ground to ground by a corps 
of cavalry ; but this retarded the march of the 
columns. Thefe light troops were continually 
preffed upon till an eminence was gained, 
which muft neceflarily be occupied to attack 
the enemy. 

As the troops did not arrive with that 
promptitude which might have been defired, 
the king profited by the interim to aflemble his 
general officers, and with them to concert the 
plan of the battle, There was an inn adjoining 
the rqad on which the troops marched. Here 
the order in which marihal Daun had arranged 
his forces, and the ground on which it was ne-» 
ceflary to aft, were diftinftly feen. At this 
place the following meafures were taken. It 
was refolved to attack the right of the ^ncmy, 
becaufe it was ill fupported, and the ground was 
the moft acceflible. The Auftrian front extend- 
ed over rugged and fteep rocks, at the foot of 
which were villages, in the plain, filled with 
pandours. Put the more impregnable they 
4 were 
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were on this fide the lefs were they fo on thtf 
right. The place where the left of the Pruf* 
fians was to attack was the height which they 
already occupied. From this a lonely church- 
yard prefented itfelf, defended by Croats, which 
muft be carried ; afterward, turning a little 
to the left, the army of Daun would be taken 
in flank and rear. This attack, to be fupported, 
muft be fupplied with all the Pruflian infantry ; 
for which reafon the king propofed entirely to 
refufe his right to the enemy, and feverely for- 
bad the officers who commanded it to pafs 
beyond the high road of Kolin. This was the 
more reafonable becaufe that part of the Au- 
ftrian army, pofted oppofite his right, occu- 
pied ground that could not be approached; 
Had the pofition the king prefcribed been 
obferved, he would have been enabled, during 
the aftion, to file off fuch battalions as mighi 
be warned, to fuftain the brigades that made 
the firft attack. 

In addition, general Ziethen had orders to 
make head againft Nadafti, with forty fqua- 
drons, that the Pruffian army might not be 
molefted in its operations: the remainder <£ 
the cavalry was placed ii\ referye in the rear. 
When every thing was regulated, general Hul- 
fen departed, at the head of fcven battalions 

and 
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arid fourteen cannon, to begin the aftion. O^ 
twenty-four battalions, that remained, fix form-^ 
ed the fecond line, and fifteen the firft *. 

Such was the difpofition which would have 
tendered the Pruffians vi6torit>us, had it been 
followed. We fhall relate what aftually hap- 
pened. 

2aethen attacked the corps of Nadafti, which 
was generally routed, and purfued to Kolin, fo 
that it was feparated from the Auftrians, and 
disabled from affording the leaft impediment^ 
during the adtion, to the plans of the king. 
At one o'clock Hullen attacked the church- 
yard, and the village on the height, where he 
met with no great refiftance. He next mattered 
two batteries, each of twelve pieces. Every 
thing was fuccefsful^ during this firft attack} 
but here follow the errors which occafioned the 
l<)fs of the battle. Prince Maurice, who led 
the left of the infantry, inftead of fupporting it 
behind the village that Hulfen had carried, 
formed it at the diftance of a thoufand paces 
from the height. Thi^ line was in the air. 
The king perceived the fault, and brought it 

near the foot of .the height, while a warm 

« 

* Either there U an error in the ptefs, or, the king has 
omitted to mention in what manner the remainder wa» 
employed. T. 

firing 



ItlSTOftY OF rUS. SEVEN TBAEt WAR* I4| 

firing was heard on the right. Obliged to 
haften, and incapable of ading otherwife, he 
filled the fpaces be found in his line by the 
battalions of the fecond : he then repaired to 
the right, to learn the caufe of the firing ia 
queftion. He found Mannftcin ♦, who had cn» 
gaged fo unfeafoftably at the battle of Prague^ 
had again committed a fimilar error. He per- 
ceived fome pandours, in a village near th€f 
road maintained by tlie column* Thefe he 
took a fancy to diflodge, entered the village 
contrary to orders, drove away the enemyi 
purfued, and found himfelf under the fire of the 
cafe-ftiot, from the Auftrian batteries. He 
Was attacked in turn, and the right of the in* 
fantry marched to his fupport. At the time the 
king arrived the affair had become fo feriou* 
that there were no means of retreating, without 
the lofs of the battle. The left was prefently 
in like manner engaged,, which the commanders 
however might have prevented. The adion 
became general, and it was afflifting for the 

♦ The king recounts the death of Mannftein, at the 
battle of .Prague. Perhaps this it a mifkke. It appears 
however that there were feveral Mannfteins, for the name 
again recurs after the death of the prefent, which foon fol- 
lows. The Mannftcin here mentioned is the general whoie 
- memoirs the world is in poffefllon of, tranflatcd by the 
immortal Hume. T. 
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king to remain a fpeftator, without having 
one battalion in referve, of which he could 
difpofe. Marfhal Daun, like a great general, 
profited by the errors of the Pruffians, He 
filed off his referve, in the rear of his front, 
and attacked Hulfen, who till then was vidto* 
rious. Hulfen ftill maintained his ground j 
and, could four frefh battalions have been fent 
to his aid, the viftory would have been gained. 
The Auftrian referve was repulfedj the dra* 
goons of Normann fell upon the enemy's in- 
fantry, difperfed it, and took five pair of co- 
lours. They next attacked the Saxon carabi- 
neers, whom they drove to Kolin. Meantime, 
the Pruflian infantry, of the center and the 
right, had gained fome ground, without how- 
ever any confiderable advantage. Thefe bat- 
talions, having all fuiFered by the cannon and 
fire of fmall arms, being half cut off, left in- 
tervals of thrice the fpace they ought to have 
done ; and, as there were neither fecond line 
nor referve, the intervals could only be filled 
by regiments of cuiraffiers, placed at fome 
diftance in the rear of thefe intervals. The 
Pruflian regiment of cavalry even attacked a 
body of the enemy's infantry^ which it would 
have deftroyed, had not a cafe-fhot battery 
timely played upon it, by which it was repulfed 
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in coniufion> and threw the regiments of Be- 
Vern arid Henry in its rear into diforder* This 
the enemy immediately perceived, profited by 
the moH^nt» attacked with the Cavahy, and 
confufion became tmiverfal. The king wi(hed 
to charge with the cuiraffiers that were at hand> 
tsnd who might in part have repaired the evil ; 
but he found it imp<bffible to put them in mo- 
tion. Hi had reCourfe to two fquadrons of 
Trachies' regiment, took the enemy's cavalry 
in flank, and lent it back to the foot of its hills. 
C^ the line df infantry, there remained only 
ihefuft battalion of guards which ftill kept 
its ground on ^e right ; it had tepidfed four 
battalions of infantry and two regiments of 
cavalry^ by whkh it had been attempted to be 
Turrounded: but a fingic battalion, however 
brave, cannot gain a batde. 

Hulfen, with his infantry and fome cavalry, 
that had been fent him, ftill maintained the 
ground from which he had driven the Au- 
ftrians at the Commencement of the aftion. 
Here he remained till nine o'clock, when he 
and the whole army were obliged to retire. 
Prince Maurice led the troops to Nymburg, 
where he paflcd the Elbe, without being pur- 
fued by a fingle huflar of the enemy* This 

L , aftiop 

Htfi. Stv. retfrs fTar, Vol. I. 
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a(ftion cod the king eight thoufand of his bcft 
infantry. He loft fixtcen cannon, which could 
not be carried off, the horfes having been 
killed. After he had given orders to his go- 
nerals, concerning the retreat of the troops, he 
haftened with all fpeed to his aqny at Prague, 
where he could not arrive before the evemng of 
the n^orrow; and difpofitions were made to 
raife the blockade of the city, whidi the fiital 
day of Kolin would no longer allow to be 
continued. 

A Angular circumftance at the battte of Ko- 
lin was that the Auftrian infantry began to 
retire, and th^ cavalry prepared to follow their 
example, when one colonel AyalTas, of his own 
proper motion, attacked the Pruflian in£uitryj 
with his dragoons, at the very moment the 
cuirafliers of PrujQia had put them in confufioHt 
and when fuccefs occafioned the firft orders to 
be revoked. No doubt the embarraflment of 
the Auftrians, after fo obftinatc a batde, pre-- 
vented their purfuit of the Prufiians. They 
were neverthelefs viftorious. Had marihal 
Daun poflefled more refolution and adivity, 
his army might certainly have arrived on the 
20th before Prague, and the confequences of 
the battle of Kolin would have become more 
fatal, to the Truflians, than defeat itfelf. 

Early 
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Early on the morning of th^ 20th, the Pruf- 
Cans raiicd the blockade of Prague.\The corpi 
that had encamped to^sLvd Mich^le retired^ 
beyond the Elbe^ through Alt-Buntzlau, dnd 
Brandc^s^ to join the army of Kolin, that en^ 
camped at Nymburg. The corps of marftial 
Keith was to retire to Welwarn, to coV*r the 
magazines of Leutmeritz^ and Auffig. Con* 
trarieties happened. The bridges were not 
removed with fufficient promptitude; delay 
fucceeded^ and ngiarfhal Keith copld not quit 
his camp before eleven o*clock. The Pniffiank 
had left Mich^le by three in the morning. 
Prince Charles^ who had received intelligence 
of the vidory of Daun, prepared to make a 
fally on the troops of marfhal Iteith^ that were 
about to raife the piquet guard* He came 
from the city on the little fide, and hotly can* 
nonaded the two Pruflian columns, as they 
retired by the convent of Viftory. The grena- 
diers of the rear-guard calmed the impetuofity 
of the enemy ; and the prince of Pruffia took 
a poGtion at Reefin, where he proteded the 
retreat. The Pniffians only loft two hundred 
men, kilkd and woimded, in this ai&ir. 
Prince Charles took two three pounders, the 
liorfes of which were killed; which was the 
fole trophy he acquired* 

L 2 Tlv: 



, N 



148 POStMtfMdUS WORK^. 

The corps with which the king had marched 
to Brandeis took, on the morrow, the camp 
• of Liffa, where it was joined by the remaining 
troops from Kolin. It was felfely fuppofed 
that marlhal Daun would aft againft the army 
of the king, and prince Charles againft that of 
marihal Keith. The Auftrians loft much time 
in bringing up their magazines ; and the two 
Auftrian armies formed a junftion, at Brandeis, 
a week afterward. The prince of Pruffia took 
the command of the army of Liffa, with which 
he marched to Jung- Buntzlau, and foon after 
to Bohmifch Leippa. The king took the road 
to Melnick, with a reinforcement, to join 
marfhal Keith, and pdffcd the Elbe at Leutmc- 
ritz. ^ 

In order however not to lofe a communica- 
tion with the prince of Pruffia, he left prince 
Henry, with a detachment, at Trebotfchau, on 
the right fhorfc of the Elbe. The army of th^ 
king extetided over the plain, between Leut- 
meritz and Lowofitz. 

Some battalions occupied the Pafcopol, arid 
the defile of Welmina. The paffes of Saxony 
were guarded by troops newly levied. 

The town of Leutmeritz (July) had ferved 
as a depofit, during the (iege of Prague ; and 
was the grand magazine and hofpital of the 

army. 
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vmy. Situated in a bottom^ this town cannot 
be defended^ except by cainps that (hall occu- 
py the furrounding hills. As the troops ar- 
rived, care was taken to difencumber it of the 
lick^ ammunition, and artillery, that were 
guarded here. No adivity, or hafte, with 
thefe tranfports, could complete them before 
the 2oth of July. At the conunencement of 
this month Nadafti approached the army, en- 
camped at Gaftorf, in prefence of the corps of 
prince Henry, and made every effort to inter- 
rupt the commvmicarion which the Pruffians 
held, between the camps 'of Leutmeritz and 
Leippa. This he did without difficulty, by 
fending his pandours into the forefts, and 
defiles, which are numerous in this part of 
Bohemia. 

On the left of the Elbe, only a fmall corps 
of Auftrians appeared, conunanded by general 
Laudon. This partifan, at the head of two 
thoufand pandours, took poft at the foot of the 
Pafcopol, whence he infefted the high roads, 
difturbed the detachments, and gained inconfi- 
derable advantages. That in which he was mofl: 
fuccefsful was fatal to Mannflein, famous for 
having begun the battle of Prague, and having 
occafioned the lofs of viftory at Kolin. This 
general was on his road to Saxony, that he 

L 3 might 
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might there have his wounds cured. He wat' 
cfcortcd by two hundred newly niifed mcn^ 
J-,audon attacl^ed him; hi^ efcprt was thrown 
into difordcr ; Mannftein left his carriage^ drew 
his fword, furioufly defended himfelf, and, 
refiifing (o receive qpwer, feU dead on the 
fppt. 

War was tarried m with greater vigow in 
Xhe p?^r?s where the prince of Pruffia com- 
manded. Prirtce Charle? of J^orraiii a|id mar-i' 
pial D^up, after their j^nftiQn, quitted Bran-« 
deis, and followed the prince. They encamped 
^t JNimes, where they turned his left iBank, an4 
gained a march on the PryfSans toward* Qabel. 
Gener?il Puttkammer defended the caftle of 
%h^ town, whither he had been fent, by th? 
prince of Pruifia, with four battalions, to pro- 
teft the convoys that arrived at his army from 
32iittau. Had the prince marched immediately 
to Gabel, the Auftrians would have gained 
nothing by their motion. Put, not, at firfl 
perceiving its confcquences, he remained tran* 
quilly in his camp^ and fufFered the enemy to 
^Gt as he pl^afed, Marihal Paun fent a de- 
tachment of twenty thovifand men, to attack 
Puttkammer at GabeL The general, after a 
vigorous refiftance, when the trenches had been 
three days openc?l, pot bein^ fuccpured, was 

pbliged 
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obliged to furrendcr prifoner of war. After 
the lofs of this poft, the prince of Pruffia un- 
derftood its importance* The high road from 
this camp to Zittau was through Gabel ; which 
being interuifted, the remaining road led 
through Rumburg, but was fome miles longer, 
and could only be pafled by one column. 
This the army was obliged to take, and loft 
its baggage and fome pontoons, that were 
broken, in the narrow roads, between the 
rocks. The prince arrived at Zittau by de* 
fcribing an arch, and marfhal Daun by the 
chord of diat arch. General Schmettau, who 
commanded the van of the Pruffians, as he 
approached Zittau, found the Auftrians efta- 
bliflied on Eckartlber^, the poft the moft im- 
portant in that vicinity, and one which com** 
mands the town and the environs* The army 
of the prince of Pruflia occupied a height that 
faced the camp of the enemy, with the town of 
Zittau before his right, between the two armies, 
and his left extended toward the hill of Hea- 
nerfdorf. The prince might fupport the town, 
though he could not prevent it from being 
infulted by the Imperialifts. Excited by prihce 
Charles of Saxony, marlhal Daun bombarded 
the town. The ftrects of Zittau are narrow^ 
moft of the roofs are boarded ; diefe took tire, 

L 4 aijid 
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and the planks commvmicated the conflagratiofi 
to feveral quarters of the town at once ; the 
houfes fell and paflage was ftopt by their nuns. 
The prince faw the neceflity of withdrawing the 
garrifon. The troops of the oppofite fide could 
not regain the army, becaufe of the flames and 
ruins in their way, by which means colonel 
Dierke, with a hundred and fifty pioneers^ and 
colonel Kleift, with eighty men of the regi- 
ment of the margrave Henry, were taken by the 
enemy. 

As the town of Zittau was in itfelf of no con- 
fequence, this misfortune was only felt becauft 
of the confiderable magazine which was there. 
After it was confumed by the flames, the army 
of the prince of Pruffia being obliged to derive 
fubfiftcnce and bread from DrefHen, thefo muft 
have been brought twelve miles, before they 
could arrive at the camp ; and, as the difficulties 
of fuch ^anfportation were inliinnountable> the 
prince was obliged to approach his provifions. 
He decamped from Zittau, without being fol- 
lowed by the enemy, and chofe a pofition for 
the army in the vicinage of Bautzen. 

When the king was informed of the lofs of 
Gabel, he propofed to evacuate Lcutmeritz, and 
return into Saxony. Tht town of Leutmeritx 
was ^mpty ; the ammunition and provifions had 

arrived 
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Arrived at Drefckn ; aad, as there was no time 
10 lofe, prince Henry paiTed the Elbe. After 
he had joined the king^ the army encamped be* 

tween Sulowitz and Lowofitz. ( Auguft) Nadaffi, 
who had followed the rear of the prince^ at* 
tacked the grand guards of the camp : warmly ^ 
received, and repuifed with lofs, he repafled the 
Elbe with promptitude. The following days, 
the army retired to Linay ; and from thence to 
NoUendorf and Pima. A detachment of two 
hundred newly raifed men, who guarded the 
Schreckenilein, was attacked and taken by 
Laudon. The pofts of Auffig and Tetfchen 
were evacuated without lofs. The king left 
prince Maurice, at Gifiiubel, with fourteen bat^ 
talions and ten fqiiadrons, to defend that pB&, 
and marched with the remaining troops, de* 
firous to join the prince of Pruffia at Bautzen. 
The prince, who had f^en ill, quitted the army 
4nd Iwguilhed ever after. The king advanced^ 
with a detachment, from Bautzen to Weiffen- 
berg, whence he diilodged general Beck, who 
retreated toward Bcrnftadt. The arrangements 
Beceflary for the re-eftahli(hment of order in 
fubiiflence, and the preparation of new chefts, 
retarded the king a fortnight. Prefled by the 
progrefs of the French on his right, and the 
Ruffians on his left, he was obliged to make de-i 

tachments^ 



1^4 FOSTHUMOVS WOAICS. 

tachmcnts. This infpircd him with the projcft 
of marching to the Auftrians, and ridding him-* 
felf of them, before he (hould be too feeble; Oai 
the 1 6th, he departed for Bemftadt, heading the 
column of the left, and the prince of Brunfwick 
that of the right. They diought to furround 
Beck, on the hill near Sohland, and this pardfan 
could only efcape by lofing a part of his men. 
At Bernftadt, information was received that ^ 
detachment of the enemy had aflembled at 
Oflxitz. Hither Werner was fent, and .was oa 
the point of taking Nadafti, whofe baggage and 
the troops that efcorted him fell into his hands* 
Among his papers were found original letters^ 
from the queen of Poland, informing this gc^ 
neral of all (he knew, concerning the Pruffiansa 
and propofing projeds of furprife^ The king 
fent the originals toFinck, governor of IXcfden^ 
that he might (hew them the queen^ in order 
that (he might underftaAd her proceedings were 
known. 

The king detached (i 7th) five battalions from 
Bemftadt, to take poft at Gorlitz, and marched 
with the main army immediately toward the 
Auftrians. Mar(hal Daun was encamped at 
the Eckartfberg. He had but a motion to 
make with his troops, to prefent his front to the 
FruiSaAs. Thi$ pc^ was not to be attacked* A 

hiU 
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laXL on the lefty cut in the form of a baftion, aad 
defended by fixty twelve pounders, flanked dbe 
ludf (^ his army. In the van of his front the 
village of Wittgenau lay, in a bottom, through 
which runs a rivulet, between fleep rocks. Thrco' 
roads prefented themfelves, which led to the 
enemy through this village, the largeft of which 
was wide enough for a carriage. The right of 
the marihal was fupported by the Neiflc, be- 
yond which river Nadafti was encamped, widi 
Ae referve of the army, on a height ; whence, 
with thirty heavy cannon, he could fweep the 
whole front of the Imperial army. 

The main armies were only feparated by die 
liollow way of Wittgenau, and the day was 
|>afied (iJkh) in a redprocal cannonade. On 
ihe morrow a corps, under the command of 
Wintcrfdd, croffed the Neifle at Hirfchfeld, 
to reconnoitre whether fome means might not 
be found of engaging Nadafli, which would have 
induced Paun to fuccour him, and might have 
brought on a battle. But the difficulty of ground 
;igain oppofed this plan, and it was renounced. 
Nothing however could be more advantageou$ 
for the king, imder his prefent circumftancesj, 
than a decifive aftion. He had no time to lofe, 
A body of French was at Erfurt. The army 
of th? duke of Cumberland was cooped up at? 

Stade« 
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Stadcl The dutchy of Magdebourg, and the 
old March, were cxpofed to the incurfions of 
A? French. The Swedifli army had pafled 
the Pecnc, near Anclam. The troops of thc: 
circles were in motion, toward Saxony. Yet 
did the impoffibility of engaging, on ground fo 
difficult and imprafticable, and the ncccffity of 
making immediate detachments, oblige the 
king to retire (20th.) The infantry retreated in 
a line, which the enemy pretended not to per- 
ceive. The army marched to Bernftadt^ and 
encamped on the heights of Jauernick, as far as 
the Neiffe, beyond which the corps of Winter- 
fcld extended to Radomeritz. A detachment 
was fent to the relief of the brigade of Gorlitz, 
with which Grumbkow was ordered to repair to 
Silefia, to clear the frontiers of the enemy's 
parties, that committed diforders there, and at 
the fame time to watch for the fecurity of the 
fo;:trefs of Schweidnitz. 

The king gave the command of the army to 
the prince of Bevem(t5th) in conjunftion with 
general Winterfeld, in whom he really confided. 
They were particularly recommended carefully 
to cover the frontiers of Silefia, after which he 
departed, with eighteen battalions and thirty 
iijqadrons, to oppofe the French and the troops 
^the empire. That wp might not interrupt the 
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incidents of the campaign, which were each 
ronnefted with the other, we have made no 
mention of the campaign of the allied army, 
under the command of the duke of Cumberland, 
of which it is at prefent neceflary to give a 
ftiort recapitulation. 

At the beginning of April, the French took 
pofleffion of the towns of Cleves and Wefel,' 
Without encountering oppofition. The count 
de Gifors feized on Cologne, which the French 
defigned to make a place of arms. Marihal 
d'Etrees, who was to take the command of the 
army, arrived there in the beginning of May, 
and advanced, on the 26th, with all his forces, 
and encamped at Munfter. The duke of Cum- 
berland coUefted his troops at Bielefeld, whence 
he had fent a detachment to Paderborn, at the 
'approach of d'Et?r6es, whofe army encamped at 
Rheda. ' The duke retired to Herford, on 
which the French fent a detachment into Hefle ; 
which, meeting with no oppofition, feized on 
the whole landgraviate. Caflel itfelf (the 
capital) furrendered after a feeble refiftance. 

The duke of Cumberland, not intending to 
maintain his ground till he had paffed the 
Wcfer, according to the plan of the Hanoverian 
miniftry,' who believed the paflage of this river 
more difficult than that of the Rhine, crofled 
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(July) with liis troops over bridges tliat he haA 
prepared io the villages of Rhemun and Vlotho* 
He gave orders, in the mean time^ that the for^ 
dfications of the towns of Munden and Hameln 
(hould be haftened» This was thinking tardily* 
The French inclined toward Corbie. One <^ 
their detachments, having pafTed the Wefer, 
occafioned the duke to change his. pofition, and 
he encamped with his right at Hameln, and his 
left at Afferde. The duke of Orleans, in the 
interim, threw bridges over the Wefer, to crofs 
at Munden* The duke of Cumberland, who 
expeded foon to be attacked, called in all his 
detachments, and aflembled ^hem at Haften* 
beck, the pofition of which had been defcribed 
to him as admirable. The right of his army 
was there well fupported, and the centre re- 
treated elbowing. In his front was a wood^ 
and in this wood a coniiderable ravin. 

The French army approached the allies, who 
were reconnwtrcd by d*Etrees on the 25th^ 
while he was cannonaded by the duke 'of Cum- 
berland. On the morrow the French attacked 
his left, by gliding through this ravin at the 
bottom of the wood, and carried the centre 
battery of the allies. This the hereditary prince 
of Brunfwick recovered, fword in hand; by which 
firft eflay he (hewed nature had deftined him 
7 a hero* 
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jz hero. Meantime a Hanoverian colonel 
Broitenbachi took upon himfelf to coiled xhp 
.firft battalions he met, entered the wood, fell 
upon the French in the rear, expelled them, 
and feized their cannon and colours. Every 
body fuppofed the battle gained. D'Etrees, 
who faw his troops routed, had given orders 
for retreat. Thefe the duke of Orleans oppofed* 
.At length, to the great aftoniftiment of the 
whole French army, they learned that the duke 
of Cumberland was on the full march, retreating 
to Hamein. The hereditary prince wa$ ob- 
liged to abandon the battery he had with fo 
much glory recovered; and the retreat was 
made with fuch precipitation that the brave 
colonel Breitenbach even, whofe merits wa^ 
(b confpicuous on that day, was forgotten. This 
worthy officer remained fingly the matter of the 
field, and departed by night to join the army, 
bringing his trophies to the duke, who wept in 
defpair, to perceive he had been fo hafty to quit 
a field which was no longer difputed. 

Not all the remonftrances of the duke of 
Brunfwick ( Auguft) and the generals of his army 
could <iiffuade him fi-om continuing to retreat. 
.He marched firft to Nienburg, and afterward 
to Verden ; whence, through Rotenburg, an|i 
Bremervorde, he took the road for Stade. % 

this 
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this falfe manoeuvre, he abandoned the whoUj 
tountry to the difcretion of the French. Hamelil 
was inimediately occupied by the duke of Fit^* 
James. 

What Wis moft rtmairkable, ind iingukr, on 
this occafion, was that marfhal d'Etrecs was re- 
called, for having gained a viftory. The duke 
de Richelieu, on whom the court beftowed the 
command of. the army, arrived on the 7th at 
Munden. He took HanoVer, the duke d'Ayen 
Brunfwick, and M. le Voyer Wolfenbuttle* 
Richelieu fent the prince de Soubife, with a de- 
tachment of twenty-five thoufand men, to Er- 
furt ; where he was to be joined by the army of 
the circles, and a detachment of Auftrians* 
The duke himfelf purfued the allies, paffed the 
Aller> and encamped at Verden. D'Armen* 
tieres meantime feized on Bremen, on the ift of 
September. The French army advanced to- 
ward Rotenburg, with an intent to attack the 
duke of Cumberland, but did not find him 
there : he had already retreated to Bremervdrde, 
avoiding, after the battle of Haftenbeck, all en* 
gagement with the enemy. 

No fooner did the king perceive, bf the 
nienoeuvres of the duke of Cumberland, thar 
he confined himfelf to the defence of the WcCtr, 
(han he forefaw what would be the refult, and 

recalled 
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)recaUedthe fix batealidna he had in i^at army^^ to 
tfafow them into Magdebourg ; whick he did 
very fealbnablyj as we (faallr hereaftsp perceive. 

By what we have faid^ k will be fesa die 
tiutchy df Magdebourg was^ menaced with in* 
Vafi6n, and the city with a fiege^ by the French; 
that Sax^my wa& to become the ppey of the army 
which aflembled at Erftut ; than the garrifons of 
t>refiien and Torgau were to be taken; and 
finaHy that Berlin, a mceropoRs^ without defence, 
was on Ae point of being inraded by the Swedes, 
^jrfio had penetrated into the Ucfcerane March, 
and who there found only a handful of men to 
\)ppofe their progrei^. Under ilich circum- 
ftances, the mod preffing peafbns required a^ 
body of troope fliould march againft fo many 
enemies^ The king accordingly put himfelf 
dt the head of a few forces, thst be might not 
enfeeble his army of Siiefia, which had the moft 
formidable foe vo combat. 

The prince of Bevcrn, with whom remained 
fifty battalions (Auguft 31ft) and one hundred 
and ten fquadrom, encamped, after the de« 
parture <rf the king, at the Lande&rone, near 
Gorlitz. Winterfeld placed his detachment be* 
yond the Neiffc, on the HolCiberg, near the 
village of Moys, The prince tranfported his 
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magazine from iBautzen to Gorlitz. Mdrfhal 
Daun and prince Charles (September) en- 
camped oppofite him, at Auffig ; and detached , 
Nadafti to Schonberg, to obferve Winterfeld. 
Count Kaunitz had lately, arrived at the Auftrian 
army, perfonally to regulate the remaining 
operations of the campaign, with the generals. 
Nadafti, to pay his court to the count, propofed 
attacking the poft of Winterfeld, on the Holtz- 
berg. This poft was only held by two bat- 
talions ; ten others of the fame corps encamped 
three thoufand paces in the rear, near Gorlitz. 
The day on which the attack was made (the 7 th) 
general Winterfeld was with the prince of Be- 
vern, with whom he had fome arrangements to 
make. Information was brought him that the 
enemy attacked his poft ; thither he haftened, 
but the Holtzberg was carried before his arrival.' 
Defirous to diflodge the enemy, he advanced 
at the head of four battalions, and had the mif- 
fortune to be mortally wounded. Nadafti, fa- 
tisfied with the advantage he had gained, volun- 
tarily retreated to Schonberg. The Pruffians 
there loft twelve hundred men, and many brave 
officers. General Winterfeld died of his wound ; 
and . was the more regretted, under the prefent 
circumftances, becaufe he was the man moft ne- 
ceiTary to the army of the prince of Bevern. 

The 
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The king had depended wholly on him, in the 
meaAires he had taken, for the defence of Silefia. 
The day after this affair, the prince (truck his 
Camp, aftd repaired through Catholifch Hen- 
nerfdorf and Nautfiburg to Lignite, neglecting 
to take the Camp of Loweilberg, or that of 
Schmutfeifen, by which he would have covered 
Silefia. Not fatisfied with abandoning the 
frontiers, he farther enfeebled himfelf by de- 
taching fifteen thoufand men, whom he threw 
into different places. Thefe were the errors that 
brought on all his misfortunes, at the clofe of 
the campaign, v 

Marihal Daun followed the Pruflians, and 
marched by Lowenberg and Goldberg, en- 
camping on the heights of Wahlftadt. The 
Prulfians were in a bottom, with their right at 
Lignitz, the Katzbach in their rear, and their 
left at the village of Beckren. From this litua^ 
tion they had every thing to fear. An enter- 
prifing enemy would have reaped his advantage. 
Daun was not fo. One afternoon, animated 
by wine and the difcourfe of the chevalier de 
Montazet, prince Charles wiflied to gain fome 
advantage over the enemy, and caufed eight or 
ten battalions of grenadiets with artillery to 
advance and attack the village of Beckren. 
This detachment was too feeble to oppofe an 
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army ; it was not fuftainod, and >*as reputfed tjf 
the troops diat the prince of Beveta ordered w 
advtece front the tine, to fupport ^e village. 
The Pruffian regiment of an^mtry pftrticukurly 
diftinguifhed itfelf, on this ocoi&on. The at« 
tempt taught the prince of Bevem what the 
badnefs of his fituation wa«> how ill ha had 
chofen his camp, and to what dangers he was 
expofed. Fearing to be att^ked on the mor» 
row with more conliderabk force, he repafled 
the Katzbach by night ; and on his march to 
Parchwitz encountered an Imperial corps, thac 
difputed the paflage of the Katzbach. He dire^^ 
bridges over the Oder, pafied this river and re- 
paired, October the fiiil, on the right fide of thd 
Oder, to Breflati. Croffing once nH>re over the 
bridge of the city, he took poft behind the 
Imali riwilet of the Loh^ and threw up in*- 
trenchments. The Auftrians faced him at Lifla« 
The court of Vienna had negotiated for troops, 
with the eleAor of Bavaria and die duke of 
Wurtemberg, and fcnt them at diis time into 
Silefia* Thefe corps jointd the referve, under 
Nadaft], in the environs of . Scfaweidnitz, to 
which they were to lay fiege. We will for a 
moment fufpend the narrative of the camtpatgn • 
of Silefia (September) to attend the king on his 
expedition againft the French^ 
. The 
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/ The king firfl: went to Drefdeiu whence he 
detadifd Seidiit?> with a r^giaient of huffars, 
and another p£ dragoons^ to Leipfic> in order 
to purfue M. de Turpin> who with his light 
troop$ hovered abom Halle, The French re* 
tiredi at the approach of the Pruflaans ; and 
SeidMtZj, beconung ufeleis in that part, rejoined 
the king between Grinuna and Rptha, whence 
the troops marched to Pe^u. Hither the ene* 
my had detached the two Imperial regiments 
of huflars, Ceczeni and ^ftherhafi. This town 
is fitviated on the other fide of the Eiftcr;, over 
which is a ilone bridge at the giatc* The gate 
was gamtflied by the enemy, ^s were fome of 
the neighbouring hoi|fes,'to IbrUd entrance* 
SeidUcz ca^ied a hundred of hufiars tq ahght| 
who ^rced the g^e^ the main body ^f t^ 
Begime^ followed and entered Pegau fdl gal- 
lop. SewU and K14ft, traverfing the town, 
lek it thrwgh thf pppofic? gate, and there 
foiiild tl^ two wgiqa«nt9 of tjie ejiemy, pofte4 
behind a holjk>w way. Thfy attacked, royted^ 
#^d pwfyed them to Zmn?; bringing laacfe 

three hundred and fifty prifoners. On th) 

l^orrpw, t^e ftpmy of the king incjined to 
Naumburg. Here the van-guard met Hx 
fquadrons of the troops that had been beaten 
the day befone. They were iboa difperied, 

M 3 aiid 
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and loft many men ; particularly in paffing the 
bridge of the Saale, near the Schul-Pforte. 
The bridge was repaired (September 8th), and 
the troops pafledit, on their march to Buttftett. 
Here the news was received of the famous 
convention, figned, by the dukes of Cumber- 
land and Richelieu, at Clofter-Seven; This 
treaty was negotiated by one count Lynar, 
ambaflador from the court of Denmark. It 
was flipulated that hoftilities (hould ceafe; that 
the troops of Hefle, Brunfwick, and Gotha, 
fhould be fent back into their refpcftive coun- 

r ■ r f 

tries ; that thofe of Hanover fhould remain 
quiet at Stade, on the other fide of the Elbe, 
within a given diftrift. Nothing was regulated 
concerning the eleftorate of Hanover, either 
refpefting contributions dr reftitutions; fo that 
this country was abandoned to the difcretion of 
the French. Scarcely was the cqnvention con- 
eluded before the duke of Cumberland, with-^ 
out waiting for its ratification, returned to 
England ; and the duke de .Richelieu prepared 
to make an invafion into the principality of 
Halberftadt.X^ * 

About this time, the Pruflian army- iftter- 
cepted fome letters, from count Lynar to count 
Reufs. Thefe men were of the fed called 
Pietifts. Count Lynar, fpcaking to hi^ friend 

of 
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^ the negotiation, faid — " The thought of 
^^ concluding this convention was a celcftial in- 
^^ fpiration. The Holy Ghoft gave me the power 
** to ftop the progrefs of the .French arms ; as 
'^ the fun was formerly flopped by Jolhua, 
"^^ The Almighty God, the governor of the 
"world, has employed me, an unwonhy in- 
*^ ftrument, to fpare the effufion of Lutheran 
*^ blood, of precious Hanoverian blood, which 
*^ was about to be fhed/*— As misfortune would 
have it, count Lynar was the only peribn who 
applauded count Lynar, We (hall leave him, 
in company with Jolhua and the fun, to return 
to more important affairs. 
/ilm difgraceful convention completely de- 
ranged the affairs of the king. The army, as 
k was cdlied, which he headed was eighteen 
'thoufand ftrong; yet from this was he obliged 
to make a detachment, that was either to cover 
Magdebourg or reinforce the garrifon. How- 
•ever, as the prince de Soubife was at Erfurt, 
he wifhfid to attempt driving him thence, that 
he might enfeeble hinifeif with tlie lefe danger. 
To this efFeft, he advaniGcd with two thoufand 
horfe, ^ free battalion, and two battalions of 
grenadiers, to Erfurt. Great was his furprife 
when, he faw the French army decamp, from the 
Pyriacfhurg, in his prcfcnce. De Soubife, not 

M 4 thinking 
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thiflking himfelf in Xafety at Erfurt, retired tp 
Gotha. V Scarcely was be gone before the town 
was fummoiied to furrender ; and it was agreed, 
by Capitulation, thatth^Peterfbergfliouldremajtt 
neuter ; tlmt the towa (hould be occupied by 
thie PruiSans^ and tjiat die eoemy iliould eva^!^ 
cuate the Cyriacfbuijg. 

When the ixoqps had ^flumcd a kind of po- 
fition near Erfurt, prince Fo'dinand of Brunf- 
uick left the araify» with five baaaUons and 
feven fquadrons^ t0 cover Magdebourg^ an^ 
oppofe the duke d9 Richelieu {zoih). Thefe 
he flught ftrengtljiesi with £x battalions, dmwa 
from the city. But.fuch ni^eafures, the only 
ones that could be taken under prefent cirKvm- 
ftapces^ werp feeble^ and infufficient to eeGA. 
iifty thoufaiKi French. Prince Ferdinand, iJcr 
termined to fup|)ly t^ ability his want of inean^ 
made ^ circuit W r«cb Magdcbourg. MiMrchr 
ing throu^ £|geln^ he fell upon the ri^imeiK 
of Lufignan, &ur hundxisd of whom he took. 
He themce attdaciouAy pofted himfelf at Wanf- 
leben, wJiere ht feeoied to ilefy tbe duke iie 
Richelieu, who eacamped at Halberftadt.^ The 
Pruffian paitics had every where the lupenority 
over the Frendi^ during the clofe of tixat caiii^ 
paign ; and there weise few days in which tfaqr 
did not bring in prifoners to the prince. 

Under 
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XJih)^ ^he pr-e&at ctfcvtfoftaoces ^f ' the lucg^ 
f ec0ur^ iQqft be vbad ^ ^veiy m^aas ; tftratar 

be madc^ «0 better the fitiaatioa of aft^iiris. Be* 
£dc tJbac no iU could Jisppea &om m^cmg 
«oempt8., ^ccpt ttic chfagrki -of liftving ifoa- 
gined Jroidefs 'CKpediaMs. With thb .tatest^ 
co}o^ Balby aflumed the dirgiiiife ^ ^ Imd^ 
bailifl^ tb^t he might afiive at T;be diuk? dc 
JRichelie^ir. He was acqiaaioted wkh the 4uket 
wjth whom he had ms^d^ fomc <:an\paikgas 191 
Plauder^. Boiby was to make .pmpofalsi to 
<pduce the court of Veriailbs to entertain more 
foiild and pacific: fentiments* He perceived 
that tiie .duke de RicheUeUi idoubtiiig c^ has 
i>wa credit^ did aot believ<e he had fufBdient 
influence mth the Freach mhsi&y or ^he kiiag 
M change their fyifkviitvort^tikopkHon J refped^ 
ing ij»^r aUMooe 'iirith the hdufe o( Auftria; an 
aWance iwjm^j f eeently conclodedj pki^ed ^by 
M$ jipy^kyp This cowflBtfjr^ iperceivittg all 
Jhe'Ooatd Mge.p£oduced no eiS^dt* redit^ed hk 
4eflWM}$ to the vequeft that the duke ^wcuM at 
4eaft (pare, in part, ihdfe |>n>vi#oes 'of the kirig 
into which he Ihottld cairy the war. 

The king was fooft lobUged faither fo 'en^- 
ieehle his army, by another detiachinent. He 
kox, priftce Jdaurice to Xieipfic^ vdxh ien battar 

lions 



\/ 



170 FOSTHUMOUS WORKS. 

lions and ten fquadrons^ there to maintain a 
central pofition; whence he would be ready 
either to join the king or prince Ferdinand, as 
fhould be neceflary ; and where he might watch 
general Marfhall^ encamped at Bautzen with 
fifteen thoufand Auftrians; who infpired tht 
greater apprehenfion becaufe that, Lufatia be^ 
ing uncovered, there was reafon to fear the 
general (hould make an irrpption into the elec- 
torate, and even proceed to Berlin. This capi- 
tal was in like manner menaced by the Swedes, 
from the fide of Pomerania. They were re- 
tarded in their progrefs by Manteufel, with 
five hundred huflars and four battalions. After 
thefe two corps had quitted the camp of Erfurt, 
eight battalions and twenty-feven fquadrons 
only remained with the king. Had the enemy 
perceived the weakncfs of this corps, it cannot 
be doubted but an attack muft have enfued. 
This above all things was to be avoided, and 
recourfe was had to various expedients, to de- 
ed ve the people of Erfurt -and the French. 
For this reafon, the troops did not encamp; 
the infantry was fent into the neighbouring 
villages ; the quarters were feveral times 
changed ; and, as on each occafion the names 
of the regiments were dianged alfo, this mul- 
tiplied the ordpr of battle, > which the ipies 

were 
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were affiduoufly collecting, for the informatioa 
of the prince de Soubife. ^ 
- Two days after the Priiffians (i 6th) had 
taken Erfurt, the king went, with twenty Iqua- 
drons of huffars and dragoons, on a reconnoi- 
tring party, toward Gotha, that he might at- 
tempt to diflodge the two Imperial regiments 
of huftars, that had fo repeatedly been beaten* 
His fuccefs was beyond his hopes ; the dread 
in which thefe huffars held the Pruffians haftened 
their retreats ^ They had a defile to pafs, near 
Gotha, whfere they Icrfl one himdred and eighty 
men. ' They were purfued even to within fight 
of Eifen4ch ; where the prince de SoulMfe; 
who had ji)een joined by the prince of Hild- 
bOutghaufen j general in chief of the army of 
the circles, was encamped; ^he ducal houft 
(of jSaxe Gotha) was delighted to fee^itfelf 
difehcumbered of ; guells fo^ ihdlfcreet. it had 
equally to complain -bf the French and Au- 
Ibriians. The French had <:ommitted violence 
ori the caftlcf, from which they had carried off 
the canpoh ; - ahd the A\iflb*iah officers, little 
refpeft^l in tiieir difcourfe, had behaved with 
arrogance, <very imfuitable to the fovereign 
princes of the empire. 

Scidlitz remained with the cavalry at Gotha, 
there to watch the motions of the enemy, and 

give 
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give umdj iaformation to the Httje atmy of 
Erfurt ; that, if necelfary, k might reitrear, *t 
ibe approach of th? ai^jiy of Eifci»chr . A 
few day^ aftf Fj, he was attacked by a wry fi:^* 
rior corps. , The pfmce <?f HUdtxHirghawTen^ 
ddiROUs of i|g>alizi;ig hi$ ftitthgrity t^ iba«i 
femou$ ftrc#fe j>r(](pofefl^ia ?he pdn?e 4^ Sou^ 
bjfti to diijodge the PftiflS^Pi .from Qoth^i, 
Tfeejr bcgao their nwrcli with their gi^cwwiipSK 
fhe Awftri^n cav^ry^ Laudon Wi4 tw p^pdows, 
aiiKl all the Jiight; troops of the FrgjM;h ^imy, 
S^g3 ha(jl fe^oii^)le ijafor^naitioja pf ^ ia- 
^Godie4 prqj^r , They preftmly n^c t^ 
zppeaiMfic^ A wJumn ^ cayalfy p^91^ on 
the r%^ of Gotha, ^nd oyer cho hfigh^ «vhi(^ 
i»d toward Thwingia, Ai^ef ^olMma <^ 
^y^» preceded by the huffar^, cajw im th(9 
ii^ from t|if Hi^ of l^ngwfuiwii. The pam 
domrft at il;^ hwl pf $hs gFWftiie»> ^mM4 
jh^calum»-pf ^^utifr ; 

ScidlitiK M w^»J^:fm igcBi! in Qwteof 
frattky at, « qertfw diftwcff fipip Oothti tb^ 
l^uflprs oa the 6j:ft lifte, (^d (fee dr^oons &( 
M^inlpfce on the^ fpflood, ; Th* drafedom of 
p;et^4tz he ;h^ fe«t to ft dffilf, .wiw^ toy 
half a mile in his rear,, with orders io fda<?f 
4>epEtf9lves <(n a ^«gk Ibe, lo &rai aa exten- 
fiv^ fco^ ^th»t he e»ght deaivt die enemy. 

This 
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Thi9 did not prevent the regiment from being 
entirely ready to proteft his retreat, (hould he 
\>t obliged to yield to numbers* Manoeuvres 
{o able^ and a ftratagem fo artful, had theii 
Cffca# (Odober 13th) The prince of HUd- 
bourgfap.ui)en imagjued the Pruffian army, which 
lie fuppofed to be confiderable^ wajs on its 
march to fupport Seidlitz ; and that he (hould 
be incefla&tly attacked, by the grand line of 
cavalry which he difcovered. From the waver- 
ing countenance of the Auftriaa huflars, Seidr 
litz perceived his artifice had produced a proper 
impreffion* He repulfed them ihfenfibly ; and, 
(hock after (hock, ftiU gaining ground, obliged 
them to repafs the defile where, but a few days 
before, they had fullered (b much. The co- 
lumn of cavahy, that compofed the right of 
the enemy, retreated at the fame time. Seid- 
litz then (ent fome dragoons and huflars into 
Gotha ; who entered precifely as the prince of 
Darmftadt, with the troops of the circles, began 
to retire; and there made a number of pri^ 
foners. The precipitation with which the 
prince of Darmftadt abandoned Gotha had 
nearly become fktal to the prince de Soubife^ 
who was at the cafUe, and did not expeft fo 
prompt a retreat : he had only time to mount 
liis horfc, and fly full fpeed. A hundred and 

3 ^'^^ 
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fixty foldiers, and three officers of ilote^ wcrfc 
uken by the Pruflians. 

Any other general, except Sdidlitz, wbuld 
have applauded himfelf to have efcaped, in 
fuch a fituation, without lofs. Seidlitz would 
not have been fatisfied with himfelf, had he 
not derived gain. The example proves that 
the capacity and fortitude of the general are, 
in war, more decifive than the number of his 
troops. A man of mediocrity, who fhould 
perceive himfelf under fuch circumftances, dif- 
couraged by the awful appearance of the foe, 
would have retired as he approached, with the 
lofs of half his men, in a ikirmilh of the rear- 
guard, which the fuperior cavalry of the enemy 
would have been in hafte to engage. The 
artful life made of the regiment of dragoons, 
extended and (hown to the enemy at a diftancc, 
was highly glorious to general Seidlitz, in fo 
difficult a fituation. 

Hitherto the king had been Only able to 
keep affairs in fufpenfe; he could undertake 
nothing, and mufi wait the benefaftibns of 
time. He remained tranquilly at Erfurt, till 
he underftood that a French detachment, from 
the army of Weflphalia, was on its march, 
through HelTe, to Langenfaltza. As he mufl 
not wait the arrival of this corps, which might 

faU 
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fen on his rear, he determined to retire pre vin- 
ous to its approach. It was befide rumoured 
that general Haddick traverfed Lufatia to pe- 
netrate into Brandenbourg ; and that prince 
Maurice had been obliged to fly, that he might 
haftily gain Torgau. It was probable the ge- 
neral would advance to Berlin. Having no 
fuccour to expedt, the king thought proper to 
remain no longer at Erfurt ; and, that he might 
run no unfeafonable rilk, he retreated to the 
Eckartflberg. Here frequent couriers arrived 
from Drefden* Finck informed him a corps, 
under Marlhall, was on the point of quitting 
Bautzen, to follow that of Haddick ; an4 it 
was certain prince Maurice was not fufficiently 
in force to refift the combined generals. This' 
occafioned the king to refolve to bring • him a 
reinforcement. 

The troops repafled the Saale, at Naum- 
burg. Marflial Keith, with fome battalions, 
threw himfelf into Leipfic. The king pafled 
the Elbe at Torgau, and marched toward Anna* 
berg ; where he received intelligence that Ber- 
lin had efcaped, for a contribution of two hun- 
ched thoufand crowns, paid to the Auftrians; 
that Haddick had not waited for the arrival 
of prince Maurice; and that Manteufel re- 
mained ina<5live, in his camp at Bautzen. 

The 



The idea tiiat fiift ftruck die kkig was t& 
cue off the iretreat of Haddkk. For this puc^ 
pofe^ he repaired to Heitzberg. Ptiace MaiP- 
rice was on hm return^ and the kkig wiflxed to 
wait for him^ because that Haddick had akeady 
repafled Koctbm. He remained in this pofi-^ 
lion for fome days^ that he mig)it luiderfland 
what were the a&ual imentions^ of the French^, 
which: muft decide the part he had to take^ 
whether ibi& (hoxildi be to oppofe their enter-" 
prifes^ or, (hould the campaigp be ended iq 
Thurin^a, whether he (boutd return to* Silelia^ 
for the relief ef Schweidnkz, the fiege o£ 
Vhkh was begun bjf general NadafH* 

But the enemy induced the king txi under- 
take operations (2!6th) which he could liot then 
forefce. The departure of the Pnlfliani^ from 
Erfurt, engaged the prince de Soubife to pafs 
the Saale^ and approach Leipfic* Marflial 
Keith fent adtice of this, warmly requeuing 
aid ; and hither it was neceflary to march> with 
all fpeed. The king, oa the z8th, immedi-^ 
atdy began his march to L.eipfic. With his 
fmall army, he cleared the right (hore of the 
Mulde^ where Cuftine had advanced with fbme 
brigades ; after whick he entered Leipiic, and 
there was joined by prince Maurice, and prince 
Ferdinand of Brunfwick. The grand caufeway 
: . that 



• 
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that leads to Liitzen was firft fecured* On the 
30th, the army aflembled, marched, and en- 
camped at Altranftsedt ; when Retzow was de- 
tached in advance, to guard the defile of Ri- 
pach. The fame night, the king marched to 
fall on the enemy*s quarters, difperfed in the 
vicinage of Weiflenfels; but they efcaped, 
thofe who were in Weiflenfels excepted. The 
three gates of the town were attacked, and the 
officers were commanded, without delay, to 
gain the bridge of the Saale, that this impor- 
tant paflkge might be fecured^ The town was 
forced, and five hundred men taken ; but 
thofe of the garrifon who efcaped had fet fire 
to the covered bridge, which being wholly of 
Wood was ibon in flames. To extinguifli the 
fire \/as impoflible ; for the enemy, in ambuf* 
cade behind walls on the oppofite ftiore, kept 
up fa heavy a fire of fmall arms that all who 
endeavoured to preferve the bridg^e were killed, 
or wounded, Frefti troops foon appeared on 
the- other fide of the river, the number of 
whom continuing to increafe demonftrated the 
impofiibility of effefting the paflage of the 
Saale, at that place* But, as it was but the 
van of the army that had arrived at WeiflTenfels, 
and as the greateft part of the troops ivere ftill 

N Qa 
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on their march, they were ordered to take the 
road to Mcrfeburg, with the hope of being 
able to fecure the bridge of that town. 

When marihal Keith arrived here (Novem- 
ber) he found the French already had occupied 
the place, and that the bridge was broken. 
He did not remain hefitating, but tookfome 
battalions, and marched to Halle, whence he 
diflodged the French, and repaired the bridge, 
lyhich they had in like manner deftroyed. The 
Army of the king thus had its right at Halle, 
its centre oppofite Merfeburg, and its left at 
Wfeiffenfels, covered by the Saale, afcertaining^ 
its communication behind that river by de- 
tached corps, which alfo watched the motions 
of the enemy, Marfhal Keith firft pafled the 
river, near Halle. This manoeuvre, which 
could be of no ill confequence to the French, 
occafioned (2d) the prince de Soubife wholly 
to abandon the banks of the Saale, and retreat 
to the village of St. Michael. The Pnoffians em- 
ployed this day, and the night following, in 
repairing the bridges of Wciflenfels and Merfe- 
burg. Early on the morning of the third, the 
king and prince Maurice, having paffed the 
river, marched with their columns toward Rof- 
bach : as did that of marfhal Keith, where then? 
iwxlers were to form a jundion. During the 

march. 
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Ynarch, the king iivent with fome cavalry to 
Reconnoitre the pofition of the enemy, which 
Vaa one of the very word. The thoughtlefs 
iiuflars puftied forward to the camp, and car* 
tied off fome horfes and foldiers, whom they 
dmgged from their tents. Thefe circumftances, 
added to the little precaution of the French ge- 
nerals, determined the king (4th) to march and 
;ittack them on the morrow. 

By break of day, the army quitted the camp. 
"the vafl'-guard confifted of the \vhole cavaUy. 
Arriving at the place where the evening before 
the poft of the enemy had been reconnoitred, 

no eftemy \<ras,to be found. The prince de 
Soubife had no doubt reflefted on the imperfed 
iiatiirc of his camp, and had changed it the 
fame night. He had extended his troops along 
the height, in front of which was a ravin ; his 
right was fupported by a wood, which he had 
fortified with an abatis and three redoubts, fiir- 
flilhed with artillery ; his left was furrounded by 
a large pond, which could not be turned. The 
army of the king was too feeble, in infantry, to 
rufti upon a poft fo formidable ; had the de- 
fence b^n but little obftinate, it could not have 
been carried, with the lofs of lefs than twenty 
thoufand men. The king, judging this attack 
beyond his ftjrength, fent ordc^^for the infantry 

N 2 to 



l8o POSTHUMOUS WORKS. 

to pafs the marihy defile, which was near, and 
affume the camp of Braunfdorf: the cavalry 
followed, confifting of the rear-guard. When 
the French faw the Prnflian troops retreating, 
they caufed their piquets to advance, with fome 
artillery, and kept up a warm cannonade, but to 
no effeft. All the muficians and trumpeters in 
the army, all their drums and fifes, began to 
play at once, as if they had gained a vidory# 
However little agreeable this fpeftacle might 
be, for men riot accuftomed to fear the foe, it 
was neceflary to remember circumftances, be- 
hold it with the cold eye of indifference, and 
oppofe German phlegm to French petulance, 
and French gaiety. 

The fame night, intelligence was received 
that the enemy made a motion, from the left 
to the right. The hulTars were in the field by 
break of day; they entered the camp the French 
had quitte<4 > ^^^ learned, from the peafants, 
that the latter had taken the road to Weiflenfels. 
Soon after, a confiderable body formed oppofite 
the right of the Pruflians, that had the appear- 
ance of a rear- guard, or a corps that covered 
the march of an army. The Pruffians paid 
little attention to thefe manoeuvres, becaufe that 
their camp was covered, as well in front as at 
tach wing, by. an impradicable marfh. There 

were 
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were only .three narrow caufeways, by which 

they might have been attacked ; but three plans 

therefore feemed to remain for the enemy; 

either to retire through Freyburg into Upper 

Thuringia, becaufe fubfiftence failed; or to take 

Weiflenfels, the bridges of which however were 

deftroyed; or finally to gain Merfeburg before 

the king, and cut off his paflage of the Saale. 

Yet the Pruffian army was much nearer than 

that of the French, and this manoeuvre was the 

Icfs to be feared becaufe it led to a battle, from 

which good fortune was to be hoped, fince there 

would be no poft to force. The king fent 

many parties over the country, and tranquilly 

waited in his camp, till the intention of his an- 

tagonifts fliould become more clear ; for any 

precipitate motion, made mal a propos, might 

liave fpoiled his whole plan. Intelligence, fome- . 

times falfe, and fometimes true, brought by the 

fcouts, kept him in this incertitude till toward 

noon, when the van of the columns of the 

French was perceived, which at a certain diftance 

turned the left of the Pruffians, The troops of 

the circles, in like n^anner, infenfibly difappeared 

from their former camp i fo that the corps 

which was fuppofed to be a rear-guard, and 

which in fad was the referve under St, Germain, 

remained fin gly in faceof the PruiCans. The 

' N 3 kin 
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king went himfelf to reconnoitre the march 
of the prince de Soubife, and was con^ 
vinced it was direded to Merfeburg. The 
French proceeded flowly,' becaufe that they had 
formed different battalions in columns, by which 
they were impeded, whenever the narrownefs 
of the road obliged them to break. 

It was two o'clock when the Pruflians ftruck 
their tents : they made a quarter wheel, to the left, 
and began to march. The king kept pace with the 
army of the prince de Soubife : his troops were 
covered by the marlb from Braunfdorf, and 
which, extending a frill quarter of a league from 
thence, ends at the diftance of two thoufand 
paces from Rofbach. Seidlitz, with the whole 
cavalry, formed the van-guard. He had orders 
to glide along the hollows, with which this 
country abounds, to turn the French cavalry, 
and fall on the van of their columns, before thcf 
fliould have time to form. The king could 
only leave prince Ferdinand, who that day com- 
manded the right of the army, the old guards 
of the cavalry, ^vho put themfelvesin one line, 
to make a ftiow ; which they might the better 
do becaufe they were covered by a part of the 
marfh of Braunfdorf. The two armies, marching 
fide by fide, continued to approach. The army 
of the king carefully maintained a fmall emi- 
nence. 
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lience^ which goes immediately to Rofbach. 
That of the French, apparently unacquainted 
with the ground, marched in the valley. The 
king eftabliflied a battery on this height, the 
cfFefts of which were decifive, during the aftion. 
The French raifed one in the valley ; and, 45 
it fired up hill, it produced no efFeft. 

While each party were taking thefe precau- 
tions, Seidlitz had turned the enemy's right, 
unperceived by themfelves, and fell with im- 
petuofity on the cavalry. The two Auftrian 
regiments formed to face him, and fuftained the 
(hock ; but, being abandoned by the French, 
the regiment of Fitz-james excepted, they were 
almoft totally deftroyed. The infantry of the 
two armies were ftill on the riiarch, till their re- 
fpeftive v»s were within five hundred paces of 
each other. The king wiftied to have gained 
the village of Reichardlwerben ; but, as it was 
fix hundred paces diftant, and as he each mo- 
ment expefted the aftion would begin, he de- 
tached marftial Keith thither, with five batta- 
lions, in which confifted the whole c^ his fecond 
line. The king meantime advanced within 
two hundred paces of the two French lines ; and 
perceived that their order of battle was com- 
pofed of battalions in columns, alternately inter- 
lined with battalions, eirtended^ Tfee wing ci 

N 4 the 
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the prince de Soubife was in the air ; and, the 
PrufSan cavalry being employed in the pur- 
fuit of that of the ^nenxy, the wing of the French 
could only be outwinged by the wfantry^ For 
this purpofe, the king placed two batt:rfions of 
grenadiers in a Une, forming ^ hopk * with his 
left flank : they had orders, the mdniQAt the 
French ftiould advance, to nuake a, half wheel 
to the right, which would n^ceffarily bring 
them on the flank of the enemy. Thefe orders 
they pun<5tually executed ; as the French came 
up, they received the fire of the grenadiers in 
flank; and, having flood at th? moft three 
difcharges of the regiment of Brupfwick, theif 
colunmis were feen xo prefs on the left. They 
had fpon clofed upon the exte^ed battalions 
which fep^rated them, and that mafs (^ in£mr 
try becaine at each mopient more large, Iieavy, 
and confufed. The mpre it fell b^k on the 
left the more it was outwinged, by the front of 
the Pruflians. 

While difprder increafpd in the army of the 
prince de Soubifi?, the king was informed that 
a corps of the enemy's <:ayalry prefented itfelt 
;n the rear of his troops. He hailily afleipble^ 
the firft fqyadrons that cq\ild be found, a^d 

? Vh crachu - FcrkapQ an angle. T. 

fcarcely 
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fcarccly had he opppfed thofe that were com* 
ing upon his rear before they retreated with 
promptitude. The body-guard and the gen- 
darmes then were employed againft the French 
in&ntry, which was in the utmoft diforder. The 
cavalry attacked it, difperfed it, and made a 
confiderable number of French prifoners, Thi$ 
charge was made at fix in the evening; the 
weather was cloudy, and the darknefs fo great 
that to have purfued the enemy would have 
been imprudent, however great the confufion 
and the rout. The king contented himfelf with 
fending different parties of cuirafliers, dragoons 
and huflars, after them; none of whom ex- 
ceeded thirty men. 

. Puring this adtion, ten battalions of the right 
^f the Fruilians had remained idle fpeftators. 
Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, who com- 
nxanded them, had no( quitted the marlh of 
Br^unfdorf, which f^rved to cover a part of his 
front. He had repulfed the troops .of the cir- 
cles, who oppofed him> by fome difcharges of 
artillery, and obliged theij^ to give ground. 
There wer? only feven battalions of the king*^ 
army engaged, and the battle did not continue 
above an hour and a half, before the vidory 
was decided. 

On 
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On flic morrow, the king departed at day- 
break, with the huffars and dragoons, following 
the enemy, who had retired through Freyburg. 
The infantry had orders to piirfue the fame 
route. The rear-guard of the French was there 
ftill. The dragoons alighted, and drove fome 
detachments of the enemy from the gardens. 
Difpofitions were then made to attack the caftle ; 
but the enemy, not giving time for this, repaffed 
the Unftrut in hafte, and burnt the bridges. 
The detachments the king had fent out the 
evening before arrived here fucceffively. Some 
brought in officers, fome foldiers, others can- 
non. None of them returned empty handed. 

So much diligence was employed, in repair- 
ing the bridge of the Unftrut, that in lefs than 
an hour it was fit for ufe. The army of the 
prince de Soubife had taken fo many roads that 
it was impoffible to know which to follow. 
The peafants affirmed, the greateft part of the 
fugitives had taken the route of the Eckartfberg ; 
and thither the king marched, with his troops; 
The number ,of prifoners augmented, during 
the whole ^ay ; all the detachments, that were 
fent into different parts, brought in fome. 
The Eckartflberg was found to be garniftied by 
a corps of the troops of the circles, which might 
atAount to five or fix thoufand men. The 

king. 
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king, having no other infantry than the volun-t 
teers of Meyer, fent them in ambufcade, with 
ibme huflars, into a wood in the vicinity of the 
camp, with order§ to alarm the enemy all night ^ 
who, httle pleafed at having their reft difturbed, 
forfook their poft, and loft four hundred men, 

with ten pieces of artillery. General Lentulus, 
who followed them on tlie morrow as far as Er- , 
furt, took eight hundred more of their men, 
whom he brought b^ck to the king. •• "'"'"> 

/The battle of Rofbach h^d coft the army of 
the piince de Soubife ten thoufand of his troops : 1/ 
the Pruffians took (cv^n thoufand m^n, fixty- 
three cannon, fifiteen ftandards, feven pair of 
colours, and one pair of kettle drums. If the 
condud of the French generals be examined, 
it will be found difficult to grant it our appro- 
bation* Their intention indubitably was to 
drive the fruflSans out of Saxony. But did 
not the intereft of their ^lies rather demand 
they fhould fimply bound th^ir views to the de- 
tention of the kipg, that marlhal Dau|i and 
prince Charles mi^t have tinie to complete 
(^e conqueft of Silefia? Ha4 they^but kept 
the army of the king in Thuringia, for a fhort 
time, this conqueft would not only have been 
made but the feafon would have become fo rigor- 
oys;, and fo far advance4, that it would have 

been 
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been impoflible for the Pruflians to make that 
progrefs, in Silefia, of which we fhall have im- 
mediate occalion to fpeak. As to the battle in 
which they fo untimely engaged, certain it is 
that the prince de Soubife, by his incertitude 
and the order of his troops, rendered it pof- 
fible for a handful of men to vanquifh his 
army. The manner in which the court of 
France diftinguiflied the merit of its generals 
was ftilj more furprifing. D'Etrces was re- 

• 

called, for having gained the battle of Haften- 
beck : and the prince de Soubife, for having 
loft that of Rolbach, was foon after promoted 
to be a marfhal of France, 

Properly fpeaking, the battle of Rofbach ^id 
but afford the king an opportunity of haftening, 
in fearch of new dangers, into Silefia. The 
vidtory was only important by the imprcffion it 
made on the French, and on the (battered 
army of the duke of Cumberland. No fooner 
did the news of it reach the duke de Richelieu 
than he quitted his camp, at Halberftadt, and 
withdrew into the eleftorate of Hanover : 
while the allied troops, ready to lay down thdr 
arms, recovered courage, and acquired hope* 
An advantageous change, about the fame time, 
happened in the Englifli miniftry, of which we 
0ull prefently fpeak, that gave new ftrcngth 
7 to 
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to the Biitifh government. Thefe miniftcrsj 
afliamed of the difgraceful convention of Clofter- 
Seven, refolved to break it : which they might 
with the greater juftice do, becaufe it had been 
neither ratified by the king of England nor the 
king of France. They began immediately to 
reftore the army of Stade to adivity. Dif- 
gufted with the duke of Cumberland^ who had 
loft the confidence of the troops, the king of 
England wiflied to appoint another general, 
and requefted the king would fend him prince 
Ferdinand of Brunfwick, whofe juftly-acquired 
fame was fpread through Europe, Though, bf 
his abfence, the Pruflians loft a good general, 
of whom they had need, it ftill was fo impor- 
tant to reftore the army of the allies that the 
king could not refiife the requeft. Prince 
Ferdinand departed, and repaired to Stade, by 
private roads, in the environs of which he 
found a body of thirty thoufand men difperfed, 
whom the in^onfiftent and thoughtlefs French 
had neglefted to difarm. \ 

The king returned from the Eckartft)erg to 
Freyburg, at the fame time that a detachment, 
fcnt by marflial Keith to Qu^rfurt, came back 
from purfuing the French, The very peafants 
ot tlie neighbourhood brought in prifoners. 
They were enraged at the facrilege which had 

been 
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been committed, by the foldiers of the princS 
de ,Soubife, in the Lutheran churches. Thofe 
things which the popukce held in the higheft 
veneration had been profaned, with grofs in-*' 
decencyj^ and the unbridled fiiry of the French 
had brought all the peafants of Thuringia into 
the interefts of Pruflia. 

The king Was preparing to depart. The 
affairs of SiHeiia demanded his prefence and 
aid. He propofed to march immediately for 
Schweidnitz, and conftrain Nadafti to raife the 
fiege. On the lath of Noyember, he left 
Lcipfic at the head 6f nineteen battalions and 
twenty-eight /quadrons. Marftial Keith march-* 
ed at the fame time, with a fmall corps^ to p€-» 
netrate into Bohemia, near Leutmeritz, in 
order to facilitate the paflage of the king into 
Lufatia, and by this diverfion oblige Marftiall 
to quit the environs of Bautzen and Zittau# 
Marflial Keith took a confiderable ilnagazine 
from the enemy at Leutmeritz, whence he 
feigned to advance toward Praguei 

The king tneantime entered Lufatia, dif-* 
lodged Haddick from Groffenhayn, and Mar* 
(hall at his approach fell back to Lobau. Dur- 
ing the march from Bautzen to Weiffenberg, 
the van of a column was fent toward Lobau, 
and on its appearance Marlhall retreated to 

- Gabel. 
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Cabei. The king then purfued his route with* 
out impediment. On his arrival at Gorlitz, 
he received the difagreeabJe news of the rediK- 
tion of Schweidnitz. The place was taken in 
the following manner. Nadafti had opened 
the trenches, on the 27 th of 0<9:ober, between 
the fort of Bogendorf and the tile-kiln. His 
third parallel was finilhed on the; loth of No- 
vember. The garrifon had made foitie fuccef- 
fol fallies ; and, though the bombs had in part 
ruined the town, the enemy had not yet carried 
any work. Impdtient at tliis flow progre6, 
Nadafti refolved to rifk a coup de main. On- 
the night of the nth, he made a general af- 
fault, on all the redoubts which furround the 
body of the ^place : two were taken. This* 
misfortune occafibned the gctvemor. Seers, and 
Grumbkow his aflbciate, to lofe all recoUeftion* 
They capitulated, and furrendered prifoners^of 
war with their whole garrifon ; confifting of ten 
fquadrons of huflars, and ten battalions of in- 
fantry. The Auftrians difarmed the foldiefrs; 
and, as moft of them were Silefians, gave them 
paflports, and liberty to return to their villages. 
This accident could, not have happened in a 
worfe time, for the derangement of the plans 
of the king. His jundion with the prince of 
Severn became fo much the more neceflary 

fince 



fificc it was cafy to forefee that Nadafti, having 
taken Schwcidmtz> would join marfhal Daun, 
to overwhelm the remaining Pruflians neat 
Breflau. The king had indeed commanded the 
prince o( Bevem to attack the fbe, and not 
fufFer Schweidnitz to be taken, as it were, un- 
der his eye. The plan was pra&icablc, the po^ 
fit ion of the Auftrians at Lifla confidered. The 
prince had but one evolution to make to come 
upon the enemy's flank, which he would pro- 
bably have beaten. Thus would the fiege of 
Schweidnitz have been laifed, and the Impe* 
rialiftsdifconcerted. Inftead of which, by re- 
maining inadive, Nadafti could not fail ot 
finally taking a place which had no hope of 
fuccour ; and the whole force of the enemy^ 
coming to fall upon the Pruffians, muft carry 
tlieir intrenchments of the Lohe. 

Ill fortune would have it that the prince 
could not comprehend the force of thefe argu- 
ments. The generals however prevailed on 
him, one day, to make the attempt. He left 
his camp, and beat the light troops that covered 
the right flank of the Auftrians ; after which, 
inftead of attacking the army, and driving it 
into the Oder, as muft have happened, his 
want of confidence in himfelf, and the dread of 

feilure in an undertaking where certainty never 

is 



lilSTORY 6F THE SEVEN fEARS WAR. tpj 

is to be obtained, induced him to forbear. He 
thought he had done fufficient, and ordered his 
troops back to their intrenchments. 

The king arrived at Naumburg, on the 
Queis, November the 24th, and there was in- 
formed of the vidory of the Auftrians over the 
prince of Bevern> and of the lofs of Breflau. 
All that had been predided to the prince had 
but too literally proved true, Nadafti joined 
prince Charles and'marflial Daun; and the 
enemy, impatient to complete their CQhquefti 
loft no time in putting their projedt into exccui^ 
tion. On the night of the 21ft of Noyemberj^ 
they conftrufted four heavy batteries, ih the 
front of the Prulfians, betwieen Pilfnitz and 
Grofs-Mochben The prince of Bevern r©^ 
mained a tranquil fpedtator, fufFering them td 
fini(h their works, although fuch preparations 
announced the defigns of marfbal D^n, On the 
Pruffian intrenchments. Nadafti marched be* 
fide the Lohe (22d) and formed toward Gabitz. 
The prince of Bevern fuppdfed this was to come 
upon his rear, though that was difficult, and he 
farther enfeebled himfelf by a detachment, im- 
der the command of general Ziethen, to oppoft 
all attempts of the enemy on that fide. The 
front of the Pruffian camp, behind the Lohe, 

O was 
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was covered bjr redoubts^ with ill-placed aper- 
tures, fome of which were even overlooked 
from the oppofite ftiore, nor had care been 
taken to fend a fufficient number of cannon thi- 
ther. The grcateft part of the artillery re* 
mained in an intrenchment, which the prince of 
Bevem had thrown up in a bottom^ to cover his 
flank of the Lohe, toward the fuburb of Breflau. 
Marihal Daun having had time enough at* 
tentively to perceive and examine all thefe 
negligences, and blunders, turned them to his 
own advantage. The attack began on the 
2 2d, at nine in the morning : fome redoubts 
were alternately taken and re- taken. The 
JPruffian cavalry was made to ad in a marih, 
where it could not fight, and where it was 
thundered upon by fixty pieces, from an Au- 
ftrian battery beyond the rivulet. Notwith- 
ilanding all thefe (alfc fteps, the Pruflians did 
not yet lofe ground. Ziethen, on the left to- 
ward Gabitz, not only repulfed his attacks 
but purfued Nadafti beyond the Lohe. The 
routed enemy retired behind the rivulet of 
Schweidnitz. In the interim, the Auftrians, 
who attacked the prince of Bevern, had pafled 
the Lohe, protefted by their artillery. They 
immediately took fome of the Pruffian redoubts, 
by the aid of the apertures. The troops nude 

a brave 
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a br^ve defence^ and the Pruiiians diilodged 
them fcveral times. Prince Ferdinand of Pruf- 
fia even drove back a body of the enemy as far 
as th« Lohc ; but the Auftrians were too mime- 
rous> the camp was loft, and night came on. 

Though refources ftill might have been 
found, thefe the prince of Bevcrn did not per-* 
ceive. In his firft confternation, he pafTed the 
Oder, and threw Leftwitz with eight battalions 
into Breflau. Thus he loft eighty pieces of ar- 
tillery, and near eight thoufand men, which the 
attack of the camp of Liffa would not have coft. 
The Auftrians pretended that theaftion coftthem 
eighteen thoufand men ; and certain it is that 
the neighbouring villages were full of the 
wounded. On the morrow, or rather by night, 
the prince of Bevern thought proper to recon- 
noitre the corps under general Beck, who was 
encamped at no great diftance. He was alone, 
and fufFered himfelf to be taken by fome pan- 
dours* General Kyau, the next in 'rank, af- 
fumed the command of the forces ; and, with- 
out confulting what was to be done, took the 
road to Glogau. Leftwitz no fooner fuppofcd 
himfelf left to his own fupport, in Breilau^ than 
he loft all confidence. The Auftrians ap- 
proached the city, and Leftwitz, who till then 
had maintained the reputation of a brave officer, 

O % without 
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without waiting till the enemy fired a (ingle 
(hot againft the ramparts, demanded to capitu- 
late, and obtained free egrefs with arms and 
baggage. In two days, he and his garrifon, 
the half of which deferted, followed the army 
on the road that Kyau had marched. 

The king received thefe various afflifting 
articles of intelligence all at the fame time. With- 
out dwelling on difafter, he thought but of re- 
drefs, and made a forced march to gain the 
banks of the Oder. On his route, he made a 
circuit round Lignitz, which the Auflxians had 
fortified, and puflied forward immediately to 
Parchwitz. His van-guard fell unexpeftedly 
on a detachment of the enemy, three hundred 
of whom were taken. He arrived at Parchwitz 
on the aSth, having marched from Leipfic to 
the Oder in twelve days. The king defired 
general Kyau (hould pafs the Oder at Koben ; 
but this could not be performed, becaufe that 
moft of the troops had already gained Glogau. 
Under thefe circumft:ances, time was of all 
things the moft precious : not a moment muft 
b^ loft, the Auftrians muft inceffantly be at- 
tacked, however great the hazard, and expelled 
Silefia^ or the province muft be given up eter- 
nally* 

The 
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The army that paffed the Oder, at Glogau, 
could not join the troops of the king till the 
2d of December : this army was difcouraged, 
and overwhelmed by the memory of recent 
defeat. The honour of the officers was ap- 
pealed to ; their former exploits recapitulated ; 
and mournful ideas, the impreflion of which 
was fo ftrong, were endeavoured to be dif- 
iipated; wine even was had recourfe to, that 
the deprefled fpirit might be renovated. The 
king converfed with the foldiers, diftributed 
provifions gratis, in fine, exhaufted every means, 
imagination could fupply and time could ad- 
mit, to awaken confidence in the troops, with* 
out which all hope of victory is vain. 

The countenances of the men began already 
to be cheerful j and thofe who had beaten the 
French at Rofbach perfuaded their comrades to 
take heart. A little repofe reflored the foldier, 
and the army was difpofed to wafh out the ftajn, 
received on the aid, whenever any occafion 
fliould prefcnt itfelf. This occafion the king 
fought after, and it was prefendy found. He 
advanced on the 4th to Neumarkt, was with 
the van-guard of the huflars, and heard the 
enemy had eftablifhed a bakery in that town, 
that it was garnifhed with pandours, and that 
the army of Daun was cxpcded, 
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The heights fituated beyoad Neumarkt 
would give the enemy advantage, (hould he be 
permitted to occupy this height ; and the dif-* 
ficulty was to take it, for the infantry was not 

come up, nor could join the van-guard before 
night. There was no artillery prcfent. The 
huflars were the only troops ready to a<9:, and 
it was refolved to make a virtue of neceflity. 
The king, unwilling to admit the prince of 
Lorrain to encamp in his prefence, made fome 
fquadrons of huflars alight, fent them to force, 
the town-gate, and a regiment on horfeback 
entered full gallop. Another regiment pafled 
the fuburbs, and gamed the gate of Breflau, 
and the attack was fo fuccefsful that eight hunr 
dred Croats were made prifojiers by the hufTars., 
The place of encampment was immediately 
occupi^, $ind the piquets and traces which the 
Auftrian engineers had left, to mark out the 
pofition of their troops, were there found. The 
prince of Wurtemberg took the command of 
the van-guard, and it was reinforced at night 
by ten battalions, with which he encamped at 
Kammcndorf. The cavalry pafled the defile 
on the fame day; the main body of the infantry 
, cantoned in the town of Neumarkt, and the 
neighbouring villages. 

ipofitiv^ ' 
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Pofitivc intelligence now informed the king 
that the prince of Lorrain had quitted the camp 
of the Lohe^ and had advanced beyond Lifla ; 
that his right was fupported at the village of 
Nypern, his left at Golau, and his rear by the 
fmall rivulet of Schweidnitz. The king was 
rejoiced to find the enemy in a poiition that 
4dd^d fuch facility to his wifhes ; for he was 
obliged and determined to attack the Ajuftrians 
wherever he could meet them> were it even 
at the Zobtenberg, The difpofition of the 
inarch was immediately fonnedj a|i4 the ^nny 
put in motion, on the 5th, by dawn of day. 
It was preceded by a van-guard of fixfy fqua* 
drons and t^n h^ttalions^ headed by the king in 
perfpn. The four columns of the army follow- 
ed, at a fmall diftance ; the infantry formed the 
centre, and the wings were compofed of cavalry. 
Approaching the village jof Bom, the Yan-guar4 
difcovered a grand line of cavalry, the right of 
which extended towards LifTa, and (he left 
inore advanced was fupported by a wood, tha( 
was on the right of the Pruffian army, Tbit 
was fuppofed to be a wing pf the Auftrians^i 
whofe centre could npt be feen. The officer^ 
fent to reconnoitre affirmed \t was the v^ji- 
guard: it was learnt ajfo that general Noftitz 
was the eommander, and th^t the qorps con-» 

O4 fitted 
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fiftcd of four regiments of Saxon dragoons, and 
two of Imperial huffars. ^ 

For the greater certaiqty, ten battalions 
glided into the wood that covered the left flank 
of Noftitz, on which the Pruflian cavalry, 
having formed, fell with great heat. The regi- 
ments >yere difpcrffd in a moment, and pur- 
fued to the front of the Auftrian arniy. Five 
officers and eight hundred men were taken, 
and were marched in prefenpe of the columns 
to Neumarkt, to animate the foldiery by the 
example of fuccefs. It was with difficulty the 
Jeing reftrained the fury of the huflars ; they 
were on the yery ajft of attacking the centre of 
the Auftrian army, when they were aflembled| 
between the villages of Heyde and Frobelvitz, 
within cannon-flipt of the enemy. 

Here the Iniperial army was fo perfedly 
jdiftinguifhed that it might be counted man by 
man. Its right, known to be at Nypern, was 
concealed by the great wood of Lifla; but of 
the centre and the left nothing was invifible. On 
the firft infpedtion of them and the ground on 
■which they flood, it was judged neceflary to 
make the grand attacks on the left wing, which 
was extended on a fmall hill encumbered with 
pine-trees, but ill-fupported. This poft car- 
ped, the advantage of ground would be gained 

fo^ 
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for the remainder of the battle, becaufe from 
that part there was one continual defcent to- 
ward Nypern : inftead of which, ftiould the cen- 
tre be affaulted, the right wing of the Auftrians 
might, by traverfing the wood of LijQTa, have 
taken the Pruffians in flank : and ftill this hill 
muft have finally been attacked, for it com- 
manded the whole plain. To have delayed 
would have been to have refet-ved the greateft 
difficulty to the time when the troops muft be 
-harafled, fatigued, and incapable of grand 
efforts : whereas, by conquering the greateft 
danger at the commencement, advantage was 
taken of the firft ardour of the foldier, and 
the remainder of his tafk became eafy. 

In confequence of this chain of reafoning, 
the army was incontinently difpofed to attack 
the left. The columns that had been formed 
had their order reverfed. They were placed in 
two lines, and the platoons with a quarter- wheel 
filed off to the right. The king, with his huflars, 
kept pace with the march of his army upon t 
fucceffion of hillocks, which concealed the mo- 
tions from the enemy that were made behind 
the hillocks ; and, being between the two armies, 
he could obferve that of the Auftrians, and 
dircft the march of his own. Confidential of- 
^cers were fent, fome to obferve the right 

of 
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of Daun, others toward Canth. to watcb the 
motions of Draikowitz, who- there was encamp- 

ed. The enemy at the fame time was recon- 
noitred along the rivulet of Schweidnitz, that 
there might be no apprehenfion he (hould come 
vpon the r^ar, when the battle (hould be begun. 
The pUn the king was preparing to execute was 
to bring his whole army on the left flank of the 
Imperialiflis, to niake his grand efforts with his 
right, and to refufe the enemy his left, with all 
that forefight which might avoid faults fimilar 
to ;hofe committed at the battle of Prague, 
and which had caufed the lofs of the ba^tUe of 
Kolin. 

Already had Wedel, who with his ten bat* 
talions of the van-guard was to form the ftrft 
:^ttack, iparched in front of the ^rmyt The 

van of the columns had already gained the 

. if 

rivulet of Schweidnitz, without being perceived 
by the foe. Marihal Daun underftood the 
motion of the Pruflians as a retreat, and faid 
to prince Charles of Lorrain— ** Thefe goo4 
^* folks are going, let them go*' — ^Wedel however 
bad formed l?efore the two lines of infantry on the 
right. His attack was fupported by a battery of 
twenty twejve-pounders, formed of the cannon 
which the king had taken from the ramparts of 
Glogau. The firft lipe received orders to ad- 
vance 



-■^-, 



HISTOI^Y OF THE 8fiVIN YEARS WAR. 203 

Vance in (hort ranks, like the fteps of a ladder, 
the battalions keeping fifty paces in the rear of 
?ach other, fo that, the line being in motion, 
the extremity of the right was a thoufand paces 
in advance to the extremity of the left ; and 
this difpofition rendered it impoflible to engage 
without orders. 

Wedel now attacked the wood where Nadafti 
commanded, found no great refiftance, and car- 
ried it with promptitude. The Auftrjan generals, 
feeing themfelves turned ai^d taken in flank, 
endeavoured to change their pofition; ^ndea*- 
vpurfd, but too late, to form a line parallel 
to the Pruffian front. The whole art of the 
king's generals was employed to rob them of 
time. The Pruffians had already gained ^ 
height which commanded the village of Leu- 
then ; and, a; the very inftant wjien the ene- 
piy wifl^ed tp throw infantry ipto this village, 
^ fccpnd battery, of twenty twelye-pounders, 
played on th?m with fucji timely efFeft th^t 
they gave up the attempt, and retreated. . The 
Auftrians, on the fide where Wedel fought, 
feized on the bank befide the rivulet, to prevent 
liim from fweeping their line in its whole extent. 
But Wedel did not fuffer them Jong to remaiiv 
here : after a combat more qjjftinate than the 
preceding, th?y Y^trc objiged \o give ground, 

Zfiethen 
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Zicthcn at the fame time charged the enemy's 
cavalry, and put it to the rout. Some fqua- 
. drons of his right were taken in flank, from the 
buflies on the banks of the rivulet, by a volley 
of cafe fliot which came unexpeftedly, and re- 
pulfed his corps ; but it formed again befidc 
the infantry. The officers who were ordered to 
obferve the right of Daun then came to inform 
the king this right was crofling the wood of 
Lifla, and would inftantly appear in the plain : 
in confequence of which Driefcn received 
orders to advance, with the left wing of the 
Pruffian cavalry. When the Auftrian cuirafliers 
began to form, near Leuthen, they were faluted, 
from the central battery of the king, with a com- 
plete volley, and attacked at the fame time by 
Driefen. The difpute was but (hort. The Im- 
perialifts were difperfed, and fled routed. The 
line of infantry that had formed befide thefe 
cuirafliers, behind Leuthen, was taken in flank 
by the regiment of Bareuth; which, driving 
them on the volunteers of Wunfch, took two 
entire regiments, officers and colours. 

The enemy*s infantry being totally difperfed, 
the king advanced with the centre of his in- 
fantry on Leuthen. The fire was hot ^d fliort, 
for the Auftrian infantry was only fcattered 
among die houfes and gardens. Leaving the 

village. 
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village, a new line of infantry was perceived^ 
which the Auftrian generals had formed, on an 
eminence, near the wind-mill of Segefchutz* 
The army of the king was obliged to fuftain 
their fire fome time ; but the foe did not per-' 
ceive, amid this confufion, that the corps of 
Wedel was in his neighbourhood. The Auftrians 
were fuddenly taken in flank and rear, by this 
brave and able general ; and that excellent 
manoeilvre afcertained vidtory, and ended this 
important battle. 

The king coUedted the firft troops that pre* 
lented themfelves, and went in purfuit of the 
enemy, with the cuiraffiers of Seidlitz and a bat- 
talion of Jung-Stutterheim, directing his march 
between the rivulet of Schweidnitz and the 
wood of Lifla. The darknefs became fo great 
that he fent fome horfemen forward, to re- 
connoitre the forefts, and to bring intelligence. 
He occafionally caufed voUies of artillery to be 
fired toward Lifla, whither the main army of the 
Auftrians had fled. Approaching this town, 
the van-guard fuftained a difcharge from about 
two battalions, but not a man was wounded. 
It replied with fire from the artillery, ftill con- 
tinuing its march. As he proceeded, the cuiraf- 
fiers of Seidlitz brought in.prifoners by troops. 
Arrived at Lifla, the king found all the houfes 

filled 



106 TOSrUVfAOVS works^ 

filled with fugitives, and the difperfed men 6f' 
the Imperial army. He immediately feized the 
bridge, on which he placed his artillery, with 
orders to fire while any powder remained. The 
enemy retired on the road to Brellau, and he 
threw fome platoons of infimtry into the houfes 
neareft the rivulet of Schweidnitz, that they 
might fire on the oppofite (hore, during the 
whole night, either to keep up the panic of the 
vanquiftied, or to prevent them from fending 
troops on the oppofite fide, that might on the 
morrow difpute the paflage. 

The battle began at one o'clock, and it was 
eight when the king arrived with his van-guard 
at Lifla. When his army engaged with the 
Imperialifts, who were faid to am(>unt to fixty 
thoufand combatants, he was thirty-three thou- 
fand ftrorigi Had not night come on, this battle 
would have been one of the moft decifive of the 
age. 

The troops had no time to refl:. They left 
Lifla (6th) while it was yet night, took many 
of the eneifiy's fcagglers, and arrived about ten 
o'clock on the banks of the Lohe ; where, in 
defpite of the ftrong rear-guard under the com- 
mand of Serbelloni, polled near Grofs-Mochber, 
ten battahons pafled the rivulet. They were 
formed in a ravin, fliehered from the Auftrian 
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artillery, and htiflars were fent behind the vil- 
lages and hamlets, in ambufcade, where they 
remained covered, and ready to aft whenever 
occafion (hould require. Serbelloni haftened 
his retreat as much as poffible, and retired about 
two in the afternoon toward Breflau. Ziethen, 
with all the huflars, twenty fquadrons of dra- 
goons, and fixtecn battalions, as fpeedily fol- 
lowed. A party of the Auftrians threw them- 
felves in a diforderly inanner into Breflau ; and 
this rear-guard, infpired with terror, and retiring 
in confufion, loft many men on its march. 
Ziethen purfued the army of marfhal Daun 
through Borau, Reichenbach, and Kunzendorf, 
to Reichenau, where he was joined by Fouquet, 
who came with fome troops from Glatz, and they 
drove the Auftrians thence into Bohemia. 

The king on his fide formed the circumval- 
lation of Breflau, on the 7 th. Pofts were taken 
at the fuburb of St. Nicholas, at Gabitz, at the 
Lehmgruben, at Hube, and *at Durgenfch ; 
and, as military reafons required the city ftiould 
be in like manner inclofed on the other fide of 
the Oder, the king fent orders to Wied, who 
had been ill at Brieg, to leave this place with 
three battalions, to which were added five 
fquadrons, and to take poft on the grand caufe- 
way that leads from Breflau to Hundsfeld. Here 

he 



he intrenched hinifelf to the bcft of his poirit, 
to prevent the garrifon from efcaping into Po- 
land, (hould it make the attempt. 

Preparations then .were made for a fiege. 
The king drew ammunition, artillery, and mor* 
tars, of which he flood in need, from the fort- 
reffes of Brieg and Neifs. On the loth fix bat- 
talions took poffeffion of the fuburb of Ohlau, 
and fixed themfelves at the convent of the order 
of mercy, from which they drove the pandours. 
Forcade took poft in the church-yard of St. 
Maurice, where a battery was raifed protected 
by the walls ; and, to divert the attention of the 
.governor, prince Ferdinand of Pruffia erefted 
a battery, and threw up one end of an intrench- 
ment, in the fuburb of St. Nicholas, that he 
might be led to believe the Pruflians meant to 
make their attacks on that fide; while Balby 
drew his parallel from the church-yard of St. 
Maurice, extending oppofite to the gate of 
Schweidnitz. From this parallel two grand 
croffing batteries direfted their fire on the 
Tafchen-baftion, and on the cavalier by which 
it is commanded. The befieged made a poor 
defence. They attempted a fally through the 
fuburb of Poland, on the fide where Wied com* 
manded, in which they loft three hundred men. 
On the 1 6th a bomb by chance fet fire to a 
I powder- 
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powder magazine of the Tafchcn-baftion. The 
cpaulement was blown up, and its ruins formed 
a kind of breactt. The cold became fo fcvere 
that the governor dreaded, in defpite of his pre- 
cautions, xhe moats being frozen, left the Pruf- 
fiansfhould make an affault, and the place ftiould 
this way be taken. He likewife knew the Im- 
perial army was driven into Bohemia, and that 
he could expe<5t no fuccour. Thefe confidera- 
tions induced him to capitulate; and he and 
his whole garrifon furrendered prifoners of war ; 
on which occafion fourteen thoufand men be- 
fieged and captured feventeen thoufand. But 
it muft be remembered a part of this garrifon 
confifted of the fugitives of Leuthen ; and that 
in general neither fortifications nor numbers 
defend a town, but that all depends on the 
ftrength. or weaknefs of the underftanding and 
the courage of the commander. 

We have without interruption related the in- 
cidents of this expedition into Silefia ; perhaps 
it will not be improper here to give an abftraft 
of the lofles of each party. 

The Pruffians, at the battle of Leuthen, only 
loft two thoufand fix hundred and fixty men in 
killed and wounded ; becaufe that they there 
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obtained, the firft attack excepted, the advan* 
tage of ground. 

The Auftrians on this day loft three hundred 
and feven officers, twenty-one thoufand foldiers, 
one hundred and thirty-four cannon, and fifty- 
nine pair of colours. Generals Zicthen and 
Fouquet took two thoufand five hundred pri- 
foners, in purfuit. The capture of Breflau coft 
the enemy thirteen generals, fix hundred and 
eighty-fix officers, and feventeen thoufand fix 
hundred and thirty-five common men. The 
fum total was forty-one thoufand four hundred 
and forty-feven, by which the Imperial army 
was enfeebled on its return into Bohemia. 

Long, fevere, and painful as this campaign 
liad beeft, and fortunate as was its conclnfion, 
ftill another expedition remained to be under- 
taken, fo great were the lofl^es that had happened 
in Silefia. The town of Lignitz muft be re- 
covered, where the Imperialifts had made in- 
undations and ereded works. Hither the king 
fent Driefen, who with a corps of cavalry had 
held the place inverted from the 1 6th, and, on 
the 25th, Prince Maurice came up, with a de- 
tachment of infantry, regularly to lay fiege to 
the town. All was prepared, the artillery 
arrived, and Bulow, whom' Daun had appointed 
governor, preferred the prcfervation of his gar- 
I rifon 
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rifon to a defence which muft finally have been 
inefficacious. He capitulated on condition he 
and his troops had free leave to depart. This 
was willingly granted, becaufe the men were 
fatigued to excefs, and the ground was fo frozen 
that it could not be opened by fpade and pick- 
ax. The works and lluices were rafed, that, 
fliould the enemy take it a fecond time, it 
might not haftily be put in a ftate of defence, 
or be made a place of arms. The whole cavalry 
was afterward employed in the blockade of 
Schweidnitz, the liege of which was delayed 
till the approaching fpring. The corps of 
Ziethen formed a line which, extending from 
Schmiedeberg through Landftiut, Friedland, 
and Braunau, terminated at Glatz. On the 6th 
of January the troops went into winter quarters, 
and the king remained at Breflau, that he 
might watch over affairs perfonally, prepare all 
neccffaries to re-complete the army and put it 
in a good condition ; and that he might early 
commence the enfuing campaign. 
^^o conclude the hiftory of the events of the 
year, it ftill remains for us to report what paffed 
in Pruffia, between marftials Lehwald and 
Apraxin, and what the Swedes performed in 
Pomerania. Apraxin approached the frontiers 
of Pruffia in the monrfi of June, at the head of 
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a hundred thoufand men. His main army" 
marched towaid Grodno, the capital of Polilh 
Lithuania. Fermor, with a corps of twenty 
thouland men, aided by the Ruffian fleet, laid 
fiege to Memel, which was taken by capitula- 
tion on the 5th of July. Lehwald had pro- 
pofed to defend the banks of the Pregel, and 
had encamped at Infterburg, whence he ob- 
ferved Apraxin. After Memel had furrcndered, 
the enemy penetrated into Pruffia, and ap- 
proached Infterburg; while Fermor on his 
part inclined toward the Pregel. This feemed 
to be the moment when Lehwald ought to 
have afted decifively, and to have given battle 
to one of the generals. An opportunity more 
favourable perhaps would not prefent itfelf. 
The corps of Fermor, that arrived at Tilfit, 
gave him apprehenfions ; he feared being turn- 
cd, and retired to Welau. He had two regi- 
ments of huflars in his army, amounting at 
the utmoft to two thoufand four hundred men ; 
which huflars not only made head againft twelve 
thoufand Tartars and Coflacks, .whom the Ruf- 
fians drew after them, but during the whole 
campaign obtained many fignal advantages over 
thefe enemies. ^ 

(Auguft.) After the retreat of marftial Leh- 
wald, Apraxin, being under no conftraint, 

joined 
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joined Fermor at InfterbuFg. They both ad- 
Vanced, marching befide the AUer, and en- 
camped at JsBgerndorf, a mile and a half 
f5rom the Pruflian army. The king had given 
full powers to Lehwald to aft as he (hould 
think proper ; as well becaufe of the diftance 
of the place as becaufe the parties, which often 
hovered round th? army of the king, might 
intercept dif^atches of much confequence. Leh- 
wald, who dreaded left a corps of Ruffians 
fliould approach K6ni^ft)erg, the works of 
which were too vaft for defence, and that the 
place (hould be taken in which were his maga- 
zines, while he fhould be kept in awe by th? 
Ruffian marihal, imagined he could not more 
cffeftually impede any fuch attempt than by 
giving battle to the foe: for which reafon he 
determined to march Aud attack him ip his c^ipp 
at Jaegerndorf, 

He put himfelf in motion on the 29th, and , 
inclined toward the wood, where he cam? 
precifely upon the flank of the Ruffians. Had 
he made his attagk without delay, he woujd, 
apparently^, have been fuccefsful. Though his 
corps ojily an^ounted to twenty-four thoufancj 
men, he might hope for the advantage Ipe- 
caufe the Ruffians were furprifed by his arriyal;! 
did nqt exped an attack, and their ca,mp was 

P 5 W 
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in great confufion. They were befide ill pofted^, 
and there was no obftacle to prevent his march- 
ing * upon them immediately. What were the 
reafons that reftrained him, and occafioiied him 
to defer that till the morrow which he ought 
inftantly to have put in execution, it is im-r 
poffible to fay. 

He gave battle on the jcth. The huflars, 
and Pruffian dragoons made the Ruffian cavalry 
and the Coflacks by whom they were oppofed 
give way, and drove them to the camp. The 
enemy had changed his pofition, during th^ 
night, whence it refulted that the difpofitions^ 
made by marlhal Lehwald, the day before, to. 
attack him as he was then ppfted, no longer 
correfponded with the ground. His cavalry of 
the left neverthelefs aflailed that of the Ruf- 
fians, and drove it to the rear of its van. But 
here the Pruffians met fo hot a fire of artillery 
and cafe-ftiot that they were obliged to rejoin the 
infantry. It was at this moment that Lehwald 
attacked a wood full of abatis, in which the 
Ruffians had placed their grenadiers. The 
wood was in the centre of the army of Apraxinj 
the grenadiers were beaten, and almoft cut off; 
but the intricate braky ground where this 
aftion pafled concealed a manoeuvre, which the 
enemy then made, from the Pruffians, and 

which 
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which became fatal. RomanzQw advanced 
with twenty battalions of the fecond line to the 
fupport of the grenadiers. He took the Pniflian 
infantry in flank and rear. It loft ground in* 
fenfibly, and at length was obliged to retire, 
which it did in good order, while the dragoons 
and huflTars covered its retreat. This corps, 
which was not purfued by thp enemy, returned 
to Welau and aflumed its former camp. In this 
battle the marfhal only loft, dead, wounded, 
and prifoners, fourteen hundred men, and thir- 
teen pieces of artillery. 

Apraxin remained fome days in his camp at 
Jsegerndorf, On the 7 th of September he made 
^ feint of pafling the AUer, and of marching 
immediately for K6nigft)erg ; but he certainly 
could not be very intent on this expedition; 
for, finding a Pruflian corps that difputed the 
paljage of the river, he dcfifted from his at- 
tempt. Ten days after he fuddenly decamped 
from Jaegerndorf, and retired toward the fron- 
tiers of Poland. Marftial Lehwald, for form 
fake, followed him as far as Tilfit, lefs with a 
defign tQ engage with the r^ar-guard than to 
imppfe upon the public. The difproportion 
of ftrength was too great between the two ar- 
mies, and thfe check the Pruflians had received 
tpo recent* He obtained his wiihes without in- 
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curring any danger ; for the enemy, of his owri 
motion, retiring into Poland, he had but tq 
fuffer him tranquilly to purfue his march. 

Marfhal Apraxin evacuated all Pruflia, Me- 
mel excepted, of which the Rpffians remained 
in pofleffion. The Pruffian army halted in 
the vicinity of Tilfit, too fortunate to be thus 
cheaply difencumbered of a foe fo formidable. 
But, though it had efcaped the calamities by 
which it was threatened for this campaign, \t 
was little probable it would long enjoy the fan^e 
good fortune. Had marftial Lehwald poffeffed 
fhe taleqts of prince Eugene, how might he, 
ultimately, with twenty-four thpufand Pruffians, 
have refilled an army of a hundred thoufand mei^ ? 
The king had too many enemies to combat, 
2^nd his troops were too much diminiftied, for 
him to be able to fend fuqcour tp his army of 
Pruflia. It was to be feared, nay it might be 
predidled, that the Ruffians by gaining greater 
knowledge would extend their views, correft 
tiie faults they had committed, and would, at 
the commencement of the next campaign, de- 
tach a confiderable cprps toward the ViftuU, 
which (hould expofe Lehwald to the peril of 
being cut off fron> Ppmerania. There was 
every reafon to fear that, furrounded by enemies 
fo numerous, he would have undergone a fa^c 

fimilar 
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fimiiar to that of the duke of Cumberland ; with 
this difference, that the Ruffians, not fo polite as 
the French, would have obliged him to lay 
down his arms. 

The Swedes had only made a progrcfs i|i 
Pomerania becaufe they had met with no refift- 
^nce. They were in poffeffion of Anclani, 
Pemmiji, and the fort of Peenamundc, which 
they had taken after a fortnight's liege. The 
garrifon of Stettin confifted in ten battalions of 
militia, that had been raifed by the ftates of 
Pomerania. Manteufcl, at the head of four 
t)attalions, was not in forc^ fuffigient to form 
any grand plans. Should the armies remain 
divided as they then were, the king would 
incur the greateft fifths ir^ Priiffia, a^d at thp 
fame time hazard the invafion of Pomerania 
by the Swedes. He therefore refolved to con,- 
centrate bis fori^es more that he might proceed 
)¥ith the greater fccurity, and to ^b^ndon the 
pxtremities, which the number of his enemies 
no longer permitted him to defend. 

fljefe motives induced him to recal Lehwal^ 
pud his army from Tilfit. The marftial imme- 
diately marched into Pomerania againfl: the 
SwcjdeSj whom he quickly diflodged from An- 
plam and Demmin. They were foon driven 
under the cannon of Stralfund, whence, nqt 

thinking 



'^i8 Posthumous works* 

thinking thejnfelves in fafety, they retired, 
and took refuge in the iflc of Rugen. A great 
froft came on, by which the arm of the fe^ 
that feparates this ifland from Pomerania was 
frozen oven Marihal Lehwald might havQ 
profited by the occafion, had not his great age 
prevented hipi ; he might have marched over 
the ice with his army, and have deftroyed all 
thefe Swedifh troops. Such an occafion would, 
at leaft for a time, have delivered the king of 
an enemy who made ^ vexatious diverfion. 
Though marfhal Lehwald did not attempt all 
that he might have done, ftill he made three 
thoufand Swedes prifoners, in this Ihort ex- 
pedition. A detachment that he fent to befiegc 
the fort of Peenamunde did not take the place 
before the month of March, in the enfuing 
year. 

The multifarious objefts that were to be 
attended to during this campaign were im- 
menfe. Preffed to make efforts on every fide, 
fuccefs might only be obtained by employing 
the fame troops in various places^ PrincQ 
Ferdinand of Brunfwick was in want of cavalry 
for his army, and this mufl: neceffarily be fent 
him for the enterprife he meditated. As it wa^ 
for the benefit of the king that the French (hould 
]pe driven fron) Lower Saxony and the Lower 

^hin?, 
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Rhine^ that he might contribute on his part 
as much as his iituation would permit, he de- 
tached ten fquadrons of dragoons and five of 
huflars from the army of marihal Lehwald, with, 
orders to join prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick 
^t Stade. The prince immediately made aQ 
attempt on Zell which was unfuecefsful ; firft 
t>ecaufe the duke de Richelieu, having fore- 
feen his intention, prevented him from pafling 
the AUer ; and again, becaufe this barren coun- 
try, which produced nothing but heath, coul4 
pot furnifti him with fubfiftence, 

Notwithftanding this defign failed, he foon 
after took Harburg, The king afterward con- 
certed with him the plan of his campaign. 
His advice was that the allies fhould incline for 
(he Wefer, and for two redbns. The firft, that 
they ought not to ruin the capitals of the eledor- 
ate of Hanover and the dutchy of Brunfwick, by 
laying fiegc to them for their recovery : thefecortd 
was to infpirc the French with the fear of being 
cut off from the Rhine, which woijld induce them 
wilfully to evacuate thefe provinces ; efpecially 
if a detachment of Pruflians (hould, at the fame 
time, appear on the fide of Brunfwick, Prince 
Henry, who had remained in Saxony for the 

cure of the wound which he had received at 
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Rofbach, was to command this detachment. 
The plan was well laid, and we (hall fee, 
at the commencement of the following cam- 
paign, the fuccefs which accompanied prince 
Ferdinand in its executioUt ^ . 
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CHAP. VII. 

The Winter of 1757 to 1758. 

NEVER was campaign more fruitful in 
fudden changes than that the hiftory of* 
which we have juft concluded. That chance 
which prefides over the incidents of war had 
infolently fported with the deftiny of the belli- 
gerent powers. At one time it had bellowed 
on Pruffia the mod brilliant fuccefs ; at another 
it . had hurled her headlong into an abyfs of 
miferies. The Ruffians had gained a battle in 
Pruffia, yet had retreated as if they had been 
vanquiftied. The French, on the point of dif- 
arming the duke of Cumberland, appeared to 
be the umpires of Germany : yet fcarcely had 
this news time to be rumoured throughout 
Europe, before the defeat of one of their armies 
was publiihed, and the refurredion of the army 
of the duke, which was fuppofed to be for ever 
extind, was beheld. Such a fucceffion of deci- 
five yet contradidory events had as it were 
ftupified Europe. Incertitude was feen to at- 
tend projectors; defigns were no fooner con- 
ceived than overthrown, and armies were almoft 

deftroyed in a fingle day. 
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Some moments of tranquillity were requifite 
for the minds of men to recover their recol- 
leftion, and that each power might coolly con^ 
fider its aftual fituation. Here were beheld the 
burning defire of vengeance, wounded ambi- 
tion, vexation, and defpair, arming the hand 
of emperors and of kings who formed the 
grand alliance. There was feen the neccffity 
of continuing war; and rays of hope (hone 
forth on Pruffia, inducing her to exert herutmoft 
efforts for felf-defence. Renovated fermenta- 
tion gave a renovated degree of aflivity to 
politics and to courts. Each prepared to carry 
on the war with additional obftinacy, fliry, and 
deftruftion. 

Such is the general pifture of the paffions 
which agitated kings and their minifters. The 
nature of this work requires us to enter ii^to 
the moft circumftantial details; and that we 
fhotild take a fucceffive retrofpeft of all the 
courts of Europe, that we may diftindly figure 
to ourfelves what was palling in each. 

During the laft autumn a change had taken 
place in the Britifh miniftry. Fox, who had in- 
trudingly been made a member of it by the 
intrigues of the duke of Cumberland, faw 
himfelf unable to maintain his ftation againft 
the oppofing party. He refolved voluntarily 

to 
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to relign, and was fuccecdcd by Pitt, wkofc 
eloquence and high genius had rendered him 
the idol of the nation. He was the greateft 
man in England. He had fubjugated the 
houfe of commons by the force of oratory, over 
which he reigned, and of which he might be 
pronounced the foul. Having taken the helm, 
he applied the whole extent of his genius to ren- 
der his country queen of the ocean, and like a 
great man thought the convention of Clofter- Se- 
ven difgraceful, which he regarded as opprobri- 
ous to England. His firft fteps in his new career 
all tended to abolifli t)>e very remembrance of 
this (hameful treaty. He it was who propofed 
to reinforce the troops of Germany by an Eng- 
liih corps, which corps eflfeftually joined them 
ih the year 1758. He ftill farther judged it 
conducive to the nation's glory to renew the 
alliances that had been contradted, as well with 
the king of Pruffia as with other princes of 
Germany. He concluded a treaty with the 
king, by one article of which the king of Eng- 
land engaged to pay the king of PruflSa an an- 
nual fubfidy of four millions of crowns, which 
was continued to the year 1 76 1 . The king faw 
himfelf under the neceflity of accepting this 
fubfidy, which otherwife was repugnant to his 
manner of thinking. But the French had de- 
(poiled him of the provinces he poflefled on the 

Lower 
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Lower Rhine, and he was on the eve of beholding 
Pruffia invaded by the Ruffians, whom he was th6 
lefs enabled to impede fince marlhal Lehwald 
had been obliged to haften into Pomerania, and 
oppofe the Swedes. This fublidy was befide 
the only fuccour that might be obtained from 
England, fince (he had various times declined 
the requeft that had been made to fend a fqua- 
' dron into the Baltic. \ 

Pitt, about this time, fent Sir Robert Keith 
into Ruffia, there to counteract the intrigues of 
th^ French and Auftrian faftion, and to endea- 
vour to remove the film from the eyes of the 
emprefs, blinded ,by the prejudices with which 
(he had been infpired againft the king of Pruffia* 
Mr. Godcrick* departed with fimilar views for 
Sweden ; but the French party, who defpotically 
governed the fenate of Stockholm, put every 
fpring in a<^ion to interdidl all entrance into 
the kingdom to this Englifhman. Goderick 
remained in Denmark, and the fenators ap- 
plauded themfelves for having prevented the 
money of England from oyeiturning their 
fyftem. While Pitt was taking meafures fo 
proper refpeding politics, the ports of Great 
Britain abounded with fliips; plans for. war 
by land and fea were concerted, and new 

* Read — Sir John Goodricke. T. 
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AAivity reanimated every branch of govern- 

i^ent. 

^ Keith, who in the interim had ArtW^d at 
Peterfburg, found not the court irt a difpofition 
favourable to lifteAto the purport of his emb^fly* 
The ambafladors df Auftria, Fmricei ahd Saibiiy, 
were there all ptiifCint, By the aid of their in- 
trigues, and the pfofufion of their bribes, they 
had gained the favourite of Elizdbeth, who 
then governed the emprefs, cbrifequently the 
empire. The ambafladors, difgufted with the 
ImaU progrefs of the Ruffiin^ army, and |:^^rti- 
cularly with its retreat, at the clofe of th€ lift 
campaign, endeavoured id animate the mind 
of the emprefs with their own warlike • ^nthu- 
flafm, and excited her to make ftill greater ef- 
forts in the coming year than (he had done in 
the paft. They perceived that their intentions 
were fecretly traverfed by the grand chancellor 
Beftuchef, and they determined his downfal, 
in which they were effeftually fuccefsful. 

We have in this work depifted count Beftu- 
chef as a man who had changed paflion inta 
principle, and had become the fworn enemy 
of Pruffia : but he renounced his fyftem that 
he might pleafe the grand duke, who he fore- 
faw would foon afcend the throne. He gave 

' Qj • inftru(fliofts 
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inftruftions to marfhal Apraxin in a manner as 
favourable as clrcumflances would permit^ 
and this i^as the fole caufe that the K^uffians 
evacuated the dates of the king at the clofe of 
the campaign. Beftuchef was encouraged in 
this condud by the counfels of the g^rand duke 
and grafitd dutches of Ruffia, who mutually 
cnter^aiaol ^ mofl; £ivotu»ble fentiments of 
the oiufe of the kii^ . The grand ^nkc, 
by birth prince of Holfteii^ had acquired from 
the hiftory of hisa^cefSors an implacable hatred^ 
ag^unfb the panes^ oecaScmed by the injt^c* 
&e kings of Denmark had conmiiticd Qn his 
^unily. Fcariog the stSsks^ e£ the king might 
oblige him to^ aa aUiaaee with die Banc!^ he 
oSered his credits, and every (ervice he could 
tender him in Ruffia, provided he would not 
enter mto any engagemmt with thei^ eoo^ 
ftanc enemies of Holflein. His ofGars wereac^ 
cepted by the king^ wh<y promifed to etiter *inta 
no treaty with Denmark^ ws^, though thin 
condelcenfion was of no prefent advao^g^ it 
will hereafter be ieen diat ie was this his dpfe 
connexion with the grand duke of RufRa thai 
overthrew tl^ yaft projeifb of Atiftiia. 

However iecret ^ chcfe affiora m^jbi be kept# 
ftiU fopie&ing was perce^ed : the ambaffiidocf 
of France and Aui!|ria iiiw the coaduft of the 

grand 
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l^d chancellot' vary. I'hey obtained cogni« 
2aace of the orders that had been expedited to 
marfhal Apt^titk, and employed the favourite 
of the enlprds to efTeft the fall of the minifler, 
and to afford every kind of contrariety to the 
court of the gptand duke. From that moment 
all bowed before thefe ambailadors in Ruflia, 
and they drove the cmprcfs Elizabeth into vio- 
lent meafuresi that were little conformable to the 
true interefh of her empire. 

The court of Vienna had received fbocks 
fo violent) at the clofe of the laft campaign, 
diat its fortitude began to be fbaken. Auffaia 
had fuppoTed the war was aknoft tenninated, 
and regarded the conqueft of Silefia as accom« 
plifhed* Suddenly deprived of thefe flattering 
hopes, fhe had beheld ho: army ruined, and 
its ihattered remains with difficulty efcaping into 
Bohemia. Misfortunes fo unexpected relaxed 
her ardour for war, and fo many projeds rendered 
abortive diminifhed her diflike, or rather her 
infurmountable averfion, to ^>eace. The ftyle 
of her chancery, and the memorials of Ratifbon, 
became milder, but bittornefs and rudenefs re« 
vived with renovating hope. While the firft 
imprefEons of mi^ortune were fhong, the em* 
prefs queen wifhed fome intercourfe with the 
kin^i whether it were to beg^i a negociati<»). 
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or to acquire the honour of magnanimity. 
Count Kaunitz informed the king of an ima- 
.ginary confpiracy againft him, entered into by 
,two Neapolitans and a Milanefe, The king 
replied he was obliged to the'emprefs queen for 
the information flie had been pleafed to give 
him ; but as there were two modes of affaffina- 
tion, the one by the poniard, the other by inju* 
rious and difhonourable writings, he afliired her 
majefty that he concerned himfelf little with the 
firft, but that his fedings were infinitely more 
drong- refpeding the fecond. This did not 
prevent indecency and fcandal from being con- 
tinued in thefe writings; nor even from in- 
creafing, acccwrding as fuccefs favoured the 
arms of Auftria* 

France heard with chagrin of the pacific pro- 
penfities of the emprefs queen, bccaufe that the 
defcftion of Auftria would have been very con- 

• fiderably prejudicial to her affairs, while (he 

• ihould conrinue at war with the Englifti by fea and 
land, Louis XV. piqued at the difgrace which the 
battle of Jtofbach had inflifted, hoped by the con- 
tinuation of war to find opportunity of revenge; 
and the minifters of France laboured, at Vienna^ 
-with infinite appHcation, to inflame the paffions 
that began to be calmed at that cpurt. The 0iame 
^f a great power b^ng abafed by a petty prince 
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was what weighed moft on the mind of the 
emprefs. Ancient animofity againft Pruffia 
was awakened; all difpofitions toward peace 
vanifhed ; ' and the connexions of friendlhip 
and intelligence between the courts of Vienna 
and Verfailles became more than ever intimate. 
Thus, far from the powers with which Pruffia 
was at war being repulfcd by her fuccefs, they 
undertook to redouble their efforts, that they 
might appear fuperlatively formidable and 
dangerous, at the opening of the . enfuing cam- 
paign. • 
; The king likewife took finiilar nxcafures for 
the re-eftabli(hment of the army, during winter, 
that it might be enabled to aft with vigour. 
The lofles that had refulted from feven pitchjtd 
battles, which the Pruffians had fought, were to 
be repaired. But the ravages of ^ax were ua* 
equal to the ravages which epidemical difeafc 
made in the hofpitals. The difeafc we fpeak 
of was a fpacics of inflammatory fever, accom* 
panied with all the fymptoms of the plague. 
The fick became delirious on the day they 
were attacked. Carbuncles appeared on the 
neck, and under the arm-pits. Wliether they 
were or were not bled it was the fame ; death 
carried off all thpfe without diftinftion who 
Mrerc attacked by this malady ; the venom of 

0^3 wbicU 
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which was fo vjolcnt, its progrefs fo rapicjj ap4 
its cffcdts fo prompt, ti^t the pwi W in thre? 
days w^ in the gjrave, Refort was inrffeAually 
had to every kbd pf remedy. At length emef 
tics * were employed, an4 fucccedcd. Threa 
grainy were difib^ved in f mealure <^ yat<er| 
the fick were made to drink tiU the dofe 
b^^n to operate, au^d this was found p be § 
fof ereij^n specific againft the difcaft ; for, aff ejr 
"it was brought into ujfe, fcarcelf three ouf of a 
hundned died. The cauies of the d^fofe, nq 
doubt, w$re perfpitation impeded by cold, aB4 
indigeftion occafioned by bad ^x>4. Povirerfu| 
l^cuations only were found effeftji^L 

Though the loflcs of the anny in the hofpit 
tals wore confidetable, fufficien?: recruiu ftill 
were pUcfted^ during winter, to fill pp thiefe 
^<^e8 i but it wai unpqffiblp to employ fhenf 
in the fpring, becaufe that mcA of them weirt 
{^eafants, whom it was n^effiuy to (^erciTe 
an4 difqipline ; and the campaign began early. 
/The royal houfe this year loft the <iueei| 
mother. The fatal newn was receiyed by the 
jking after the battle of Kolifi, «nd at f ^e mq^r 
ment when fortune was mod aveHh iq Praffia* 
His ipajefty w^ deeply a^eded. \ He had 

* O/i nr rtcoufi i P iw^ijue. ^y tlpi phrafe the xoya| 
author probahly means fome preparation of «minKmy. T. 

venerated 
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▼enerated and adored this pdncdV* i» t tender 
mother> whofc vitty es and great qualities were 
the admiration of thofe who had die happinefs 
to approach her. Her death did not oocafion i 
ceremonious Qiouming ; it was in this inftance 
a public calamity. The great regretted her 
eafy and gracious affitbility^ men of a fubordi* 
nate rank her clemency^ die poor their loft nt- 
fugCy the unfortunate dieir late rdfource, men 
of letters their proteftreis^ and every hraich 
of her £unily that had die bonoor co be neaitft 
her perfon imagined a part of diena^Tes wai 
deceafed, and were more fenfible thm ihe her* 
felf was of the ftroke of deai!u 

In die fame year died die fiiltan Ofinan* 
His fucceflbr had the charafker of being a 
more bold and enterpriiing monarch. The 
rumour of his repucadon, on his acceffion to 
the throne^ rekindled all the intrigues of the 
Pruffian ambaflador at the Porte. The iieur 
von Rexin wi(hed to be admitted to m audi* 
ence with the grand feignior ; this favour he 
had more than a year been interceding to ob«> 
tain» for till it was obtained he could not begin 
thofe negotiations with which he had been 
charg)cd with the grand vizir and the prin- 
cipal officers of the Divan. In the courfe of the 
woiit we 0iall fee the various forms this nego- 

0^4 tiarion 
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tiacioiiaflumed. and (hall have occafion to remark 
bow little proper . oriental n^ions are to purfue 
the principles of good and wholefome policy. 
This defedt. principally: arifes from their great 
ignorance of j;he interefts of the monarchs of 
Europe,, froni the yepality of the people, and 
from th^ Juices. of. go vernnaent, which fubjed 
e^j;ery thing thi^t relates tp. peace ^nd w^ to the 
decisions of. the ihuphti, without whofe fetfa it 
is impoflfible to put the Otpipaq ti'opps in 
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HISTORY OP THE SEVIN YEARS WAR. aj^ 
CHAP. VIII. 

Camfaign of 1758. 

(February.) DRINCE Ferdinand of BruiJ-- 
X^ wick was the firft who thh 
year took the field. The tafk he had to per- 
form was diiEcult. It was nothing Icfs than.to 
expel eighty thoufand French from Lower Saxony 
and Weftphalia, with thirty thoufand Hano- 
verians, who three months before had been 
ready to lay down their arms and fign a dif- 
graccful treaty. He detached a corps, on the 
Wefer, which took Verdcn; and anc ' 
the hereditary prince, that marched ■ 
cjf the river, to gain Hoya, on whi 
the efforts of valour and good c 
young hero ieized. Scarcely was ! 
informed of the progrefs he had mat 
evacuated Bremen, where he had i 
twelve battalions, and, with fourteen others that 
had wintered in the vicinity, took the road to 
Weftphalia. 

(March.) While the hereditary prince feized 

on Hoya, the bridge of which over the Wefer 

was of importance to the allies, prince Ferdinand 

of Brunfwick palTed the AUcr with the main 

army. 
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army. Beuft, who led the van-guard, furprifed 
and took the regiment of Polerefky, in the vi- 
cin^e of Hanover. This accident, added to 
the march of prince Henry who approached the 
town ^f Brunfwick through the diftrids of 
Mansfeld and HUdefheim, difcoiteerted the 
French generals, and made the count de Cler- 
mont^ who had taken the command inllead of 
the duke de Richelieu, determine at once to eva« 
cuate Brunfwick, Wolfenbuttlc, and Hanover* 
Prince Ferdinand marched immediately for 
Minden; where, having joined thfe detach^ 
ments frcMn the Wefcr, he befleged that pkcc 
with the main army. The count de Clermont 
paflfed Ae Wefer at Hamelh, and fent de Broglio 
into the vicinage of Buckeburg, for the relief of 
Minden; but, finding no opportunity of at* 
tempting any thing againfl the allies, this gene* 
ral did but remain a fpeftator of the capture of 
the town, the garrifon o( which furrendered pri* 
foners of war. 

After the capture of Minden, de Broglio 
turned toward Paderbom, to rgoin the prince 
of Clermont ; and the army of the allies mardied 
to Bielefeld. The French, confounded by this 
fudden revolution in their aff^rs, evacuated 
Lippftadt, Hamm, and Munfter. The count 
de Clermont, who had no longer any footing in 

Germany, 
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Cermany^ rtpafBtd tht Rhine ajt Wi^l^ aad can- 
jtoAcd bis army <^ the 0pp<^p0 (hore^ Prince 
Ferd^oatKl hdljted p: Munfter (April) aod fent 
^13 troops mo che ej^y^root tiutc they might havt 
time to reaeover from ^ fiitigues they h^ fuf^ 
jtained| by continual pperationji in f ^aibn fo 
yearly ^d & fevere. The alli^ ^ook eleven 
thouland Fjren(:h prifoners^ during this fhort 
£)cpedit^i^> which cap only be compuml Xxf ^ 
famous campaign q( m^iihal d^ Tur^no^ whcn^ 
penetrating thipugh Thann axid Befimt ^ 
furpriTed^ Imperialifis^ who wees (ctttwtd in 
their quarters in Alf^^ afu| pWif^l ti)pe9i to 
f^pafs the Rhipe. 

jQnthe^idof June, pijnpg F Wtow 4 <3«>ft<t 

this riVer w^th his ari)[iy ]b^oir £ip«)tirvdi* He 
had bribed ibmeDupcfa jl^oajoivnybviwhoiir^^ 
not l^wever engage to ooof^ni^ # )»i^^ is» 
cept on the tiprritories pf th^ repu^Ai?* Frpiii 
Ithence he prefently advanced into the CQiflxtry of 
Cleves. Some FrenfJi troops w!»re |brpri(ed la 
their quatters, Init moft of dbem join^ thjS atipy 
whijch had aflembled near Crefeld. Prince 
Ferdinand occupied the town of Cleres. He 
left ibnie tipops under the cqmmand c^ Xmhof^ 
CO cover his bridge of Emmerich; he then 
proceeded with the a^ljed army up the left (bore 
of the lUunef; and^ on the aot^ of the month| 

came 
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came within a day's march of die- count de 
Clermont. He had refolved to attack the 
French army, in the hope that ^ (hould he gaiij 
a complete vidbory, he might recover Wcfel, 
and tranfport the theatre of the war beyond the 
Rhine, For this purpofe the prince caufed 
Wangenheim to join him, who had been toward 
Kaiferfwerth ; after the jundion he marched for 
Cloftcr c^mp. On his approach, St. Germain 
abandoned the town of Crefeld, and retired a 
niile:m the irc^, that he might draw near the 
co\intdcClemK)nt, who then encamped iat Nuy^» 
He^Dined the count tit Vifchern, 

It was on the ajd of June that pri^co Fcrr 
^island qnitced his:iCamp of Haft and K^mpen 
to attack drCiermoiit.. He divided his army 
into- three '^ocf^s:; one, under the command of 
Warigenheiift/^refented itfelf in the front of the 
foe, to hold him in awe ; while the main body of 
the! allies, tuhiing the left of the French, pre-r 
fented itfelf on their flaiik, between Vifchern 
"ind Anrodt. In this part, behind a rivulet, 
there was a bulwark^ or Landwebvy by which 
the French profited to take poft ; but, after 
a fevcrc conflift, they were diflodged by the 
infantry of the allies. The French carabineers 
haftened to the fupport of their infentry ; and 
their leader, the count de Giforg, ardegntly at^ 
7 tacked 
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tacked the infantry of prince Ferdinand. The 
count was flain,^ and his difcouraged troops took 
to flight. The prince of Holftein then, fell on, 
with the Pniflian dragoons, and completed the 
rout. During this (hock, the hereditary prince, 
with a part of the right of the allies, had gained 
upon the rear of the French. The manoeuvre 
completely difconcerted the count de Clermont; 
who, imagining himfelf on the point of being 
attacked in front by Wangenheim, while he was 
taken in flank by prince Ferdinand, and ia 
momentary danger of being totally turned by 
the hereditary prince, abandoned the .field of 
battle, and retired to Nuys, then to Weringhen, 
and aftefward to Cologn. 

That he might profit by viftory, prince 
Ferdinand detached the hereditary prince, who 
took Ruremonde by capitulation, and fent parties 
forward to the very gates of Bruflels, while 
Wangenheim, who had been ordered to march 
with four battalions into the dutchy of Bergen, 
* befieged DufFeldorf, in which there were eight 
battalions. The town furrendered, by capitu- 
lation, on the 8th of July. Here a confider- 
able magazine appertaining to the French was 
fj3und. 

Prince Ferdinand however, being informed 
that the ^nemy was coUeding forces to oppofe 

him^ 



Wachtcndonk, from which the hereditary prince^ 
who led the van-guard, drove the French, and 
the whole army croffcd the Niers. 

Prince Ferdinand, incapable of longef main^ 
taining bimfelf and army beyond the Rhine^ 
withdrew the garrifon from Ruremonde, which 
found means to efcape at the very time that 
the place was fununoned by the foe# The 
whole army pafled the Rhine, over its bridge, 
at Griethaufen, between the 8th and loth .of 
AugufL It was neccffary to evacuate Duffel- 
dorf at the fame time ; and the governor Har- 
denberg diligently marched to Lippftadt there 
to defend thai important pcrfl. The French a 
few days after paffed the Rhine, and extended 
as far as Dorften, being covered by the Lippe. 

On the 14th, prince Ferdinand was joined at 
Bockholt by twelve , thoufand Englifh, under 
the duke bi Marlborough. Marfhal de Con- 
tadcs'was, at the fariie time, reinforced in his 
camp of Halteren, .by. between five and fix 
thoufand Saxons, whom the Auftrians had af* 
fembled in Hungary, and who were commanded 
by prince Xavier, fecond fon of the king of 
Poland* Pjrince Ferdinand detached Imhof to 
Crefeld, and M. von Poft to Dalmai ; and far-^ 
ther, in confeqiience of the tnotions of the ene- 
my toward Lunen, the hereditary prince .wa$ 

detached 
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d^taiclfed t^ itiiiS>j:'ce ihe corps at Dalmerii 
Prince iFircfi^d quickly foilbwed with thi 
iarmy^ ^d the htreditary pitted obliged the 
Frthch to retreat lo Haltcitn. Under thefe 
cirdldiffcance^ it Was thought pft)per to detach 
Obtigl with- a^ cbrps of liine thoufend meh, to 
J>afs die Lippe> and march into the biflioprlck 
6f Paderbttm $ as Well to interrupt the cotn- 
jttiufticaticki^f the two French' arhiies> ai to be 
*4ady> Abuld^hete be any.neceffity^ to ^d thd 
jprmce of Yfenburg; 

in the nWaii tink^ and while ttie prince d 
Yfehbiarg itniaihed near Eimbeck, de Sotibife 
W takeil^ Caffidi, G6ttingert> and fome placei 
bn the Werf a. Me then f6rmcd the projeft of 
feizihg ton Hamein (SeptfeiiAer)^ but from this 
ke was obliged to defift, when lie underftood that 
pii^t F^dii^iid had ^pafled the Rhine. He 
ttfterwand evacuated Munden, GSttingeni^antJ 
all the piaces he hi^d occupied in thfe country of 
Hanover^ that he taight ftrcngthen himfelf on 
Ae IHemel. In this poiitiOn he remained till 
the 5th of September I and> leaving only M; 
4u M^fhll on the^ Diethel to oppofc the corps 
tmder 0berg, he fucceffively advanted to 
Mundett', Gottihgeh, and Nbrdheitn. On the 
eleventh, the prince- of l^'fenburg wais obliged to 
t{mt Eimbeck, at the approach of the French, 
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and retire to Coppcnbruggc^ where he* was 
joined by fome regiments from the army of the 
allies ; after which he^ in conjunftion with Oberg, 
advanced on FJolzmunden. This nunoeuvrc 
made de Soubife, who was at Gottingen, appre- 
hend he (hould be ait off from Caflel; and. 
immediately withdrawing his corps, he diligently 
returned into Heffe. The allies and the French 
arrived . nearly at the fame time before Caffel» 
where they encamped in pr^ence of each 
other. 

All thefe motions had no influence on the 
operations of prince Ferdinand; he purfued 
his purpofe, which was to obferve the army* of 
de Contades. The French, haying vainly at- 
tempted to furprife the hereditary prince, at 
Halteren, and having been there repulfed with 
confiderable lofs, turned their views elffewhere. 
De Contades detached M. de Chevert (Odober 
ift) with twenty thoufand men, to join the 
prince de Soubife ; and, by this reinforcement, to 
give him the fuperiority neceffary to. overwhelm 
the prince of Yfcnburg, and at the fame time to 
occupy prince Ferdinand, fo as to prevent him 
from fending detachments into Heffe. Contades 
Jiimfclf inclined to>rard.Hamm with his army, 
and fent Mi» de Chevreufc to Soft. 

Perceiving 
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Perceiving thfs, the allies fell back*toWar4 
Munfterj whence the hweditaty prince was 
detached (the 9th) to Warendorf on the Ems; 
and the prince of Holftein to Telgade* Having 
been joined by his reinforcement, de Soubife 
loft no time in putting himfelf itt a<ftion. The 
prince of Yfenburg, informed of the irrival 
t)f de Chevert, croffed the Fuida, and continued 
to retire before the enemy as far as Lutterberg, 
that he might not be cut off from Munden. 
Here he was attacked by the enemy with a fofce 
fo fuperior that he was obliged to yield the field 
of batde, widi the lofs of fiirteen field pieces, 
and about two thoufahd men. He retired by 
Dran^ld and Gottingeft to MSringuen. This 
event obliged prince Ferdinand to quit Munfter, 
where he left a good garrifon, and on the 17th 
arrived with his army at Lippftadt. 

On the morrow, the hereditary prince marched 
to furprife de Ghevreilfe, who was at Soft ; but 
this furprife did not take place, becaufe the 
French were informed of the march of the allies : 
thoughy after a (hort combat, they retired and 
abandoned all the provifions they had amafled 
at Soft* Prince Ferdinand incontinently af- 
fumed his camp near that town, which induced 
de Chevert to change his route. He had quit- 
ted de Soubife, after the affair of Lutterberg, 

R 2 and 



|nd cotdd O&I7J011 de Cor^t^es by a clrcuitmiif 
^harch. When de Cheveit had left the army of 
HeffCj Obcrg pafled the Wefer, at Holzmun- 
den ; and^ coDtinuing his route^ dn the 21ft <^ 
Oftobcr, he jpined the alU<?d army at Soft 
The ppiitioa of prince Ferdinand intercepted 
|he.cojiMnuni<;ation of the two French armijes; 
^d| however fuperior they might; be in number 
fo that of the allies, this did not prrmit the 
prince de Soubife from fuppofing his: polition 
hazardoiis ;* confequently he evacuated . CaffSd 
(the 22d) anda|£ HeiTe^ and croiTed the Main^ 
at Hanau, with his whole forces* Here, the cam-* 
paign wQuld have ei>dedj had not de, Contades 
pncp more attempted to furprife Munfler. M» 
d'Armentieres had approached this pkce, ac the 
^ead of fifteen tbouiand French, near which he 
had chofen a. camp that the trenches mi^ be 
tmil^diat^ly opened. But on the 26th Imhof 
arrived u Warendorf, followed by the duke of 
Hplflein, at the fame time that Wangenheim, 
with a l^rge d^achment^ occupied the camp 
of Rheda, Thefe various manoeuvres, which 
menaced to cut off d^Armentieres from Wefel, 
and thi fkirmifli which happened with major 
Pulow, made him refolve to renounce his projeft^ 
and to crofs the Lippe, on the 2d of November* 
The French army foon took the road for Wcfc^^ 
z to 
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to enter into winter quarters on the oppofite 
fhore of the Rhine. Marburg excepted^ they 
had no longer any footing in Heffe, and thither 
ihe hereditary prince was fent, who employed 
but a few days in his expedition. After the 
capture of this place, being maftcrs of all Weft^ 
phalia and L»ower Saxony, the allies went into 
quarters. 

During this excellent campaign of prince 
jFerdinand, the king did not remain idl? in op- 
ppfing the Auftrians. He prepared to reap all 
poflible advantage from the battle of Leuthen, 
and the confequences which, had refulted from 
that battle. On the 9th of January, Werner 
Jiad been detached into Upper Silefia; and, 
liowever iuperior the enemy might be to his 
corps, the former was obliged to retire into 
JVloravia, and the Pruffians then recovered 
Troppau and Jagerndorf. The king judged 
this early beginning neceflary for the ei^ecution 
of his defigns. The expedition of the month 
of January a^ppeared to the foe but as the con- 
fequenceof the battle of Leuthen, and con- 
duced to the clearing pf 4U Sile^a from the 
troops of Auftria. 

In this ftate affairs remained tiU the 14th of 
^lar^h, when the army began its motions for 
0^f fQniOTen<;em«nt of th^ campaign, Th« 
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enemy was known not to be fufficiently ad^* 
vanccd in his arrangements to oppofeth^ plans the 
king had formed ; fo that this time was judged 
the moft proper to change the. blockade' d£ 
Schwcidnitz into a rtgular fiege. The king 
put himfelf at the head of the army of obfcr- 
vation^ and cantoned from LandftiUt to Frie4- 
land. Prince Maurice had the command of the 
left, and continued the communication through 
Wuftengierfdorf to Braunau. Fouquct com* 
manded the corps Which covered this defile of 
Silefia. The king fixed his head quarters at 
Griflau, which was the central pofition of thfc 
places occupied by his troops. 

The main army of the enemy was ftill in 
cantonments^ in the environs of Konigfgrxtz 
and Jaromirs. Marihal Daun had the folc conx- 
mand, and had ordered the corps of Laudon to 
advance to Trautenau, and that of Beck to 
Nachod (April). Such was the pofition of the 
armies when Treikow more nearly invcfted the 
town of Schweidnitz. The trenches were not 
opened till the night of the ift of April: the 
attack was direfted on the fortrefs of the potence, 
as the place lead fortified, and the mofl com- 
modious for the bringing ' up of ammunition. 
Twenty-four cannon, twenty mortars, and fix- 
teen howitzers, were credted in battery ; but, 

having 
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having often been deranged by the artillery of 
the befieged, this battery was not entirely com- 
pleted till the 8 th; and on the loth an arrow- 
was feized on which the enemy was obliged to 
abandon. This arrow, which brought the 
Pruffians within a hundred paces of the fort of 
the potence, gave occafipn to the coup de main 
which was attempted on the latter work, that 
the fiege niight be terminated with the greater 
promptitude. The artillery of the water fort 
and that of the potence having been diiinounted 
OQ the 1 5th9 the aflault was made after midnight; 
The potence was turned on the narrow part, 
and a thoiifand grenadiers carried it with a lofs 
fo infignificant as not to merit being mentioned. 
The governor, difconcerted by an adion fo 
vigorous, beat the chamacle and furrendered 
himfelf and garrifon prUbuers. The count von 
Thierhaimb evacuated the town on the 18th, 
and his men, to the amount of fire thoufand, 
were difperfed in the different fortrefles of 
3ile(ia and the eleftoraj march^ 

The iiege, thus fortunately and tknely termi- 
nated, facilitated the execution of projefts more 
great. The deiign of the king was to pene- 
prate into Moravia, and to take Olmutz ; not 
with an intention to preferve the place, for the 
4iverfiQn of the Ru^an$ was forefeen; they 
J . R 4 having 
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liavipg reizcfl on Pruffia^ a^ prepar^ to 
Fomerania and the mardies of Braii4^t>oiiirg ; 
^ut ijn order to amufe the Auilrians^ during tht; 
whole campaign, in a Gquqtry diftant from the 
dates of die kin^, th^t he might hav^ tiipe and 
opportunity tq pppqfe the Ruffian ftrmy with t^c; 
greats: ftrength. For ^c execution of this. 

ft ^^ 

pla^i \t was neceffaiy to dec^ve m^rlh^i Daurj, 
and to gain fpme marches upon hicn, that there 
might be time fufficicnt to fecure the environs 
pf Oimutz before his arrival. With this intent 
(he army of the king left the mountains, and 
defcended^into the plains of Schweidnitz and of 
Reichenba^h, under the pretence of relieving 
the troops ^cr xh^ fetigucs of the fiege, and of 
waiting for recruits^jy whom (hey wprc to be 
joined. ZjiSthen remained with a cprps in the 
vicinity ^ Landlhut, whence he drew a line to 
Friedlaiiid ; and Fouquet entered the county of 
Glatz, that he there might guard the paffes, 
Thefc two (orps had nia<ked the motions pf the 
army behii^d the hills, and had been further of 
fervice in preventing the Auftrians from re- 
ceiving fuch intelligence as might teach them 
what were the intentions of the king. 

(May.) While thefe difppfitioJxs impofed upoi\ 
^he enemy, ^he Pruffian arpiy marched fo Neifs, 
Tj^here it divided into two fo^umns, one of which,. 




IIISTOIir OF TH£ SEVSV YEAiL« WAE« ft4| 

copin^amded by ^e king, took the road pf 

Trpppau J ^nd the other^ under marihal Keithj^ 

that of JsBgerndorf. On the 3d of May thefe 

^wo cohimns entered the plains of Olmutz j the 

pne l?y GibaiJ, the other through Sternberg* 

FouquiBt followed them, as foon as he obferved 

the foe hjid |:aken the alarn>, and quitted the vi-, 

pinity of Kqnigfgrsetz to ipcline toward Hohe-? 

maut* He topk the ro^d for Neifs, whence h^ 

pfcorted the ammunition and provifions, re- 

quifite for the fiege^ as far as OJmutz. Thi^ 

was the I ath, and on the famp day the army of 

ohfervatioR paffed the Morava at Littau. The 

Jcing advanced to Holefchau, where M. de Ville^ 

encamped with feyen regiments qf cavalry, was 

attacked by the prince of Wurtemberg, and 

repulfcd bpyond Proftnitz, toward ^ifthau* 

The prince encamped his corps at Proftnitz, and 

remained there f o obfervp the pnemy on the fide 

of Wifchavi and Brunn j having four regiments 

pf dragoons, one pf huffars, and four battalions^ 

pnder his command. 

Keith, having inv^fted Olmutz, opened the 
trenches on ^he 27 th of May. The ten fqua- 
drons of Bareuth, five hundred huflars, and fom^ 
free battalions, were placed by him on the other 
fide of the Morava, and they encamped neat 
a village nanied Dolein. That the marfhal and 

the 
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the army might be in the greater fafety during 
the fiege, it was thought neceffary to drive de 
Ville further. This general was near being fur- 
prifed in his camp, and did not fuppofe himfelf 
in fafety till he had approached the fortifications 
of Brunn, 

The army of obfervation, in the mean time, 
occupied all the pofts which there was ful^cien^ 
leifure to feleft; i|i gonftquencc of this th? 
margrave Charles ^flvimed the camp of Neur 
fedf ; prince Maurice that of L^ttau ; Wedel 
that of Namieft ; and the king occupied that; 
part of the heights which extend b^^ween 
P^roftnitz ^d I^olefchau^ from Nan\ieft to 
Studenitz, 

On the loth of June, Puttkammer and th^ 
convoy he efcorted joined the army, without 
having been difturbed in his route. Zietben, 
who had been attacked at Grifl^u by l;he enemy, 
repulfed the affailant^ ; and, remarking that the 
whole force of Auftria inclined toward Mora- 
via, he quitted the hills and joined the royal 
army, almoft at tlie fame time with Pu,ttkammer. 
As there wer? not fuf^cie^it ammunition and 
proyifions for the fiege, ^ new convoy was pre* 
pared in Silefia, as well to carry on attacks as to 
reinforce the army. The fiege would apparently 
have been more fuqc^fsful, had not the trciptches 

been 
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been too diflant^ and the firft batteries necefiariljr 
forfaken, becaufe they fired without effect, by 
which much ammunition was inefficacioully 
confumed. 

The van-guard of marftial Daun entered 
Mor^via^ in the interim, qnder the command 
of Harfch; and encamped in prefence <rf 
prince Maurice, on the hills of AUerheiUgen, 
not far from Littau. Harfch made an unfuc- 
cefsful attempt to furpr^fe that town. Daun, who 
followed, had marched for Gewitfch, whence he 
detached a corps of fix thoufand men, who toolc 
poft at Prerau, This pofition obliged marlbal 
Keith to place his dragoons at Wifternitz, and 
his firee companies at Biflro vann, and Kofutchan* 
The intentions of Daun were to throw fuccouis 
into the befieged place, without expofing him- 
felf to a batde, the lofs of which would have 
incurred the capture of Olmutz. He attacked 
the viU^e of Kofutchan by night (the 8th) 
which was defendod by a free battalion that 
was obliged to give ground. The dragoons of 
Bareuthy who had pafled th<^ night under arms, 
by the qegligence of colone} Meyer, the com- 
mander, did not wait the return of the fcouting 
parties before they unfaddled. The enemy 
can^ up impetuQufly, driving the patroles before 
him, and fell on the tents of the dj^goons, which 

he 
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tie did not ^ive them time to quit. The regt* 
ment loft throe hundroi men, and would havo 
been totally ruined, h^d not the battalion of 
'Nimfchewfky timely arrived, and obliged the 
mffailants to haften their retreat. 

The fiiccefs of this gave the Auftrians an 
inclination for nocturnal attempts. ^ They three 
times attacked the regiment of Ziethen at Koftc- 
Iftz, and xvere three times repulfed with con^ 
*fiderable Iqfs. The free battalions of le Noble 
tfnd de Rapin were not equally fortunafe. They 
ii^ been fent by fhe margrave Charles to Stem- 
'berg, whence they were to repair tp Bahrn, to 
^fcort a conyoy which arrived on the lOth. 
But they were very ill treated by the pandours^ 
mnd loft five hundred men. 
" Let us return to more confiderable objeds* 
"The pofirion of the Auftqan army, and prin-? 
ppally the corps it had detached to Prcrau, rer 
quired that the tpwn of Olmutz (hould be more 
dofely invefted, beyond the Morava. ' Tho 
corps of the n>argrave, at Neufta^t, did no^ 
•appear to be effentially ne^cffary there; and^, 
as there were not too many troops, the margrave 
took poft in fuch a n^aiiner that his left occupieii 
a bridge the Pruffians had at Commothau, drcr 
the Morava, while bis left extended to the bridge 
i)f HpUw,/ JicfwevcTjt while slk9 Pruffians 

^hange^ 
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chianged tlii^ir pofitjop, the. ; Auftriaii colond 
Bulau had fo?a4 iMans ta glide into t|ic town, 
a|id brought tl^govjcrnor, M^^irfliall^ a reinforce* 
mcnt of twelve hundred men. 

Marlhal D^uu, a few days after^ defcendtd 
into the pl^in^ and enqamp^d at Prett|itz> be- 
tween Proftnitz. and Wifchau. Here hQ was 
infbrn^d the Pruflians e;xpefted a ^apd Con- 
vpy, on which the fu^cefs of ihe fiege depended, 
bccaufe that ammunition .began to fail* This- 
convoy was efcorted by cigj^t battalions, and, 
fqur thoufand convalefcents. horfe ^nd foot,' 
who had been formed . into regiments, to ferve 
on the occofion* . It left Trpppau on the 25tb 
of June ; and Daun> direding h^syiews to the 
capture of it, fent Janus to Bahrn, and Laudon 
IP ' I^be, that it might be intercepted. The 
king, to opp9fe hinjk, detached Ziethen, with 
twenty fquadrons and three battalions, who 
came up with th^ convoy near Gihau. On the 
morrow (the 28th) general I^udon attacked, 
and, after ao a^on of five hours, was obliged 
10 retreat. The convoy advanced very tardily, 
tKjjcaufe of the badoefs of the roads ; and Daun 
employed, d^e time to fend a reinforcement of 
eight thoufand men to Janu$ and LaudcHu On 
the 30th there was a new attack, between. 
Bautfch and^ I)^>nrfla(Jt, Scarcely had a thou, . 

fand 
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iknd horlc> four battalions^ and four hundr^ 
waggons9 began the march^ and pafled the 
defile of Domfladt, before the enemy, with all 
bis forces from Bahm and Liebe, fell on the 
convoy ; fo that the two columns of the enemy, 
meeting, cut oflf the van-guard, which had 
pafled the defile, from the corps that followed* 
Ziethen, who was with the main body, vigor- 
oufly charged one wing of the foe, but numbers 
were too difproportionate for him to fucceed. 
After having bravely combated, he was con- 
ftrained, with mod of his men, to retire for 
Troppau. He here loft general Puttkammer, 
and eight hundred men, without including the 
whole convoy and the army money, which fell 
into the hands of the enemy. 

This misfortune occafioned the fiege to be 
raifed. Had the convoy arrived, the town muft 
have been taken in lefs than a fortnight ; for 
the third parallel was finiftied, and the befiegers 
bad begun to open the faps. But, however 
well founded thefe hopes might b«, it was requi- 
ftte they ftiould be renounced, for the fafety of 
the army; which, by prolonging its .abode in 
Moravia, would have wanted fubfiftenoe* 

There were two roads for retreat ; the one 
leading into Upper Silefia, by which the army 
bad advanced, and th^ other which croffes Bohe- 
mia. 



HISTORY or THE SEVEK YEARS WAR. 2^§ 

mia, and leads into the county of Glatz j or 
through Braunau into Silefia. The enemy pre- 
pared to render the firft route difficult. Laudon, 
Janus, and St. Ignon, had remained there after 
the battle of the convoy, and mar(hal Daun had 
marched with his army to Tobifchau ; fo that 
it was to be feared, (hould this road be taken, 
the army would have two corps qa its flanks, 
and Daun who would inceflantly harafs the 
fear-guard. In a word the march mud have 
been one perpetual batde, in which the army 
might have loft the heavy artillery for the iiege, 
its baggage, wounded, and iick, and perhaps it 
might even have been totally ruined, at. the 
paflage of the Mbrava, which the enemy might 
have rendered fatal. Thefe confiderations 
quickly determined the king to return through 
Bohemia; becaufe it was poffible, the enemy 
not being prepared on th^t fide, to gain two 
marches on him ; which was matter of great- 
importance for the fafety of the artillery, and 
baggage, that encumbered the army. 

On the night of the firft of July, the king 
quitted his camp, and divided his troops into 
two columns. The corps of prince Mauricor 
formed the van-guard, where the king was in- 
pedon, an4 :pafled by.Koiiitz, Tribau, and 
Zwiftau, to Lcitomifchcl ^ where ic feizedon a 
ii J ,7 magazine 
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hiagazihc of the enemy. Tkc feciotodj iihdfei^ 
the coaduft of marOlal Keith^ retreatmg front 
it» trtoches^ only left fotir mortars^ and oat 
cannon^ which if ere inimoveable becaufc th6 
carriages were broken. It took the ro^ of 
Littau^ Muglitz^ and TribafaL The martfa thus 
fiur was not difturbed by the fo^, bec^fe Daun> 
bavmg made all his difpolitions relative to the 
BOads of l^piper Silefia, could not withdraw hii 
b-oops with fuffident ptomptitude to^efTec^- 
t^ally on the (ide^ of Bohemia. Lafcy^ never- 
theie(s> who encamped at GH^au, wifhed to 
affauk the rear guard, which was obliged to 
pafs the defile of Krenau, to march to Zwittaui 
On this village he fei^ed with his grenadiers^ 
but he was quickly diflodged by Wi^d) and th€ 
troops peaceably continued their majxliu 

Madhal Keith had divided his cohtfnn intd 
ttiree corps; one of which, under Retzow^ 
jbaving pafiSbd Hbhemaut, approaching tha 
fmall hills of Holitz^ found the^ occupied by 
^e enemy^ The Paiffians feized the chapd 
which is on the height, facing, one held by tha 
£oe ; a reciprocal cannonade was commenced } 
while Retzow continued to make his convoy 
and efcort file off. At the fame time St. Ignoni 
who conmianded the Auftrians, imaged this 
die moment for attack, and with^ efeve»4iim- 

dr«d 
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drcd horfe fdl on the regiment of Bredow cui- 

raflicrs, which he obliged to retreat. In the 

interim a lieutenant with fifty huffars came up, 

who had been fent by the king with difpatches 

foi: Keith. This brave officer, named Kurz- 

hagen, fell with his few men with fuch timely 

efFedt on the flank of general St. Ignon that he 

recovered the cuiraffiers. The Pruflian cavalry 

haftened up, and repulfed the Auftrians ; with 

the lofs of fix officers, and three hundred men, 

Marihal Keith and his column arrived precifely 

when the enemy was routed, and took the 

Auftrian infantry, which flill maintained itfelf 

on the heights, in the rear. This haftened the 

flight of the foe through thick forefts, by which 

his retreat was protefted. 

While Keith was thus employed with the 
enemy and his convoys, the king, having 
gained ground, had arrived on the 1 1 th near 
Konigfgrsetz. Buccow covered that town with 
about feven thoufand men, whom he had en- 
camped behind the Elbe, and in intrenchments 
which furrounded the fuburbs. When the 
Pruffians came up, fome battalions were placed 
toward Hota, on the Adler, where a battery was 
eredted to take the intrenchments of Buccow 
in the rear. Another corps, at the fame time, 

S paflTed 
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paffed the Adier higher up } and this was f<J 
attack the Entrenchment on the morrow at 
break of day. A heavy body of cavalry wa» 
.intended to have been fent over the Elbe, to 
cut off the retreat of the Auftrians; but the 
bridges could not be completed till the morn- 
ing of the 1 3 thy and Buccow did not think 
proper to wait fo long. He evacuated his in- 
trenchment and the town on the fame night, 
ahd.retired toward Clumetz. 

The king, having this day been informed 
that Retzow was attacked at Holitz, marched 
thither, with a corps of cavalry ; but the affair 
was over, and marihal Keith fortunately con- 
^.duded the whole artillery employed at Olmutz, 
with fifteei;!. hundred fick and wounded, befide 
ammunition and provifions a^ppertaining to 
the army, to Konigfgrajtz. As fbon as the 
troops were affembled, they encamped at the 
confluence of the Adler and the Elbe (the 14th) 
having the town of Konigfgraetz, occupied by 
fix battalions, in their front. 

The firft care of the king was to difencumber 
liimfelf of the heavy baggie he Had dragged 
from Olmutz to Konigfgraetz ; and Fouquet 
was commanded, with iixteet^ battalions and as 
many fquadrcais, to conduft the artillery, the 
wounded^ and the fuperfluous waggons, to 

Gla£z» 
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vjlatz. The en^iny had fome defign of ha- 
rafling the Pruffians in their march 2 Laudon, 
on the fame day, took poft with four thoufand 
tnen in the wood of Opotfchna. Intellig^snce 
was received of this, and the king, dcfirous of 
fecuring the march of Fouquet for Neiiftadt, 
felefted fome troops, and immediately marched 
to attack Laudon. The general was in danger 
of being furprifed, but the wood favoured his 
retreat, and only a hundred Croats were taken. 
He retired toward Holitz, and the king held 
the poft of Opotfchna till Fouquet had tran- 
quilly efcorted his convoy to Glatz. Imme- 
diately after his arrival (the 1 6th) he detached 
the elder Schenkendorf to Reinerz, Golzeto the 
Hunulberg, and occupied the camp of Nachod 
himfelf, that he might cover the rear of the 
army* 

The expedition ufed on this march had 
given time to efFed: the arrangements, before 
marihal Daun could approach the Pruffian 
arm^y. He arrived on the 2 2d, and encamped 
on the heights of Clum and Libitfchau, beyond 
the Elbe, while the king was returning from 
Opotfchna, to rejoin the main army. Had the 
Auftrians been his only foes, the campaigi^ 
would have been ended without quitting Bohef 
mia, except to uke winter quarters ; but the 

S 2 invafiod 
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invafion with which the Ruffians menaced Pome*^ 
rania, and, the new March, obiiged the king to 
return with his troops into Silefia, that he might 
be in readinefs to fend aid wherever it (hould 
be needful. Whatever might fecure the frontiers 
of Silefia conftituted a part of this plan ; Con- 
fequently all the forage and provifions of the 
circle of Konigfgraetz were carried off, that 
Daun might be impeded, for want of maga- 
zines, from afting on that fide againft Silefia. 
This was in reality become impoffible ; for he 
had been obhged, at the commencement of 
the campaign, to fend all his fubfiftence toward 
Brunn, and the Pruffian army had afterward, 
on its march, feized on all the magazines he 
poffefTed in Bohemia ; and finally had confumed 
the forage of the circle of Konigfgrsetz. 

The camp of Konigigrcetz was quitted on 
the night of the 25th. The pandours attacked 
the fuburbs at the time the troops were depart- 
ing. General Saldern and colonel Blankenfec 
were killed there; feventy men were lofL The 
army of the king retired by Caravalhotta for 
Rochonitz. Laudon, St. Ignon, and Lafcy 
followed the rear-guard, widi about fifteen thou- 
fand men; and though they attempted an at- 
tack they could not fucceed, but were vigor- 
oully repulfed by the Puttkammer huffars. 

Tkat 
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That the enemy might be robbed of his incli- 
nation to harafs the rear-guard, an ambufcadc 
was prepared, on the morrow, at the paflage of 
the Metau. A wood which hes on the road, 
mid which runs from Jaromirs to the Metau, 
was occupied by ten battalions and twenty fqua- 
drons ; after which the army began its march, 
and only prefentcd a feeble rear-guard of huf- 
fars to the foe. Laudon, who was eaiily heated, 
determined on aflault ; and the cavalry, leaving 
its ambufcade, fell upon him in every diredlion. 
He' was very ill treated, and loft three hundred 
men. After beftowing this trifling corrcfUon,^ 
the royal army peaceably purfued its march, and 
encamped between Boruflawitz and Geflhitz. 

Retzow was detached to cover the right of the 
army at the pafs of the mountains. (Auguft) 
He diflodged Janus from Studenitz, and the 
king occupied the camp of Skalitz. On the 
ground where the army encamped was a height, 
upon the right, the poflTeflion of which was ab- 
folutely neceflary. Here the king placed the 
volunteers of le Noble, as a lure which he pre- 
fented to the enemy ; while fix battalions, en- 
camped in a kind of ravin, had orders to fup- 
port this poft, (hould it be attacked. What 
had been forefeen happened ; Laudon came oa 
the night of the fecond to furprife le Nobl^,. 

S 3 but 
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,but was received in a manner he did net cx- 
ped, was put to flight, and, without enumerating 
the dead and wounded, loft fix officers and 
fcventy men. 

Marfhal Daun however had extended his 
army along the Elbe, fo that it proceeded, from 
Konigfgrsetz to Jaromirs, toward Konigfhof. 
The king, on the morrow, encamped at Wifoka, 
and Retzow at Starkftadt. The march was 
continued from Wifoka to Politz and Wemerf- 
dorf, without being followed by the foe. On 
the 8th all the troops refumed the camp of 
Griflau and Landlhut. 

The expedted diverfion on the part of the 
Ruffians happened during this return through 
Bohemia. Fermor had advanced in feveral 
corps, from Pruffia, on the frontiers of Pomerania 
and the ricwMarch. Platen had obferved the 
enemy fronj Stolpe, where he had remained -all 
winter, with a detachment. On receiving this 
advice, count Dohna had orders, in the month 
of June, to raife the blockade of Stralfund, 
and to approach the Oder, that he might oppofe 
the Ruffians, let tfiem attempt on what fide they 
would to enter the ftates of the king. From 
Pofen, Fermor had advanced to Kohigfwald, 
Meferitz, and Clofter Paradies, where he en* 
camped in three corpj. Count Dohna had dc* 

tached 
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tachcd Kanitz to Rcppcn, to obferve the ene- 
my; whence Malachowlky marched to Stern- 
berg, from which he diflodged the Ruffians. 

Dohna, who was not fufficiently in force to 
make many detachments, called in Platen, and 
only endeavoured to difpute the paffage of the 
Oder with the enemy. To this effed he en- 
camped at Frankfort. The match however was 
unequal ; and, as theleaft check fuffered by the 
corps of Dohna might become prejudicial to 
the ftate, and incur the total ruin of the eledoral 
March, the king determined to repair thither in 
perfon, with a reinforcement fufficiently con- 
fiderable to give the Pruffians a kind of equality 
with the foe. This reinforcement confided of 
lixteen battalions and twenty-eight fquadrons. 
'f he greateft part of the army reiflained, under 
the command of marihal Keith and the mar- 
grave Charles, in the camp of Landfhut, to 
guard the frontiers of Silefia* 

The king direfted his march through Ron- 
ftock, Lignitz, Hinzendorf, Dakau, Warten- 
berg, Schertendorf, CrofTen and Ziebingen, to 
Frankfort ; where he heard that Fermor, having 
advanced through Landfberg to Cammin and 
Tamfel, had bombarded the town of Kuftrin 
(15th) which he had reduced to alhes, after the 
town bad rejeded all the propofitions of capitu- 

S 4 lation 
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lation that general StofFel had fent to Schack, 
who was the governor. Thfefe attempts of the 
enemy' had induced count Dohna to approach 
with his corps for the relief of the fortjefs. It 
was here, in the camp of Gorgaft, on the zid 
of Auguft, that the king joined the count. The 
Ruffians had drawn their parallels precifely to 
the end of the caufeway which leads from Kuftrin 
to Tamfel, and their batteries were fo conftrufted 
that the army could not attempt to relieve the 
place, without being expofed to very confiderable 
and inefFedual lofles. The king no;withftand- 
ing determined on attack : fight he muft, in 
order to rid himfelf, for a time, of one enemy 
that he might turn his apms elfewhere. The 
king could only employ three weeks in this ex- 
pedition ; and how might he fo ftiortly accomplifh 
his purpofe without a battle ? Daun, whom he 
had left at Jaromirs, might in this interval either 
march toward Silefia or Saxony ; and the power 
of returning to either of thefe places, as (hould 
be found neceflary, was requilite. The king 
therefore thought it would be beft to deceive the 
enemy by appearances. Batteries were con* 
ftru(5ted oppofite Direwitz, and the mounds of 
the Oder were occupied as if there had been a 
real intention of paffiixg the river in the vicinage. 
The king at the fame time reinforced the gar- 
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rifon of Kuftrin with four battalions : Kanitz 
he had fent to Wrietzen, to colled all the boat;s 
he could find on that part upon the Oder, 

While on the night of the 23d the army 
marched up the Oder to Guftebiefe, Kanitz, 
who there joined the king, had collected fuf- 
ficient boats for the conftruftion of the bridge ; 
and this was laboured at fo cfFeftually that the 
whole army had paffed the river by noon. The 
march was continued to the village of Cloffow, 
where the king encamped, and by this pofitioa 
cut off the corps of Fermor from that of Ro- 
manzow, which was toward Schwedt, wheref k 
intended to pafs the Oder. On the 24th, the 
army encamped at Dermitzel, oppofite Fermor, 
who, on the motions of the Pruffians, had raifed 
the fiege of Kuftrin, and had called in the de- 
tachment of Czernichef ; with which and the 
main body he took a pofition between the villages 
of Quartfchen and Zicker, having a mariby 
rivulet in his van. The Ruffians encamped in 
a fquare, according to the cuftom introduced by 
marlhal Munich, when he made war in little 
Tartary againft the Turks. 

The very day that the Pruffian army arrived, 
(the 25th) the king feized on the mill of Damm, 
and the bridge over the rivulet. His van-guard 
took poffeffion of the foreft of Maffin, which 

muft 
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muft be paflcd to turn the camp of the enemy. 
On the morrow the army dcfcendcd into the 
plain, in four columns, near the village of 
Bat2xllow. The enemy had left their heavy 
baggage under a fmall efcort between this village 
and Cammin. Had the king been in lefs hade 
he might have cafily taken it, and have obliged 
the Ruffians by fome marches to quit the coun- 
try ; but decifion was neceffary and every thing 
was to be hoped, confidering the ftrange plan of 
battle the enemy had formed. 

The army therefore continued its march for 
2U»rndorf, where the king propofed to attack the 
front oppofite to that he had faced when he was 
at Dermitzel. The Coflacks fet fire to Zom^* 
dorf, which caufed fome embarraflment; for the 
heavy artillery was to pafs the village to form 
batteries in oppofition to thofe of the enemy* 
The left, deftihed to make the firft attack, was 
fupported by a bottom which goes toward Wil- 
kerfdorf. Manteufel commanded the firft attack, 
which confifted of ten battalions. He was fup-* 
ported by the left of the firft line, under the 
orders of Kanitz, and by the fecond line of the 
army. Some ravins were employed, under the 
Ihelter of which the cavalry of the left was placed, 
proteded from the artillery of the enemy, and 

where 
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where it remained ready to aft, whenever aftioa 
ftiould be found neceflary. The king's com- 
mands were that the firft attack, continually ad- 
vancing, (hould be fupported at this ravin, which 
led direftly on the right of the Ruffians : but, 
from accident and mifconception, it happened 
that the troops departed from the ravin as they 
approached the enemy; fo that Kanitz, who 
ought to have been on the rear of Manteufel, 
was on his right. 

*The attack was repulfed, and the infantry 
thrown into much confufion ; but, as the ene- 
my was aMb in diforder, the king ordered Seid- 
litz inftantly to charge. He formed three 
columns which at die fame time pierced the 
fquare, and in lefs than a quarter of an hour the 
field of battle was cleared of foes. The troop$ 
that efcaped of the Ruffian army pafled this 
bottom that it had on its^ right, and again began 
to form toward Quartfchen. The king then 
took the infantry of his right, with which he 
made a quarter wheel, and formed facing the 
bottom ; which his troops were various times 
fent to pafs, but from which they continued, 
quickly to return, without the reafon at firft 
being underftood. The military cheft of the 
Ruffians and all the baggage of their generals 
were in the bottom ; and the troops, inftead of 

4 marching 
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marching forward as they might have done, 
amufed themfelves with the pillage, from which 
they returned as foon as they were well loaded. 
The cavalry could not aft here becaufe of the 
marihes which abounded in the bottom, and the 
Pruffians were reduced to cannonade the enemy, 
which cannonade continued till the clofe of 
Jiight, 

The battle began at nine in the morning, and 
did not end till half paft eight in the evening. 
The RufEans retired into the wood of Tamfel, 
where their whole troops foraied a platoon; the 
cavalry in the centre, furrounded by the infantry. 
They loft, on this day, a hundred and three field- 
pieces, twenty-feven pair of colours and ftand- 
ards, eighty-two officers, among whom were 
five generals, about two thoufand prifoners, 
ajid at the leaft fifteen thoufand men left dead 
on the field, for the cavalry gave them no 
quarter. 

The Pruffian army here loft general Ziethen, 
of the cuiraffiers; fixty officers dead or wounded, 
and about twelve hundred men, with twenty 
pieces of cannon. On the morrow, the army of 
the king took a pofition very near that of the 
Ruffian army ; they were within twelve hundred 
paces of each other. Had there been fufficient 
ammunition another attack would have been 

made ; 



HISTORY OF THE SEVEN YEARS WAR, !x6f 

tnadc ; but it was neceffary to remain fatisfied 
with cannonading, and this was not fo warm as 
might have been defired, becaufe it was requifite 
to hulband the powder. Neither of the armies 
crefted their tents. The Riiflian dragoons at- 
tempted an affault on the Pruffian infantry, and 
were ardently repulfed by the regiment of 
Kreytzen. 

During the battle and the fucceeding day it 
was a dreadful fpeftacle to fee all the neighbour- 
ing villages in flames, which the Cofllacks had 
fet on fire, and who here brought with them 
every calamity with which the race of man can be 
afflicted. The Pruflian artillery however played 
with' fuccefs, for it was almoft impoflible for the 
gunners to mifs the great mafs the enemy 
formed ; while that of the Ruffians fired with- 
out the leaft effeft. 

Toward the evening, fome little ammunition 
was received, which the batteries employed to 
good purpofe ; for, the ground then becoming 
infupportable, it was quitted by the Ruffians, 
during night, who marched and encamped 
at Cammin. The king followed : fome hun- 
dreds of prifoners were taken from their rear- 
guard; and the Pruflians encamped before 
Tamfel, near the enemy. The lofs of the battle 
obliged Romanzow haflily to quit the vicinage 

of 



of the Oder aftd Stargard, to accelerate hi* 
junftion with Fermor ; who prefently retreated 
to Vietz, and afterward to Landfberg, where he 
aflembled all his forces* The king purfued as 
fer as Blumberg. 

While the Pruffian army was employed againft 
the Ruffians, Laudon traverfed Lufatia, intend- 
ing to join the latter, which he would have ac- 
compliflied, had he not met with prince Francis 
of Brunfwick on his road, whom the king, had 
detached to Beefko, from the camp of TamfeL 
The prince, after having taken feveral parties, 
obliged the enemy to retire for Lubben. The 
ftrongeft reafons obUged the king to defift from 
further purfuit of the advantages he had gained 
againft the Ruffians. He was obliged to haften 
into Saxony, to the aid of prince Henry ; and 
Dohna, in confequence of this new arrangement, 
remained to face the Ruffians, while the king 
departed to join the prince his brother, with 
the fame corps that he had led into the elec- 
torate. 

The better to underftand the chain of events, 
it is requifite we (hould give a fuccinft narra- 
tion of what had hitherto happened in Saxony* 
His royal highnefs had from the month of July 
occupijed the camp of Tfchopa, to oppofe the 
troops of the circles, under the prince de Deux- 

pontSj 
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ponts, \^ho had been joined by an Auftrian corps 
commanded by Haddick. Prince Henry had 
driven a detachment of the enemy from the 
Bafberg ; and, as the main body of the circles 
was not yet come up, a partifan war only was 
carried on, in which the Pruffians had the ad- 
vantage of making prifoners, at different repri- 
fals ; one of the moft confiderable of whom ^^s 
M. von Mitrowiky, an Auftrian general. 

(Auguft 2d.) His highnefs having received 
news of the approach of a corps of the enemy, 
commanded by Dombale, that advanced on 
Zwickau, detached Finck to drive him out of 
Saxony ; in which he was fo fuccefsful that the 
enemy was obliged to retreat for Reichenbaclu 
The prefence of the prince fooh after became 
neceflary in tlie environs of Drefden, becaufe 
that the prince dc Deuxponts (the 6th) was 
taking the road of Toplitz, through Bohemia. 
The army marched by Che;mnitz, and cfta- 
blilhed itfelf at Dippoldifwalda, keeping Hulfen 
with a detachment at Freyberg, and Knobloch 
at Maxen. Another corps of the circles having 
in the interim (20th) taken poft at Waldkir- 
chen, it was attacked and beaten by KleilL 
But, as Haddick advanced toward Cotta, prince 
Henry changedhis pofition, aflumed the camp of 
Scdelitz, ne^r Pirna, and garnifhed the villages 

of 
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of Zehifta and Zufchendorf in his van* The 
army afterward took the camp of Gamig, 
which was more convenient. 

The prince de Deuxponts prefently appeared, 
and occupied the heights of Struppen, keeping 
Haddick on his left, which extended from Roth- 
wemfdorf to Cotta. He refolved to take the 
Sonnenftein, which incommoded his pofition. 
For this purpofe he ordered fome mortars to 
advance, and Grape, who commanded there, un- 
feafonably furrendered himfelf a prifoner of war. 

During this, marihal Daun had advanced into 
Lufatia. He had left a detachment of twenty 
thoufand men, under generals Harfch and de 
Ville, who encamped between Jsegemdorf and 
Troppau, The intention of the marftial was to 
employ this corps in the fiege of Neifs, as foon 
as the diftance of the Pruffian army would per- 
mit him to undertake the fiege. He had hoped 
the invafion of the Ruffians would have attrafted 
the whole force of the king ; and, as he found 
himfelf deceived in this hope, he advanced into 
Lufatia, to draw the Pruffians thither, and give 
Harfch time to achieve the fiege. He ad- 
vanced to Konigfbruck, where he heard of the 
defeat of the Ruffians ; on which, abandoning 
any defigns he might have on Meiflen or Tor- 
gau, he retreated for Stolpen. He prefently 

fent 
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feat different detachments on the Elbe, with 
intent to pafs the river at Pilnitz,, and come on 
the back of the Pruflians af Gamig, while the 
prince de Deuxponts and Haddick ftiould at- 
tack them in front. 

Prince Henry, having received information 
of thefe projefts, fent the intelligence to the 
king, which occafioned the rapid march of the 
monarch to join his brother. Marftial Keith 
and prince Charles had immediate orders to 
quit Silefia, and repair to the royal army in Lu- 
fatia. Fouquet remained at Landfhut, to whom 
was committed the guard of the pafles of Bohe- 
mia. The x:orps of the king departed frpm 
Blumberg on the fecond, and, paffing by Man- 
chenau, Mulrofe, Trebatz, Lubben, Dober- 
bek, and Elfterwerda, arrived on the 9th at 
Dobritz, near Groffenhayn, where it was joined 
by marftial Keith and the margrave, whofe corps 
had pafled by Hartmanfdorf, Priebus, Mofka, 
Spremberg, and Senftenberg. Werner and 
Moring, the one at Priebus and the other at 
Spremberg, had, on their road, beaten two Au- 
fbrian detachments, and had taken above five 
hundred prifoners. The army encamped, on 
the 1 2th, between Bockfdorf and Reichcnberg, 
where the king held a conference with hishigh- 
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iicfs, that they might take fucft mcaforcs as vrcfic6 
rcquifitc, under the prefent circumftances. The 
army began its march, on the fame evening, 
with intent to occupy the heights of WeiiSg 
before the enemy. »The Aufkrians had a poft 
at the White Stag, from which it was neceflary 
they (houM be diflodged. Hither the king 
direftly marched; and Wedel took the road 
which going from R^cberg would turn that 
potion. The Auftrians were forced to retire ; 
and, as foon as the Pruffian van had gained the 
heights of Weiffig, it fell on the hufTars and dra- 
goons that had rcp^red duther, to proteft the 
encampment of marfhal Daun* Here he had 
come to trace out a camp for his troops. AU 
thefe corps wcrc^repulfed, and the royal army 
aflumed the camp of Scbonfeld, facing the camp 
of paun, which extended from Lohmen, through 
Stolpen, toward Bifchofswerder. The commu- 
nication of the two PrufBan armies was imme- 
diately fecured by bridges over the Elbe* The 
army of the king arrived in good time ; for 
Lafcy was commanded, with all the Auflxian 
grenadiers, to conftruft a bridge at Pilnitz; 
and it muft be confeffed that Daun might have 
found fufficient time to execute this deiign be- 
fore the arrival of the king, had afting with 

promptitude 
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J>ronlptitude and ardour been any part of hiii 
charafter^ 

On the day that the 4rmy aflumed the pofilioii 
of Sch6nfeld> general Retzow was fertt with 4 
detachment to diflddge Laudon from Radf- 
berg, whence he retked for Armfddrf and Fifch* 
bach. It was determined again to attack hini 
here, and for this purpofe prince Francis^ with 
fomc battalions, prefented himfelf iii his froilt^ 
while Retzow turned him dn^the riglitj and thd 
king on the left. It is probable his corps mufi 
have been ruined had thefe manoeuvres been 
all performed at orice ; but it generally happens 
that fuch projeds do but fucceed in pait. Lau- 

don however loft more than five hundred men j 
he efcaped (27th) through the wood, and oc- 
cupfed the fmall hills of Harta, where he en- 
camped under the proteftion of the cannon of 
tnarihal Daun. 

Thefe trifling advantages were entirely un- 
dccifive. One of the principal objeds in the 
prefent circumftances of the king was to remove 
the Imperial army from the banks of the Elbe, 
This was difficult to efFeft, otherwife than by 
ihfpiring Dauh with fears for the convoys which 
he drew from Zittau, and thus obliging him to 
make the wiftied-for motions. The king quit- 
ted his camp of Schonbcrg, and led his army to 

T z Ramnau, 
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Ramriau, by which the Pruflians approached 
tke flank of the foe ; and, to occafion him more 
inquietude, Retzow repaired to Bautzen, where 
he took poft with his corps. Laudon ftill oc- 
cupied a height near Bifchofswerder, oppofite 
to the Pruflian left, which it was determined to 
take. To this efFeft the prince of Wurtemberg 
came on the back of the Auflxians, while the 
king prefented himfelf in front* Laudon did 
not wait for adlion, but retreated, in great con- 
fufion, beyond Bifchofswerder, while the Pruf- 
fians occupied his camp and the town. 

iDaun feared, in his turn, that the pofition of 
the Pruffians might do him an injury. He had 
now renounced the projedb that had been formed 
againft the army of prince Henry; he was 
obliged to approach his fubliftence ; and at the 
fame time propofed to choofe a poft by which he 
might cut off the Pruffians from Silefia, and 
give Harfch time to befiege and take Neifs* 
On the 5th of Odober, the marflial forfook the 
vicinage of the Elbe, and, paffing by Krufe 
and Neukirch, encamped at Kitlitz, on the 
heights of Lobau, as far as the Strembergn. 
The prince of Durlach was pofted with his re- 
ferve, from Reichenbach and Arnfdorf, toward 
Doberfchutz* On this motion of the enemy, 
Retzow was fent to occupy the Weiffenberg. 

The 
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The army marched to Bautzen, whence Wedel 
was detached, with fix battalions and fome ca- 
valry, to oppofe the Swedes, who had advanced 
to Pafewaik. From Bautzen the royal army 
marched (the loth) toward the enemy, and 
took a pofition between If ochkirchen and Kot- 
titz : the head quarters were at Radewitz. 

The army was at this time weakened by the 
departure of the detachment under Wedel, and of 
the large garrifon neceflary for Bautzen, to pro- 
tect the bread againft the enterprifes of the foe. 
The king's intention was, by taking the cam{) 
of Hochkirchen, to conceal his real d efign fronj. 
the Auftrians ; which was to join Retzow, pofted 
on the Pruflian flank, and, after the jun6tion, to 
fall upon the prince of Durlach, on the fide of 
Debitfch, which could not be executed fooner than 
the night of the 14th, becaufe that fubfiftence 
for the army could not be fooner provided and 
arranged. A part of the convoy however came 
up on the 12th ; marflial Keith, who was with it, 
was attacked on the road by Laudon, who was 
rcpulfed with the lofs of eighty men. The 
prince of Lichtenftein, lieutenant-colonel in 
the Lowenftein regiment, was among the pri- 
foners. After this affair, Laudon, having af- 
fcmbled his difperfed troops, took poft in ^ 
wood which wa,s ^ long quarter of a league, 

T 3 G?rmai^ 
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German meafure, beyond the Pruffian rightji 
facing the village of Hochkirchen : a marihy 
bottom fep^rated the fla^l: of the king from 
thefe heights. 

The battle, of whigh we (hall immediately 
fpeak, obliges us to enter into a circumftantiaj 
^efcription of the grpund, occupied by the two 
armies. The village of Hochkirchen, where 
the right of the king was fupported, ftands on 
an eminence. A church-yard, with a thick 
ftone wall, capable of containing a battalion^ 
overlooks the whole country. The village ex- 
pending in length formed a natural flank for th^ 
army, and was garniflied with fix battalions, 
A battery of fifteen pieces was erefted at the 
angle of the front and the flank. Before the 
van of the line ran a rivulet between rocky 
banks : below the height of Hochkirchen wai 
a windmill and fome cottages, where a^ free bat* 
talion had been placed to defend the paflTagCj^ 
which was the more certain becaufe it was under 
the proteftion of the Pruflian artillery of the 
head quarters, toward Radewitz. A part of 
^he camp paffed the rivulet, becaufe of the 
heights which it was neceflfary to occupy, and 
of the communication with the corps of Retzow, 
which was fe^uredund the road abridged, by this 
poiition. 

The 
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The right of marihal Daun, as we have faid, 
was fupported on the Stremberg ; his centre was 
on impregnable heights ; his left inclined toward 
Jauernick and Sornitz. Daun fecretly pre-*' 
pared roads for four columns^ that led to th^ 
wood of which Laudon had taken poffeffion. 
His intention was to attack the PrufEan army in 
four parts at once ; that is to fay, from the poft 
of Laudon ; at the mill occupied by the free 
battalion ; from that part toward Kottitz which 
lay beyond the rivulet ; and the fourth attack 
was to be made, by the prince of Durlach, on 
the poft of the Weiffcnberg, where Retzow 
commanded. 

It was on the night of the 13 th of Oftober 
that the marflial executed his plan. The attacl; 
pf the mill and the free battalion was the firft, 
which the enemy carried without any great dif- 
ficulty. Laudon, having at the fame time 
found means to glide with his pandours on the 
back of the army, fet fire to the village of Hoch- 
kirchen, which obliged it to be abandoned by 
the Pruffian battalions. Amid this confufion^ 
the enemy ieized on the battery which was at 
the angle of the village, while the brave major 
X^nge, with a battalion of the margrave Charles^ 
ihrew himfelf into the church- yard of Hoch** 
kij:chcj>t Th9 men had only tim? xo pm tq 
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arms, and not fufficient to ftrike their tCBts^ 
The king heard the firing of artillery, and,, 
though he received no intelligence, immediately 
took three brigades from the centre, with which 
he marched to the right. The darknefs wis fo 
great that it was impoffible to fee a ftep in ad- 
vance. It was foon perceived that tho cn^ny 
was matter of the Pruflian grand battery, becaufc 
the cannon balls flew into the camp, and this 

would have been impoflible from the Auftrian 
batteries. The glare of light from the flames 
of Hochkirchen aided the Pruflian difpofitions. 
The king came on the rear of his camp to turn 
this village. On his march, the men fell in 
with a corps of Auflrian grenadiers, three hun- 
dred of whom were taken ; but, in the confufion 
of the, battle, not having men enough to guard 
them, mofl: of them efcaped. The Pruflian in- 
fantry turned Hochkirchen, and began torepulfc 
the Auftrians, when it was itfelf repulfed by 
fome fquadrons of the foe, that could not be 
diftinguiflied in the dark. The gendarmes 
and the regiment of Vafold made a vigorous 
charge ; all whom they encountered gave way : 
but, unable to guide themfelves amid the dark- 
nefs, they fell upon the infantry pofted at the 
wood which Lavf dori had occupied the day before. 
Here was the wjiole artillery of the Auftrians, 

with 
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with the infantry, well and advantageoufly cfta- 
biiftied. The cannon firing eafe-fliot forced 
the Pruffian cavalry to retire to the infantry. 

Marihal Keith and prince Maurice of Anhalt, 
on the other fide, endeavoured to recover the 
battery that was loft. They put themfelves at 
the head of fome battalions to traverfe the vil- 
lage of Hochkirchen, the road through which 
IS narrow ; feven men can fcarcely march a-breaft 
there ; and as they left it they found themfelves 
fo confiderably out-winged, by the Auftrians, 
that they could neither fbrm nor lead their 
troops to the charge, but were foon obliged to 
retreat. Marihal Keith was killed, general 
Gcift mortally wounded, and prince Maurice 
dangeroufly. Though different attempts were 
made to pafs the village, there were no means 
of fucceeding, the conflagration was fo great, 
and the battle was loft. 

In order to cover the retreat, the king fent 
Retzow orders to join him inceflantly. This 
general had thrice repulfed the prince of Dur- 
lach. As the latter could not attack him but 
by marching through a defile, Retzow fuiffered 
as many enemies to come up as he pleafed, after 
which he charged and overthrew them, with 
confiderable lofs, at the place where they left 
the defile. This manoeuvre had been three 

times 
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times repeated when he received orders to join 
the king. He arrived feafonably for the left of 
the Pruffians, which the king had been obUged 
to difgarni(b that he might fuccour the right, 
but not foon enough to prevent the battalion of 
Kleift being furrounded by the enemy, and 
conftraiped to lay down their arms. The right 
of the army was fupported, in defpite of thp 
efforts of the foe to pafs the village of Hoch* 
]urchen. 

The battle had begun at four o'clock ; at ten 
the church-yar4 was carried ; the village and th^ 
battery already were loft; the enemy was too well 
cftabliflied to be diilodged ; the heavy corps of 
cavalry came on the back of the army; and 
Retzow had abandoned the Weiffenberg. Un^ 
der thefe circumftances the pofition of the army 
might no longer be maintained, and nothing 
remained but retreat. The cavalry firft de- 
fcended into die plains, to cover th? march of 
the infantry, and the infantry then took the 
road for Doberfchutz, where the camp was 
marked out, and the corps of Retzow confti- 
tuted the rear-guard of the arniy. The Auftrian 
cavalry feveral times attacked the Pruflians, hu% 
was vigorouily repulfed by Seidlitz, and the 
prince of Wurtemberg. The camp the army 
?^flumed was good, ne^ Jautzen, furroupded 
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by a double marihy ditch, and was upon hills 
which were not overlooked on any fide. Mar* 
(hal Daun, the fame day, returned into hi3 
former camp, and did not appear to have ob- 
tained a viftory. 

We havQ ahready faid the Pruffians loft perfon? 
highly worthy to be regretted, becaufe of their 
great merit. Such were marihal Keith, prince 
Francis of Brunfwick, and general Geift. Moft 
pf the generals were either hurt or wounded ; as 
were the king, the margrave Charles, s^nd many 
Others whom it would be too tedious to name* 
The army was deprived of three thoufand men, 
chiefly infantry, and of the prifoners it had 
taken. Only one general, named Vittelefchi^ 
juid feven hundred men remained. 

While thefe events pafled in Lufatia, generals 
de Ville and Harfch kept Neifsclofely blockaded. 
Information was received that a train of a hun- 
dred pieces of artillery and forty mortars were 
to leave Olmutz for Silefia. Combining thefe 
preparations with the effeft which the batde 
gained muft produce on the minds of the 
Auftrians, it was eafy to predid the fiege of Neifs 
would be the refult. Tha place was too im- 
portant fqr the king not to employ all im^inable 
means for its falvation. The fiege however 
could not be raifed except by marching an 

arrmy 
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^rmjr into Silefia. It was difficult to avoid de- 
lun^ng affairs in one country, while endeavour- 
ing to r?-eftablilh them in another. At length, 
intelligence being obtained that the Ruffians had 
abandoned Stargard, and direfted their march 
dirough Reez and Calies for Poland, the king 
took the foUoNving meafures. He fent for his 
brother, with ten battalions and fome artillery, 
to replace that which had been loft. Count 
Dphna received orders to march into Saxony, 
and only to leave a corps in Pomerania, under 
the command of Platen, to fuccour Colberg, 
which was befieged by fifteen thoufand Ruffians, 
tinder Palmbach. He was commanded to 
direft his march for Torgau, that he might 
thence turn on whichever fide his prefence 
fliould be moft neceflary. Finck took the com- 
mand of the remainder of the corps of prince 
Henry which held the camp of Gamig. 

While thefe orders wcre.difpatched, Daun 
advanced, and encamped near the army of the 
king. A detachment covered his flank at 
Buchwald ; his right was fupported at Cannewitz, 
whence the line extended by Belgern, Wurchen, 
and DrefTa, in a femicircular form, through 
Grubfchutz and Strela. The referve.was potted 
at Hochkirchen. However formidable might 
be the afpeft of thefe troops, .the Pruffiians had 

7 the 
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the lefs to fear becaufc that fcarcely had the 
Auftrians affumed this pofition before they in- 
trenched themfelves to the very teeth. The 
two points which merited mod ferious attention 
were the prefcrvation of Bautzen, where the 
fubfiftenceand ovens of the army were, and the 
mill of Malfchwitz, which was on a height, 
and which the enemy muft not be fuffered to 
poflefs. 

The king guarded the town of Bautzen, 
againft the attempts of the Auftrians, by an inter- 
mediate corps, which he placed between that 
town and his right; but to the mill, at, the 
extremity of the left, he only fent Tome huC 
fars, that the enemy might not perceive how 
important this poft was to the Prulfians. The 
reafon of adling thus was that the mill was a 
quarter of a mile from the left, fo that keeping, 
the pofition of the army it could not be main- 
tained, becaufe of its diftance ; and the reafon 
of its importance was that, on the meditated 
march of the king, he could not gain Gorlitz 
before Daun, if his columns did not pafs at the 
foot of this mill, where if the enemy had 
placed any troops he muft have crofled the 
Spree behind his camp, and re-pafled it lower 
down, by which his army muft have made a 
circuit of two miles. Marftial Daun, in the 

mean 
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meantime imagined that the king, when he fliould 
hear of the fiege of Neifs, could find no other 
expedient to gain Silefia than that of attacking 
him ; and this was the reafon of his affuming 
the pofition of Cannewitz' and Wurchen, and 
of his intrenching himfelf. That fo it was is 
apparent from the letter he wrote to flarfch, in 
which he fays, " continue your fiege in tran- 
^^ quillity ; I fhall detain the king ; he is cut 
^ off from Silefia ; and, Ihould he attack me, 
** you will hear a good account of him." It 
happened very different to the fuppofitions of 
the marlhal. 

Prince Henry with his detachment departed 
from Gamig, paffed through MarJenfchein, and 
on the 2ift arrived at the royal army, without 
encountering any foe on his route. Every pre- 
paration for the march could not be made fooner 
than the 24th, and the fame evening the army 
was in motion. The garrifon of Bautzen ferved 
as an efcort to the army provifions. This corps 
began its march on the preceding night, and 
paffed through Kumerau, Neudorf, Trauben, 
and Culmen. The army proceeded in two 
columns. The rear-guard formed on the right 
of the windmill, whence it took the road for 
Leichnau and Ifchmitz, entirely turning th^ 
right of the enemy* It afterward inclined 
% toward 
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toward Wcyerfdorf, and from thence for UUerf- 
dorf, where the army encamped, Moring, who 
led the van-guard/ of the baggage, furprifed 
three hundred Auftrian horfe, near Ulierfdorf, 
few of whom efcaped ; and the column of the 
king having, near Weyerfdorf, (the 25th) fell 
in with a battalion of pandours, who did noc 
fuppofe any enemy near, this battalion wa^ 
totally deftroyed. 

On the morrow (the 26th) the army was in 
motion before break of day, that it might gain 
Gorlitz fooner than marfhal Daun. The van- 
» guard of huffars and dragoons arrived here firft, 
and found a corps of cavalry behind a defile, 
on the fide of Rauchertfwalde, which, in a fitua* 
cion fo advantageous, it was impoffible to attack. 
Every attempt was made by fkirmifliing to en-* 
gage it to combat, but inefFeftuaUy. Informa- 
tion was brought by a deferter that this was a 
corps of carabineers and horfe-grenadiers, com- 
jnanded by a Spanifli general named AyaiTas ; 
and on hearing this it was refblved to infult his 
Spanifls pride, that he might be engaged to pafs 
the defile, and fuffer himfelfto be beaten. To 
this efFcft he was provoked by thi huflars; and 
the Spaniard pafled the defile in a fiary, and fell 
upon thofc whom he fuppofed had treated him 

with 
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with contempt. The dragoons immediately 
charged and drove his troops back into the very 
defile he had fo imprudently pafled^ He loft 
eight hundred men, whom the Pruffians took^ 
and efcaped under the hill of Landlkron, where 
the prince of Durlach had lately come up with 
the referve under his command. The infantry 
of the Pruffian van-guard arrived at the fame 
time, and was employed to feize on G6rlitz> 
which furrendered without any great difficulty. 
The army of the kirig here fupport:ed its left $ 
its right extended to Girbiefdorf and Eberfbach* 
The flank was covered by a muddy rivulet which 
runs in a valley ; the fide of which oppofite the 
Pruffians was fteep. 

The Auftrians arrived in the afternoon. 
Daun extended his army behind the Landikron, 
from OfTeg toward Marckerfdorf* The king 
was obliged to keep his camp, that he might 
employ fome days in the arrangement of fub- 
fiftence, fo that the army was not again in motion 
before the 30th. The troops decamped by 
night to pafs the Neifle, before intelligence (hould 
be gained by the enemy., Laudon was found 
ii> ambufti in the Wood of Schonberg* This 
was a light march to the Pruffians, becaufe the 
baggage and provifions had taken the route of 

Naum- 
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Natimburg-am-QueiS. The rear-guard was at- 
tBx:ked near Schonbergj and the whole route watf 
one battle. Laudon was encouraged by a rtf« 
inforcement of twelve thoufand men, that had 
been fent him by Daun. Prince Henry, who 
commanded the rear, made fuch excellent dif- 
pofitions,by reciprocally luppOrtingthe brigad^S^ 
and timely replacing thedi, in order to receive 
tjhofe that retired t6 continue their march, that 
time only was loft. Ueutenaht-general BuloW 
and about two hundred foldiers Were indeed 
Woiinded ; but there were liot at the moft abovd 
fifteen men killed. 

It was necdTary to throw bridges 6v& thd 
Quels, At LaUbacr, Which otcafioned the loft of 
the day. On the ift of November the army 
took the toad foi* Silefia. Pteparatiorisi Wcrti 
particularly made tcj give the ftnemy a good re- 
ception on the rear ; for his force Was fufficienf 
to merit this attention. The two wings of the? 
Pruffian camp were On the futtimits of two 
mountains, each of Which ended toward the 
QueiS. The more Latban w^s approached tho 
more thefe heights commanded that of the camp. 
A feparate rear-'guard Was formpd on each of 
them. The king was on the hill of the light^ 

U th« 
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the margrave on that of the left; the htiffarr 
were placed in the bottom between thefc two 
corps of infantry, to ad as occaiion Ihould re- 
quire. Behind thefe, bri^ides of infantry and 
artillery, in gradation, occupied the prevailing 
heights, that each corps, as it retired, might, 
march under the protedion of anothen 

On the firft motion of retreat made by the 
Pruffians, Laudon ardently haftened to fall on 
the rear-guard, and was nearly takto by the 
huffars*' He was defirous of being the firft to 
occupy the ground the king had quitted, and 
here his artillery was brought* But the heavy 
fire from the Pruflian batteries difmounted 
his guns, put his infantry into diforder, and ob- 
liged him to fly. He three times endeavoured to 
renew thi^ manoeuvre, but always without effed; 
a reception fimilar to the firft afforded fimilar 
obftacl^s, till at length the huflars of Puttkam- 
mer, in ambufcade, left the wood, fell upon his 
troops, arid for that day difgufted him with 
difturbing the march of the Pruflians. 

Hishighneft, who had taken poft on the op- 
poCte (hove of the Quels, there received the 
rear-guard ; after which he parted with the king 
his brother. The monarch marched through 
Lowenberg, Pombfcn, Jauernick, and Girelf- 

dorfy 
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dorf, to Noffen ; and prince Heniy to Land^ 
Ihut, oh the 6th, where he relieved general 
Fouquet, who joined the king on his route to 
Neifs*. 

The fiege of Neifs had been begun by Harfch 
on the 2oth of Oftobdr. He had direfted his 
attack on the fort of Pjruffia, lying toward 
Heiderfdorf. The fecond parallel that was 
finilhed was at the diflance of thirty fathoms 
from the covered way, .and the batteries, were 
all mounted. . Although Daun had fent him 
fuccouirs by the way of Silberberg, the Auftrians 
raifed the fiege on the rumour of the approach 
of the king. Trelkow, the governor of Neifs, 
profited by the moment, and made a fally, 
on which occafion the, enemy loft eight hundred 
men. Harfch and de Ville haftily retired, 
pafled the Neifle, and retreated through Ziegen- 
hals to Jaegfimdorf, leaving a confiderable quan- 
tity of ammunition in the environs of Neifs, 
which they wanted time to remove. 

Fouquet followed the enemy into upper 
Silefia, and took pdl at Neuftadt, where he 
could obferve them the beft. Scarcely had 
•the troops arrived in the vicinage of Neifs before 
the king undertook a new -expedition. After 
the Pruffians had left Lufatia, marfhal Daun, 
on the 4th of Odober, had taken the road of 

U a, the 



^9^ FOSTHUMOUft WORICS# 

the Elbe ; which river he pafled on the 7th^ 
and encamped at Pima^ Finck^ who had re« 
nuiined at Gemich (Gamig) during the abfence 
of prince Henry^ was unable to maintain this 
pod: againft an enemy (b fuperior in numbers* 
He retreated to the Windberg, and thence for 
Keflelfdorf ; while Daim detached the troops of 
the circles tdkeard Eulenburg, Torgauj and 
Iji^iplic. Count Dohna was on his mardi in 
tfaefe parts. The Ruffians as we have faid had 
taken the road for Poland^ general Palmbach 
excepted, who, with a detachment of lomc 
thoufands of men^ bad laid fiege to Colberg. 
This Ruffisui general hadbeenadiveonthe 26th 
and f 7th of Oftoben He gave fucceffiveai^ 
faults on the covered way, and was each time 
vigoroufly repulfed. A new attack was pre- 
pared for the 29th, and the Ruffians had even 
placed boats, by means of which they hoped 
to pafs the great moat, and take the place by 
Aorm. Count Dohna having fent Platen to 
the fuccour of Colberg, this general beat a corps 
of obfervation placed by the Ruffians near 
Greifienberg; after which he advanced to. 
Treptow. His arrival made Palmbach con^ 
ceive a diflike to fieges and aflaults; and he 
retired, by Coffiin and Bublitz, into Poland. 
The trenches were Opened on tlie 3d, and the 

town 
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town was relieved on the 29th of Oftober. 
The governor, Hcydcn, diftinguifhed himfetf 
during the iiege by bis good order, vigilance, 
ind fortitiide. 

Count Dohna called in Wedcl to his army, 
who had aded againfl: the Swedes^ had beaten 
them at Fehrbellin, had (friven them through. 
Ruppin, beyond Pren^low^ had taken an entire 
detachment of Heflenftein in the lor dfhip of 
M. von Arnim^ and had been every where at- 
tended by viftory. He was relieved by Man* 
teufel, who had fewer troops ; , and during the 
march into Saxony, Wedel conduded the 
ran-guard of Dohna. 

When I^iddick arrived near Torgau, on the 
1 2th^ the Pruffian van-guard appeared there at 
the fame time. Haddick retreated through the 
wood for Eulenburg. ( 1 5th) Wedel followed 
his footfteps^ and» though the bridges of the 
Eiiler were broken down, the Pruflian cavalry 
forded the river, and fell fo feafonably on the 
foe that Haddick loft two hundred mdn, and 
three field pieces. Count Dohna followed 
Wedel from Eulenburg, and advanced on 
Leipiic, which the army of the dvqlcs had 
invefted. The prince de Deuxponts, intimi- 
dated by the check Haddick had fuftained, 
did pot wait the approach of die Proflians, but 

U 3 f aifcd 
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rdfed the fiege, and haftily retired for Coldit^ 
He thence turned toward Plaucn* and went tp 
take quarters in the empire^ on the fideqf Hof 

and Bareudi. 

While the prince de Deuxponts and Ha4- 
dick fled to gain the empire^ matfhal Daim 
approached Drefden* The Pruffian corps, too 
much expded at KeflHfdorf, pafled the Elbe 
and encamped in die fuburb of new Drefden, 
between the Fiichhauis and the Scheiine;n$» 
Sdunetuu, the governor of Drefdcn, perceivi 
ingthe Auftrians were .preparing to feije on 
the fuburb of Pii^na, fet it on fire. ' Daun was 
careful of the royal children, who were in the 
city, otherwife it- ir to be . prefumed he ^Quld 
hate been more enlterprizing ; the moatis of the 
place however were goodt 
i The king had quitted Silefia; his v^n-guard 
w*s ^ the Weiflenberg; fo thaf the governor 
might ftfcly expeft.the arrival of. aid* The 
jreturo of the king deranged , the pr<^e^s of 
tMxtt\3l Qaun. Count Dohna.h4d expelled the 
fcnny of the circles^ the fealbn wa$ advanced, 
imd:.the royal armyna^ht ia thrc^ days be 
J^t the gates ofi Drefden. Thofe various con- 
siderations infpicld -JDaun with ' the . wi(h to 
;t!etrfiat< I He[ decamp^, on the ifjth^ for 
Gfi}OAtt and Leibnitz, and neturned into 

Bohemia, 
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pohemiaj where he fent his troops into winter 
quarters. 

On the news of his departure the margrave 
^harles^ who was with the main army> a( 
Gorlitz, rcjceivcd orders to return with the troops 
into Silefia. The king^ who was at the Weiffen- 
I>!erg, advsmced to Drefden; where arrange* 
ments were taken for winter quarters. Count 
Dohna retun^ied into Pomerania and Meek* 
knbourg. Hulfen took poft at Freyberg, on 
the frontiers c£ Bohemia. Itzenplitz con^ 
manded at Zwicktiu^ and ^ line was drawn in 
Silefia along the Bohemian frontiers^ from 
Greiffcnbei^ to Glatz. Fouquet occupied 
Jagerndorf, Ledifchutz, N.euftadjC, and the 
^environs. 

We have but llighdy noticed tibe campai^ 
of the Swedes, to whom only detachments 
4rom the garrifon of Stettin had been oppofed<^ 
till the time that the king fent the corpus un^- 
der Wedel, from the camp of Ramnau in 
Lufatia. The prowefs of the Swedes confifted in 
penetrating iQto the op?n gpuntry, when and 
where they fou^d no oppofitioo. A feeble 
detachment reduced them to the defenfive; 
and, far from making conquefts, they thought 
^em^lves exceedingly happy to find they were 

y 4 psr- 
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permitted during the winter to canton in tho 
vicinity of Sjralfund, 

We have in like manner filently pafled 
over fome detachments fent by his royal high-* 
Befs, at the beginning of the fpring, toward 
Bareuth and Bamberg* Driefen and Meyer 
headed thefe petty expeditions, the end of 
which was to retard the operations of the 
army of the circles, and to fpr^ad terror 
among fuch of the princes of Germany as h^d 
declared againft the king. 

If we take a fummary view of this cam-* 
paign, . we (hall find that it is diilinguifhed 
jEirom other campaigns by the number of the 
fieges that were raifcd. There were but twQ 
places taken; Schweidnitz by the Pruffians, 
^nd the Sonnenftein by the troops of the 
empire. The king raifcd the fiege of Ol- 
piutz ; the Ruffians the fieges of Kuftria 
^and of Colberg ; the Auftrians thofe of Neifs 
and of Drefden; and the troops of the 
circles thofe of Torgau and of Lcipfic. 

After the dofe of this long and fatiguing 
f:ampaign, the king, having caufed the works 
pf the S6nnenfl:eih to be rafed, returned into 
Silefia^ and fixed his head quarters at Breflau, 
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CHAP. IX. 

V 

jT^e fVintcr af 1758 to 17 S9^ 

TH E roy^l family tWs year loft two illuf- 
trious pcrfbns ; the one was the prince of 
Pruffi^, wljQ fell into a decline, and was car- 
ried off, af ?hp beginriing of June, by a fufr 
focating f at^n h, at flie time that the Pruffians 
befieged Olmutz, The goodnefs of his hcan 
^d initelligeAt mim^ fpoke a future mild an4 
happy government, and made him regretted. . 
TJie nj^rayeft of Saraith was the fecond 5 
9, princefs of uncommon ma:'it, with a cultivated 
pndprftftnding^ a mipd adorned with very fu- 
perior knowledge, a genius apt ^t all things, 
aod a fingular talent for the arts, Th^fe happy 
gifts of nature form, however, the leaft part 
pf her eulogy. Her excellent qualities, her 
generous ^nd benevolent inclinations, her 
lioble elevation of foul, the gentlenefs of her 
charafter, all united in her the brilliant advan- 
tages of wit to the unfhaken virtues of the heart ; 
virtues which (he never felfified. She often 
lufTered ingradtude from thofe on whom (he had 
^P1P4 wealth and favours; but there is no 
6 esiamplf 
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jcfts that were fcttkd in the ftates under his 
domain. 

This pope had more important difputes with 
the king of Portugal, relative to the Jefuits, 
who had made war on the Spaniards and Por- 
tuguefe in Paraguay, and had even beaten 
them. After the quarrel, the king of Portugal 
no longer thought proper to confide the fecfct* 
of his confcience, and of his government, t(f 
tlie members of a fociety that had a£ted as the 
enemy of his kingdom. He difmifled the 
Jefuit who had been bis ghoftly father, and 
^ofe a confeflbr from another order. The 
Jefuits, to revenge this affront, which was to 
them a matter of the more confequence becaufo 
the condud of the king might be imitated by 
other monarchs, caballed in the flate, and ex* 
cited all the grandees of the kingdom, over 
whpm they had any infl\ience, againft the go- 
vernment* Father Malagrida, animated by a 
more ardent zeal, a more theological hatred, 
than his brethren, accomplilhcd ^ confpiracy, 
by his intrigues, againft the \i{^ of the king, of 
the members of which the duke d*Aveiros 
declared himfelf the chiefs 

This duke, knowing the king was to take an 
airing in his coach, concealed the confpirators 
mji the road where the monarch wa$ to pafs. 

The 
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The coachman was killed at the firft: fire^ and at 
the fecond the king had his arm broken. The 
fccret of the confpiracy was long after difcovered 
by letters, which the chiefs of the party had 
written to Brazil, there to i:aife an infurredion. 
The diike d'Aveiros and his accomplices were 
arrelled; they unanimoufly depofed that the 
crime had been fuggefted to them by the 
Jefuits, who were the inftigators of all that had 
happened. 

The king wilhed to inflift an exemplary 
punifliment on the authors of this abominable 
plot. His jiaft refentment, armed by the laws, 
and fuftained by the tribunals of the realm, was 
ready to burft forth againft the Jefuits. The 
pope undertook their defence, and openly op- 
pofcd the courfe of juftiqe. Thcfe fathers were 
however baniftied the kingdom, and went to 
Rome, where they were received, not as rebels 
and traitors, but as martyrs heroically fufFering 
for the faith. Never did the court of Rome 
give fuch caufe of fcandal. However vicious 
the pontiffs had been, whom preceding ages 
had detefted, not one of them had openly 
declared himfelf the proteftor of crimes and 
murderers. 

The ill-judged conduft of the pope appeared 
to influence the whole clergy. The holy toqxia 

that 



that he had fent to marihal Daun <xckcd a capn-» 
cious zeal amo^g the ecdefiaftical princes of 
Germany. The eledor of Cologn, among 
others, iffued an edi<ft in his ftates, by which 
he forbade his proteftant fubjeds, under fever© 
punUhment, to rejoice for the advantages which' 
the Pruffians or their allies might gain over their 
enemies. The fad, which of itfelf is deferving 
of little notice, merits to be tited, becaufe that it 
charadterifes the abfurdity of manners in an age 
in which rcaibn has, in other refpedls, imade fo 
great a progrefs. But thefe farces, which were 
afted by, petty courts, were attended with no 
confequenccs except the hifles of the public ; 
whereas the paffions that agitatec^ the great 
courts of Europe, produced fcenes more fatally 
tragical* 

We have feen . that not long fince the abbe 
dfe Bernis became minifter for foreign affairs at 
Verfailles, and was foon created a cardinal, for 
having figned the treaty of Vienna. So long as 
his own. fortune, was in queftion, all ways for the 
aocompliOimeht of this were equal to him ; but, 
when he faw himfelf eftablifhed, he endeavoured 
to maintain himfelf in his employmdit by 
conduft and principles lefs variable, and in 
greater conformity . to the permanent interefts 
of the ftate* His views all were turned to the 
7 procuring 
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procuring of t)eace, in order to terminate a war 
from which h^ could forefee nothing but dif- 
ad vantage ; and^ on the oth^r part, to releafc bis 
nation from a forced alliance^ the burthen of 
which was borhe by France, and the fruits and 
utility of which were all gathered and enjoyed: 
by the houfe of Abftria* Addrcffing himfelf to 
England^ by chndeftine and fecret meads, he 
there began a negotiation for peace; but the 
marchionefs de Pompadour was of ^ contrary 
opinion, and he immediately faw himfeif arrefted 
in his career. By his a£ts of imprudence he had* 
raifed himfelf; by his fagc views he was ruined. 
He wasdifgraced for having (poken of. peace;' 
and fent an exile into the biihopric of Aix. 

The duke de Choifeul, a native of Lorraine, 
^mbaflador from France to the court of Vienna, 
fon of M. de St^inville, ambaffador from the 
emperor at Paris, became the minift«r for foreign: 
affairs, in lieu of the difgraced cardinal. He 
fignalized his entrance into the miniftry by a new: 
treaty of alliance, which he concluded with the 
court of Vienna; a copy of which we have given 
at the end of the chapter, that we might not 
interrupt the connexion of the narrative. Who-< 
ever reads it will perceive the afcendency which 
the cotirt of Vienna had acquired over *that o£ 
Verfailies, and which as it proceeded did buD 

' . increafe. 
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ihcrcafc. Not fatisfied with the difadvant^eou* 
treaty that Kit h^id concluded with the emprefs 
queen^ the duke de Choifeul commanded the 
Acadimii des Infer ipions ^ in th^ name of the 
king, to flrifce a medaJ which (hould eternize the 
^ memory of that event. 

The two courts flopped not Here : they em- 
ployed their common credit at the court of 
Petersburg, to inflame the hatred of the emprefs, 
Elizabeth, againfl: the king of PrufEa* They 
remonflratcd to her that it became her to walh 
out the ftain her honour had received at Zom- 
clorf, by fending aft army more numerous into 
the field, on the approaching fpring. Her fa- 
vourite incef&ntly repeated that, in order to 
change the contempt of the Pruflians for the 
l^uffians into terror, it was neceflary fhe fhould 
comipand her generals to aft with greater vigour, 
and to follow on all occafions the advice they 
fliouldr receive fi^m the allied powers* Thefe 
infinuations were conducive to the purpofe 
which the court of Vienna had in view ; that 
is, to make her allies encounter all the perils 
of war, and to hufband all its advantages for 
herfelf. 

The king of Poland w^s a party in all thefe 
intrigues* He not only embittered the court 
•f Petersburg again^ that of Berlift but, wifhing 

Ukewift 
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Kkewife to gain from the friendfhip of the em- 
prefs Elizabeth advantages in favour of his 
family, he folicited her aid for the procuring of 
the dutchy of Courlandj in favour of his third 
fon, prince Charles, The emprefs, defirous of 
obliging the Saxons, gave her confent; and 
Augufhis II. inverted his fon With this duchy. 
The new duke repaired to Peterfburg, to return 
the emprefs thanks for the grant. But this 
prince^ reftlefs and ardent, took part in all the 
cabals of the court : his proceedings embroiled 
him with the grand duke and dutchefs, whofe 
hatred he incurred, and which finally occafioned 
his ruin. 

While the emprefs of Ruffia beftowed duchies 
and appropriated kingdoms, (he herfelf was not 
without ipprehenfions. She dreaded left the 
Englifti, the allies of Pniffia, diffatisfied with 
the condud the Ruffians had held toward them 
from -the commencement of the war, (hould 
fend a fleet into the. Baltic, and burn the port 
of Cronfchlott. To prevent any fuch attempts, 
her minifters negotiated a treaty of affociation 
with the crowns of Swedeo and Denmark, in 
order to interdid the paflage of the Sound to 
foreign fleets. This convention, in which the 
Swedes found their advantage, and to which 

X the 

Hift.&v, YwnWau Vol.1. 



■■■■■■■■I 



26$ POSTHUMOXrS WORKS* 

the fubfidies of France obliged the Danes W 
confent, was haftily concluded between the three 
powers. 

England troubled herfelf little concerning the 
meafures the powers of the north were taking, 
to forbid her fquadrons an entrance into the 
Baltic. She ruled over the ocean, and in every 
other fea was miftrefs ; without difturbing her- 
felf either concerning the Baltic or the Sound. 
Admiral Bofcawen and general Amherft had 
taken Cape Breton; Keppel had conquered 
the ifland of Goree on the coaft of Africa. The 
Indies prefented fpoils far different from any 
to be found on the ftiores of Denmark, Sweden, 
or Rufllia. 

This great progrefs of the Englifti did not 
cafe the king of the load under which he la- 
boured, nor fecure his crown from impending 
perils. He had in vain requefted a fquadron 
of the Englifti, to cover his ports in the Baltic, 
menaced by the fleets of Ruffia and of Sweden* 
His ambaflador Rexin, at the Porte, was con- 
timmlly traverfed in his negotiation by Mr. Por- 
ter, the ambaflador of Great Britain. The new 
emperor of the Turks was deftitute of education, 
ignorant of bufinefs, and timid to an extreme j 
a$ well from the dread of being dethroned as 
from that of the ill fuccefs of his arms, ftiould he 

engage 
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engage in a war with the houfe of Auftria. How 
great foevcr the fums were that were fent to this 
court, whatever mode of corruption was attempt- 
ed, affairs were but little advanced thereby, for 
the Auftrians and French fgattered their money 
and made their prefents with the fameprofufion; 
and the Turks found it more to their intereft to 
receive rewards for remaining quiet than for 
becoming aftive. 

The inefFe<ftual efforts which the king had 
made, at the Porte, progreffively confirmed him 
that he had nothing to expeft from foreign aid, 
and that, he muft recur to his own proper re- 
fources. His whole attention was turned toward 
his army. All the men that could be obtained 
were raifed; arms and horles were diflxibuted, 
and the troops were provifioned, in order, during 
the enfuing campaign, to oppofe the multi- 
farious foes, whom Pruffia had to combat, by 
a well condidoned and numerous army. 



X a EpftraS 



3o8 POSTHUMOUS WORKS, 

Extradl from the treaty af Alliance concluded 
at Ferfaillesiy on the opth of December^ 
1758, between the Emprejs ^ueen and the 

King of France* 

« 
This treaty appears to have been concluded 

in oppofition to the convention of fubfidy, which 
had been figned on the nth of April, the fame 
•year, between the courts of Pruffia and England. 
Mention of this is even oiade in the preamble, 
and it is there faid in fo many words. 

That, as the tranquilUty of Germany muft 
not hope for re eftablifhment, except by en- 
feebling th^ pernicious power of the king of 
Pruflia, the moft chriftian king and the em- 
prefs queen had diought proper to ftrengthen 
the ties of their union by a treaty, confirming 
the treaty of Verfailles of the i ft of May 1756 ; 
that they might concert me^ur^s the moft pro- 
per to obUge the aggreflbr to give fatisfaftion 
to the injured, and fecurity for the future, and 
that they might permanently eftablifh the repofe 
of Germany, by reducing the king of PrufSa, 
within fuch bounds as no longer fliould permit 
him, at the will of his ambition, and of that of 
England, to trouble the general tranquillity, 
9,% well as the tranquillity of his neighbours. 

They 
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They then proceed to the treaty itfelf, which 
contains the following articles : 

Art. I. The two parties confirm the treaty 
of Verfailles, of the ift of May 1756, which 
they make the bafis of the prefent convention. 

II. The king of France promifes, during the 
whole courfe of the prefent war, to ftirnifh the 
emprefs queen with a fuccour of eighteen thou- 
fand foot and fix thoufand horfe, either in men 
or money, which (hall be at the choice of the 
emprefs queen. 

III. The fuccour in money is fixed at three 
millions four hundred and fifty-fix thoufand 
florins per annum. 

IV. The king of France fingly undertakes 
to pay the fubfidy of Sweden. 

V. He promifes to maintain the corps of 
Saxon troops ; and that it (hall be at the dif- 
pofal of the emprefs queen, whenever Ihe (hall 
make die demand. 

VI. The two parties engage to procure the 
king of Poland, eledkor of Saxony, not only 
reftitution of his eftates but alfo a proportionate 
indenmification. 

VII. The king of France promifes to employ 
a hundred thoufand men in Germany, to cover 
the Au(lrian low countries and the ftates of the 
cnipirc. 

VIII. The 
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VIIL The fafetjr of the coafls of Flanders 
rendering it neceflary that the towns of Oftend 
and Nieuport (bould be fecured from all infult, 
and the mod chriftian king being defirous of 
undertaking the defence of thefe two places, 
they fhall remain confided to the guard of his 
troops, fo long as the prefent war between France 
and England (hall continue; but this arrange- 
ment, which is folely relative to the fecurity of 
the aforefaid places, is not to be any way preju- 
dicial to the right of fovereignty of the emprefs 
queen. 

I X. The king of France however promifes 
to give up the towns of Nieuport and Oftend, 
even before he makes peace with England, if it 
fhall fo be ultimately agreed. 

X. The countries conquered from the king 
of Pruflia (hall be governed and adminidered m 
the name, and by the commiiTaries, of the em- 
prefs queen ; but the revenues (hail appertain 
to the moft chriftian king, with the exception 
of forty thoufand florms, to be dedufted for the 
cxpences of adminiftration . 

XL The two parties engage to terminate 
any individual difcuflion they may have, ia an 
amicable manner. 

XII. The moft chriftian king promifes to 
make every effort during the war, and to employ 
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in the conferences for peace his moft efficacious 
good offices, in order th^t, in the treaty to b^p 
concluded between the emprefs queen and the 
king of Pru0ia, the duchy of Silefia, and the 
county of Glatz, (hall be ceded and afcertaincd 
to the houfe of Auftria; and he previoufly 
undertakes to guarantee aU that (hall be (lipu- 
lated on that head, between the emprefs queea 
and the king of Pruffia. 

Xni. The two parties engage to conclude 
neither peace nor truce with their common ene- 
mies, except in perfeft concert. The king of 
France promifes to conclude neither peace nor 
truceNivith the king of England, without iGbipu- 
lating with him that he (hall employ all his ef- 
forts to engage the king of Pruffia to grant her 
Imperial majefty juft and honourable conditions; 
or at Jeaft, not without obliging the king o . 
England to promife he will afford no further aid 
to the king of PruQia ; and the emprefs quaep 
engages to make neither peace nor truce with 
the king of Pruflia but on the fame conditions. 

XIV. For the fecurity of the prot^fUnt 
ftatcs, the treaty of Weflphalia is confirmed; 
and it is agreed to invite the crown of Swedea 
to accede to the prdent treaty. 

XV. The emprefs queen renounces her 
lig^t of reverfion to the duchies of Parma, Pla- 

3 centia. 
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